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execution of this Act shall, except where
otherwige provided by this Act, be suffi-
ciently authenticated if signed by- the chair-
man or registrar or any two members of the
board.”” The fourth paragraph of the sche-
dule provides that all powers vested in
the board may be exercised by the majority
of members present at any meeting and
all  questions shall be deecided by a
majority and by open voting. That same
paragraph also provides that if a member re-
fuses to vote, hia vote shall be eounted for
the negative. A further paragraph sets ont
that if any member refuses or neglects to at-
tend any meeting of the board all lawful acts
of the board shall be as effectual as if they
had been authorised by the full board. From
this it will be gathered that the Bill cannot
be other than, as I said at the commence-
ment, a measure to provide a close corpora-
tion, a corporation of a dangerous type. The
whole thing is bristling with anomalie§ and
I feel sure it will not be allowed to go
through the Chamber. It provides, amongst
other things, that if any person has sold
spectacles to another in the country, the
geller is not even given an opportunity to
suc for payment after a certain period unless
he be a member of the hoard. Can anything
more drastic be imagined? This is a clumsy
measure altogether, There are no references
in the marginal notes as to where the elauses
came from. We were told by Mr. Nichol-
son that they were gleaned from Quecas-
land, South Australia, and Tasmania.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not tell you
anything of the sort.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: We were also in-
formed that a similar measure was under
consideration in South Australia, We werp
given to understand that the Bill was not
one of very great importance and that it
should be allowed to pass the second reading
without much opposition. But from the
anomalies which appear in the Bill I cannot
sce my way ¢lear to support the second read-
ing. If we agree to the seecond reading it
is tantamount to saying that we are in
favour of the system., I am not going to
favour any system which is goihg to limit
free trade, which is going to hamper people
who are not so favourably eircumstanced
for obtaining a pair of spectacles without
having to journey to Perth to get them, and
then have to pay considerably more for them
under the proposed close corporation.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Who said sof

Hon. .J. DUFFELL: The Biil is teo cun-
ning; there is not the shadow of doubt. That
iz the top and bottom and the beginning and
the end of the whole thing.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Oh no.

Hon. J. NUFFELL: The Bill is going to
create a close corporation and it will have
the effeet of limiting the supply, and that
supply will be less than the demand. It
will have the effeet of putting ovt men who
arc just as capable of conducting an optie-
ian’s business as any member who would
be appointed by the Governor under Clause
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4. 1In the circumstances there is no alterna-
tive but to vote against the second reading
of the Bill, and if Dr. Saw calls for a div-
isinn I shall support him.

Un motioh by Hovn, T. Moore, debate ad-
journed, :

House adjourned ot 8.38 pam.
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RESIGNATION, Mr. G. J. FOLEY.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.32]: I have veceived
the resignation of the hon. member for
Leonora (Mr, Foley), His letter reads—

The Hon, the Speaker. ir, I hereby
resign my seat in the Legislative Assembly
as the member representing Mt. Leonora
electorate in the State of Western Ans-
traliz. George James Foley, 17th Novem-
ber, 1920.

The PREMIER (Hon. .J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) [4.33]: I move—

That in consequence of the resignation
of the member for Leonora, the seat for
the olectoral district of Leonora be de-
elared vacant.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION—/‘ TOURNAL OF
AGRICULTURE. "’

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government yet given the promised
further consideration to the question of re-
establishing the ‘‘Journal of Agriculture’’?
2, What decision has been arrived at?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes.
to issue the jouffal at present.

2, Not
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.
The PREMIER (Hon, J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) [437]: L move--

That for the remainder of the session
Government Dbusiness take precedence o1
all motions and orders of the day.

Hon. F. COLLIER (Boulder) [438]: 1
rccognise that we have reached the stage in
the session when it is necessary for private
members’ business to give way to Govern-
ment business, but before the wmotion is
agreed to, [ should like the Premier to give
an assurance that, if possible, an opportunity
will be afforded to deal with some of the
business on the Notice Paper in the names
of private members. I do not suggest that
the Premier should undertaks to give an op-
pertunity to discuss all the private members’
buginess, but there are some matters which
members consider to be of importance. 1
have one at least which I would like the
House to vonsider before the session closes,
and if the Premier will agree that an oppor-
tunity might be given to discuss some of the
more important matters, T shall have no ob-
jection to the motion.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) [4.40]: T think I can give the assur-
ance asked for by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. I realise that there i3 some important
binginess in the names of private members
which oupht to be considered. I cannot
undertake to afford an opportunity to dis-
cuss every item of private members’ busi-
nesa, but the more important matters will
receive consideration.

Question put and passed.

SITTING DAYS AND TIOURS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.41]: 1 move—

That after the 19th November this
House shall meet for the despatch of busi-
ness on Fridays as on the days already
provided.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.42]: Tt
in somewhat unusual for the Government to
nsk members to sit on Friday. I know that
it has been done——

The Colonial Seeretary: It is done every
session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not every eession; it
bas been done in some sessions, Generally
speaking we have been able to get through
the business of the House on the ordinary
gitting days. I am afraid that this pro-
posed mecthed of condueting the business of
the House is not in the best interests of
the eountry. The recason why we are being
ealled upon to sit on four days n week—
and probably we shall be asked to sit very
late at night from now until the end of the
session—is that the Government did mnot
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call Parliament together until late in the
year. If the Government insist on enjoying
a recess of seven or eight months and do
not call Parliament together until the month
of August, they must expect to have s rush
of buginess at the end of the session. We
are being asked to sit on four days a week
when the whole of the businusa of the ses-
gion, with the exeeption of one or two Bills,
has yet te be passed by this Chamber. The
result will be that another place will be
inundated with work, and members realise
that it is impossible to give full and proper
consideration to the matters coming before
the House if we have fo git late on four
days in the week.

The Minister for Works: Besides, it trics
onr tempors.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It does. Even I went

very close to getting bad tempered late
one night last week.
The Minister for Worka: Srake-headed

Hon. P, COLLIERK: Yes. It is not the
best way of .doinz business, and so long as
wo agree to sit an extra day a weck, we
shall be cncouwraging the Goverament to de-
lay calling Parliament together at the pro-
per time. Parliament should meet not later
tban the month of June in each year. It is
not fair for the Government to call Parlia-
ment together in August, and then rush the
whole of the work through during the last
three or four weeks of the session when pro-
per consideration ecamnot be given to it.
The question ariséa whether we could not
botter meet the situation by starting earlier
on three days in the week, I know that &n
experiment was made with day sittings a
few years ago, and it was held fo he not
suceessful, but at that time we met in the
morning. If we met at three o’clock in the
afternoon, it would give us one and a half
hours extra per day, or four and & half
hours extra per week,

Mr. Maley: It would not snit metropoli-
tan members.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That may be so, but 1
understand that members seek the privilege
of representing their fellows not in their
own interests, but in order to serve the
public. It may bhe that day sitting would
not suit metropolitan memhers. ‘The mem-
ber for Greenough has made that state-
ment.

Mr. Smith: The hon, member has no right
to speak for metropolitan members. We:
are prepared to meet at 2.30 if necessary.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Possibly it would
guit the convenience of some of the metro-
politan memberas better to meet late in the
aftcrnoon, beeavse in  those circumatanecs
they have an opportunity of attending to
their private business during the day; but
public business should ceme even Lefore pri-
vate business. That being so, we ought to
moeet earlier in the afternoon. The Federal
Parliament, indeed, meets in the morning.
I think our hour of meeting should be ¥
pan. .
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Mr. Johrnston: Ssy half-past two.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Any convenient hour
after lunch, Then we shall be able to get
through the business without meeting on
Friday. However, there would have been
no necessity to ask for the extra sitting day
lhad Parliament met in June. Then we
gshould now be well through the work of the
session, and in position to prorogue by
Christmas, Without moving an amendment,
I suggest to the Premier the advisability of
meeting earlier on the three sitting days.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [448]: I
liave no objection to the Ilouse meeting on
Friday provided that we meet earlier in the
day. Country membera are placed in a diffi-
cuit position. The majority of the members
on these cross benches have not transferred
their homes to the metropolitan aren, and we
want to get te our homea for the week-end in
arder ta mect our constituents and attend to
our affairs. I sugpest that we meet each day
including Friday, at 2.30 pam. I hepe the
Premier will consider the convenience of
memhbers residing in the country as vegards
getting to their howmes. Such members have
to stay in Perth during the whole of the
week, and they have no private business te
attend to in Perth. Moreover, early meet-
ing shounld obviate late sitting.

Mr. TUNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.50].
Speaking ag a representative of a far out
district—there is only one further out in this
State—I am prepared to vote for sitting on
Friday. T claim consideration in the respect
that [ ain not able to go home to my constit-
ucney during the session at all. Any busi-
ness I had in my constituency when I was
¢lected [ had to forfeit entirely, in order to
take up this position in Parliament. There-
fore I contend that for the last three or four
weeka of the session members generally
should he prepared to stay in town if neces-
sary. Let me emphasise that the representa-
tives of the far out electorates, as distin-
guished from the urban electorates, have to
relinquish their private businesses entirely in
order to sit in Parliament, As regards the
hour of meeting, I am prepared to be here
at any time of the day, Some city members
do not care what hours this House gits. If
the House sits after 10 p.m. they are gone,
and if the Fouse meets before 4.30 p.m, they
will probably not be here. FPossgibly after the
next general election seme of them will not
be here at all. However, we want to clean
np the Notice Paper as soon as possible, and
to accomplish this we should sit on Friday
nnd meet earlier,

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[453]: I urge the Premier to accept the
soggestion that the House should meet at
2.30 p.m. on each sitting day. This has been
tried in the past, and found very successful.
All our experience has been that day aittings
are better. Members are paid to attend to
the work of the country, and that work ought
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to be done in the day and nmot during the
night. In regard to Friday sittings, I urge
that we should meet at 10 a.m. on that day.
Such has been the praetice for many years
in Vietoria. Moreover, the Federal Parlia-
ment meets at 10 a.m. on each sitting day.
Federal Ministers manage under such an ar-
raugement, and State Ministers should be
able to do so as well. I ask for 10 o’clock
meeting on Friday only, with a view to al-
lowing country members to catch their traing
at four or five o’clock on Friday afternoon.
triday is the day which Ministers as a rule
give up to deputations, and we may aa well
sit during the day time on Fridays for the
short remaining period of this session.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.55]: While
I appreciate the position of the last speaker,
1 must point out that South-Western mem.
bers are differently situated. Their train
leaves at 7.45 a.m,, and if the House sits on
Friday they will have to wait until Saturday
morning for a frain. I would prefer that
the House should meet at 3 p.m. on the or-
dinary sitting days, instend of sittiee on
Friday. Tf 1 duv not leave Perth on Friday
morning, I cannot attend to my duties in my
clectorate,

Mr. CHESSON (Cuc) [4.56]: T hope the
Premier will accept the suggestion to meet
at half-past two on ordinary sitting days,
and to refrain from introducing Friday sit-
tings. Murchison members, if the House sat
on Friday, could not visit their constituen-
cies without loging the best part of the week.
The Murchison train leaves Perth on Thurs-
day at 8.15 pa., and the return train leaves
the Murchison on Monday  night, which
means that onc cannot be here before Wed-
nesday., Meeting at 2,30 p.m. on the three
sitting days, we ghounld have no diffienlty in
getting through the businesa of the session.
JFriday sitting may suit metropolitan mem-
bers and some country members, but it will
not snit South-Western members and Mur-
chison members.

The PREMIER: (Hon, J, Mitehell—Nor-
tham—in reply) [4.571: I am glad to find
hon. members in 80 accommodating a mood,
prepared to sit at any time.

Hon, P. Collier; That refers to some mem-
bers who blow in occasionally, and do no
work., The position i1s different as regards
those members who do the work of the House.

The PREMIER: T am naturally anxions
to make it convenient for hon. members to
get back to their constituents, but let ma
point out that the member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Angelo}, from that aspett of the matter,
might suggest that we shonld sit only on
Wednesday, so that he eould moter up to
his eonstituency every week. We have had
some experience of meeting earlier in the
day, and T do not think that expedient
helped business very much.

Mr, Pickering: That refers to morning
sittings,
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The PREMIER: It also refers to meeting
at half-past two in the afterncon, If bus-
incss conld be done in the day time, it would
be very much better, for Ministers as well
as for private members. Every man who
has been a Minister knows that he has to do
Lis administrative work beforc he comes
here. While Parliament is in session, mem-
bers naturally want to see Ministers in their
offices and do business with them there. It
is true that the Government were late in
calling Parlinment together, but that cir-
cumstance arose from our having a very dis-
tinguished visitor during July.

Hon. P. Collier: In July, or in June?

The PREMIER: Tn July. I hope hon,
members will agrec to the motion. If it is
found that we do not get on with the bus-
iness as fast as is desirable, we can arrange
to sit at 3 p.m. on three days of the week,

Mr, Thomson: Make it 2.30 p.m. en Fri-
days.

The PREMIER: 1 do not know that it
would be much to the advantage of the hon.
member to meet at 2.30 p.m. on Fridays when
the Great Southern train leaves at 4 pm. 1
am willing to meet the convenience of hon,
members, appreciating as T do the fact that
many of them live in the country. The
proposal to meet on Friday will only last for
two or three weeks so that no one should
be very greatly inconvenienced. If it is
found that the hour of meeting on the addi-
tional day can be improved upon, wg can
alter it.

Question put and passed.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 4th November, Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for Mines
in eharge of the Bill.

The CHATIRMAN: The leader of the Op-
position had moved tr insert a new clause
as follows: (1) The sittings of the Commis-
sioners shall be held at such time and place
ag may from time to time be fixed by the
chairman, and shall at all times be open
to the public. (2.) No evidence pf any per-
gson shall be reeeived by the Commissioners
unless given on oath or affirmatien,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On look-
ing clogely into the amendment suggested
by the hon. member, I find that if it is
adopted, it will be impossible for the Com-
mission to sit at any time, even for tho
purpose of conferring, without the proeced-
ings being open to the public. It will not
even be possible to colleet evidence unless
that is done in public, and that would be
contrary to some of the provisions of the
Act itself. I do not think the leader of the
QOpposition desires quite that. What he de-
gires, I think, is that when evidence 1ia
being taken with regard to the fixing of the
price of a commodity, that evidence shall be
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beard in public and taken on onth. Having
no objection to that, I asked the Solieitor
General to suggest an amendment which
would meet the wishes of the hon, member,
and he submitted one =as follows—‘‘The
sittings of the Commissioners at which wit-
nesses are examined shall be held at such
time and placc as may he fixed by the
chairman, and exeept se far as the Commig-
gioners in their diserction may think fit to
ait in eamera, shall be open to the publie,
and the evidenco shall be taken on oath.!’
That amendment T think will meet tha
wishes of the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am propared to
withdraw my amendment in favour of the
one just read by the Minister which meets
the objeet T have in view. Tt is not my
degire to make it compulsory for the Com-
mission to hold all their sittings in public.
I recognise that the amendment suggested
by the Minister meets the situation better
than the one T have moved. T ask leave to
withdraw my proposed new elauge.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move an
amendment—

That the following new clanse be added
to the Bill:—'‘The sittings of the Com-
missioners at which witnesses are ex-
amined shall be held at sueh time and
place ag may be fixed by the chairman,
and except so far ag the Commissioners
in their discretion may think fit to sit in
camera, shall be open to the public, and
‘*the evidence shall be taken on oath.’?

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 11th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Business underiakings:

Voté—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage, and Drainage, £97,213 (partly econ-
sidered):

Mr. SMITH (Perth) [5.10]: I desire
ta refer particularly to the supply of
water at North Perth, Attention was
drawn last year to the shortage of

water in that suburb, and a promisc was
made that something! ‘would bhe idone ta
remedy the defect. I am afraid, however,
that very little has been done, and the
prospects for the coming summer are just
as bad, if not worse, than they were last
year. Since that time the population of
North Perth has increased considerably and
many more houses have been erected and
gardens made, Allogether sottlement bhas
gone on apace, but I am afraid the water
supply has mot kept up with the require-
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ments. 1 recognise the difficnities the Min-
ister has to face. He is short of water,
short of money, and short of pipes.

The Minister for Works: And short of
temper. .

Mr. SMITH: The Minister has been in a
very good temper to-day, strange to say,
and T have no inclination now to ruffle it,
because I am hopeful that he will make a
promise that he will do something very
shortly to remedy the defeet to which I
have referred. I can assure him that the
shortage .of water in North Perth is a real
grievance. It ia almost impossible to get
enough for ordinary cooking purposes,

The Minister for Works: It is not so bad
as all that. '

Mr, SMITH: Last year the Minister res-
tricted the quantity of water for use in
gardens in such a way as to abgolutely ruin
many. It may be argued that gardens are
only a luxury. That is quite true, but a
garden is one of those Juxuries that should
bo encouraged, becanse it helps to make a
home¢ beautiful. T think the Minister
is begioning to look into things. In
ghe past he has looked at things through
the wrong end of the  tcleseope.
Now, howover, being of a praetical turn of
mind, T hope he will set about to cffect the
improvempents that are necessary without any
further delay.

Hon. P. Colticr: In fact, what is required
is that he should get a move on.

Mr, SMITH: Another matter to which T
wish to refer is that of sewerage. I am not
going to touch ou the septic tanks; I will
teavo that to the member for East Perth.

‘Hon., P. Collicr: It is his special pro-
vinee. _

Mr, SMITH: For the past six years I
have drawn attention to the matter of the
delay in completing the wscheme of deep
drainage. Wo have an almost perfect sys-
tem in existence, one that has cost a great
deal of money, but in Perth there are
over 300 scrvises still being conducted under
the pan system. Hon. members will agree
it is time that & definite move was made to
completa the work. _ i

Mr, Pickering: What is the reason for
the delayt

Mr. SMITH: The (overnment depart-
ments are the biggest offenders. They oiter

a variety of excuses for not going on with
the work, the principal one of course Leing
tho want of money. Almost everybody ean
put up that excuse. Still, private indi-
viduals have not been given anmy latitude,
but have been compelled to find i{he mongy
a8 best thoy can. The Gﬂ:ernment have
wasted o great deal of money in other diree-
tions which would have §erved Lo compicte
this system of deep drainage. .

The Minister for Works: Where have they
wasted money?

Mr. SMITH: Only te
Premier was offered two milli
he did not want it

a little while aro the
on pounds, kut
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Mr. Pickering: Would you
thoney on the system?

Mr, SMITH: The cost of deep drainage
has been provided ouwt of loan meney. The
Premier deliberately refused two million
pounds offered to him, and g0 the excuse
that there is a shortage of money will not
go down.

Mr. Maley: You do not call sewerage a
reproductive work? ‘

Mr. SMITH: Certainly, for the people
who have the scrvice pay for it, and at a
rate which leaves a handsome profit to the
Government. The existing system is abso-
lutely spoilt by the allowing of a partia)
continuance of the pan system. Then there
iy the question of the storm water drain-
age. In several parts of North Perth pro-
pertics are flooded by storm waters, and
occupants of houses caunot get into their
homes without having to wade through big
pools of water requiring only drainage to
take them away.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where is the local
authority? .

Mr. SMITH: The local authorities are
deing their ,part by providing subsidiary
drains, but the Government will not put in
the main deains, I have here a letter from
the town eclerk of Perth which reads as
follows— ~

I am desired by my couneil to inform
you that for some time past they have
been urging the Government te proceed
with certain urgent extensions of the main
stormwater drainage system in the ity
and suburbs of North Perth, Leederville,

. and Viectoria Park, but the hon. the Min-
ister has now replied to the council stating
that owing te the financial position the

Government are unable to put the work in

hand. For your information I may per-

haps point out that under an arrangement
made between the Government and the
couacil some years ago, the Government
undertake the construction of main drains
of 18in. diameter and upwards, while the
construetion of all subsidiary draing of a
lesser diamcter than 18in. is carried out
by the council. During thé last two win-
ters the council have received innumerable
eomplaints from ratepayers in regard to
the flooding of their premises owing to
the lack of proper drainage facilities, and
in order to avoid a Tecurrence of the
trouble next season an expenditure of
£10,000 has been authorised on the con-
struction of urgent subsidiary drains. If,
however, the Government do not imme-
diately proceed with the cxtensions to the
main system it will not be possible for
the council to afford ratepayers any relief
during the ncxt rainy sesson. In view of
the extreme urgemey of the matter the

Minister has been asked to reconsider his

decigion and put the work in hand.

That puts the ease very clearly. The Minis-
ter put forward the excuse that the work
could not be proceeded with on account of

gpend loan
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shortage of money. It is extraordinary that
a small corporation like the city of Perth are
able to raise £10,000 for their share of the
work, while the Government of the State
are unable to find the money for their sec-
tion. I carnestly ask the Minister to look
into this question again.

The Minister for Works: Do you know how
wueh is involved?

Mr, SMITH: [ suppose about £40,000.
The Minister for Worka: More than that.
My, BMITH: Well, make it £100,000.

The Miunister for Works: That would be
all vight if we had the money.

My, SMITH: You can borrow it all right,

The Minister for Works: I eannot bor-
row; all T can do is to spend,

Mr., SMITH: At any rate, if the Miniater
will properly represent the position to e
Treasurer, the Treasurer no doubt will find
the neeessary money. T wish to draw the
Minister’s attention to the fact that in sub-
mitting these Estimates he has wot borne in
mind the resolution passed by the Commit-
tee last yenr when it was agreed that items
should not be Jumped together, but should
bLe clearly speecified. Ouly the other night
we sent buck the Estiinates of the Agrical-
tural Department for the same reason, I
do not suggest that we should do that again,
for probably the lesson Will be remembered.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [3.24]: I waut
to emphasize in respeet of Subiaco what
the hon. member has said in respect of
North Perth., Sinee coming into this
(kamber T have continvally advocated deep
drainage for Subiaco. Apparently there

are in Perth some 300 gervices still re-
quired. tn Suobiaco the number is over
3.000, If there is any justification for

stressing the requirements of Perth in this
regard, the need is ten times greater in
regard to Subiaco. I know that the diffi-
culty is finance, but T also realise that the
metropolitan arca must be properly served
with deep drainage and sewerage. I merely
take this opportunity to ask the Minister
to do his utmost to see that the affairs of
the country are so administered that we
shall be able to get the necessary money
to carry out these very important works.

Mr. HARDWICOK (EBast Perth) [5.25]:
XNot very often do T find myself in agree-
wment with the member for North Perth
(Mr. Smith), because he almost invariably
holds such very extreme views, But on
this oceasion T agree with most of what the
hon. member has said. Tt certainly does
seem to have taken far too long to estab-
lish the sewerage and drainage system
cutered upon 80 many years ago. The
health of the ecity is inseparably bound up
with the questions of drainage and sewer-
age. The metropolitan area has been some-
what unfortunate in sueceeding Parlia-
ments of this State, in that members repre-
senting metropolitan seats have not bad
their share of representation in Cabinet,

fo2)
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representation to which those seats are en-
titled. No doubt some improvement will
be made after this,

Mr. Munsie: You will be wiped out alto-
gether, that is what will happen to you.

Mr. HARDWICK: 1 feel that the millions
of pounds sollected from the sale of our
agricultural lands, the money that has
voime in Ffrom our pastoral leases, and the
reverue derived from the goldfields, have
been in suflivient degree speat in
benutifylng the ity of Perth. It is all
very well for Ministers who live in  the
pure atmosphere of Claremont and Cot-
tesloe, but we whe have to live in the city
know onjy too bitterly the effect of faulty
sewerage and a system of vans rumbling
through the city at midnight,

The Alinister for Works: How many are
there?

Mr, MMARDWICK: T met a few of them
the other night, and had to go reund
aligther street to dodge them. To have a
healthy ¢ity we should have a good water
supply. 1f we bad a1 much better supply
than we have, there would be fewer com-
plaints from wvarious parts of the ecity
against the filter beds, which are blamed
for smeils created by quite other causes. It
i certain that we cannot go on as we are
going, for a great quantity of sewerage
water i8 being emptied into the river
through the storm water drainsge. This,
and not the filter beds, is the explanation
of much of the pollution of the river.
Semething must be done in the near future
to cleanse the Swan River and to reclaim
the mud banks, eover them up, and deepen
the channels as has been done elsewhere
along the river foreshore, Before the
reclamation works along the city foreshore
were carried out, residents along Adelaide-
terrace and St. George’s-terrace suffered
from the obnoxious smells which came up
from the river, from the deeayed leaves
and putrid matter which found their way
into it, Teo-day these people do not suffer
any inconvenienece at all from odours
arising from the river. It would be well
for the Government to look into this mat-
ter in the near future. In the month of
March, smells from the river at East Perth
ate very strong. Some people lose no oppor-
tunity of telling my electors that I am
responsible for it all. T do not think that
will eut any ice this time, but I would
certainly prefer that the elections should
be held in the winter months rather than
in the summer months. I agree with what
the member for North Perth has said. T
am sure that metropolitan members will in
the future have to form themselves inta a
party something like the producers’ party,
in order that they wmay make a foreible
demand for what they know to be their
rights. Future Governments must be in-
duced to give closer consideration to the
wants of the people in the metropolitan
area,
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. Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5-33): I have
just had handed to mo o list of the premises
in Perth which are not connected with the sewer-
age system. T am astounded to see that there are
80 many houses in the centre of the city that
are atill served with the pan system, There are
ng lazs than from six toeight places in Roe-Street
whioch still have the old aystem, and there iz a
place called Tove Lene in whigh there are six
houses on the same basis. Yo Maley-street there
are two buildings, and there are also three or
four tea rooms in the city which are not con-
* meoted with the up.to-date sewerage gystem.
This is inimical to the health of the people.
The Emu Brewery is not connected, the Swan
River Bowling green, the Tennis courts, the
Perth Flying Squadron, and the Royal Yerth
Yacht Club are in the samo position. ‘Lhe
Minister should draw the attention of these
bodies to the convenience that is available but
of which they have not taken advantage. The
Nowmarket Hotel is not connectod with the
#ystom, aml that is olose to the centre of the
oity. It has heen the policy of the presiding
magistrates ot licensing courts to insist that
all country hotels shall be provided with the
septie tank system.

Mr, Smith: The Newmarket Hotel is owned
by the (lovernment through resumption.

Mr. PICKERING : 1n the course of carrying
out my profession a4 an architect T have had
to put in septio tanks in country places, oand
this has cost the owners e considerable sum.
Yet wo [ind people in tho heart of the city who
persist in continuinz under the present dis-
tasteful form of somitary service. [ am sure
the Minister for Works, with his usual thorough-
neds, will appreciate tho scrious menace that
thix gonstitutes to the health of the people.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J,
George- ~Murray-Wellington: -inreply) [5:35): [
must thank the Committee for the manuner in
which they have treated my Estimates, osnd
for tho atmosphere of good humowr which has
provailed.

Houn. P, Collier: Don't disturb it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ will on-
denvour not to do sc. The member for North
Perth has mado some very strong statements.
He said that we did not make provision for
sullicient water last summer in North Perth for
tooking purposes. 1f the hon. member meoans
that we “ cooked " tho gardens, he is right, but
if he means that for household purposes we did
not give sufficient water, his statement is ineor.
roct. There was no house in North Perth or in
the city that hed to do without the requisite
amount of water for domestic purposes. [ would
prefer to see all the gardens in Perth ruined than
T would see any man, women, or child in the
metropolitan area go without the necessary
amount of water. If the member for Sussex will
show me the list he has of unsewered premises I will
have the matter investigated. The Department
in the last annual report say that they are aware
of the necessity for connecting these promises
in the sewered areas which still remain uncon-
neoted, and that some progress has boen made
in this direction. The Railway Department
have decided to connest their properties, and
approval hag been given to connect other Govern-
ment properties when ciroumstances warrant.

{ ASSEMRBLY.]

Of the list of 319 places there are many railway
premises. The member for Sussex ssys that we
have heen waiting for vears, and have becn told
that these premises will be pulled down. That
is quite trme. Many of the premises are in
Marquis-street, and in that neighbourhood land
has been resumerd for some years for the purpose
of enlarging the goods yards. No doubt the
Minister for Railways was aatuated by the same
feeling that Ministers for Weorks have been
actuated by in regard to the old Barracks and
other Glovernment buildings. e have hoped
against hope that proper offices would be pro-
vided, and we ditl not wish to spend & sum of
£A00 or £600 in connecting tho sewerage system
with tho Barracks if we coulld avoid it.

Mr. Smith : What about the menace to health ?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKSN: What little
ix [efr of the pan system is wonderfully in advance
of what used to he the case some,30 years ago.  Tf
anyone had proposed the installation of the pan
syatem then they would havo leen told that
it was quite unnecessary. Wy have had a very
Zood pan systom, and what i< left of it [ will try
to get abolished as quickly as possible. One
of the hotels not yot connected in the city is
His Mujesty's and the theatre, which belonyg
to Mr. Molloy. The hon. member would have
Mr. Molloy foreed to conneet this property up
with the sewerasc system. We have been trying
to get this dono ourselves., | would point ont
that this place is connocted up with a most
clficient septic tonk aysiem, und that therefore
the pan system does hot entor into the question
so far ns these premises are concerned. If we
do press for some of these sewerage connestions
that are on the list, 1 know we shall find that there
sro some people who are not in good circum-
atances, and T trust T can take it that every
memlier of this House and of another place will
not write to mo or nsk me to have extensions
of time given for payment. Some members of
Parlisoment, out of sympathy or throuch phil-
anthropie motives, have in the past endes voured
to scoure these extensions of time. Of the ex-
penditure of £348,379 on theie conneetions, by
way of advances to owners of propetties, the
sum of £332,933 has now been repeid.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Some of our loan meney
is goming back,

The MINISTER 1'OR WORKS: Tt shows
that we can rely upon Weslorn Australia to pay
its debts. T wonld infcrm the member for North
Perth that some portion of a scheme which will
eventually give that part of the city more water
is now being carried out, namely, the enlarge
meat of the main, which hns been started from
(iuildford towards P’erth, from eight inches to
12 inches. Ax we can get the pipes so shall
we carry on this 12 inch main, and that will
relieve the trouble to a pgreat extent. Another
reason why srome of the larmor pipes have not
heen installed is owing to their enormous cost.
We have had to pay about £20 per ton for pipes
which not long ago only cost £7. Some of the
pipes that have been laid down in the past 12
months weighed three tons ench and are only 12£t.
in length. 1t will thus be scen that we cannot
go far without spending & large sum of money.
The Hume Pipe Co. is, I think, about to start
manufacturing in the State. Tt is the inteation
of the department to give these pipes an ex-
haustive trial and see whether or not we aan
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Bave a oconsiderable sum of money in adopting
them in places where they are suitable. Where
they have been wsed in the other States the
reports of the engineers have been good.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thope yon will give them
a grood trial before you apend a Jot of money on
them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKF: We will do

so, I am not likely fo allow a lot of nmoney
to be spent until we are satislied that they are

good. My perdonal opinion is that they are
all right. The member for North Perth also

referred to the storm-water drainage, and in that
ke became the mouthpiece of the Town Clerk of
Perth. It is true the Perth City Council have
heen in communication with the Government in
connection with the report of the City Engineer,
Mr. Galbraith. The work hag not been put in
hand, but when the Loan Bill comes down,
if the Treasurer is able to inc¢lude in it the money
required, we will atart the works at once. I
regret that Item No. 9 was not given in detail.
The itemisation of this escaped my notice,
but 1 will look into the question. Regarding the
member for Subiaco, T would like to inform
him that negotiations have been procceding with
reference to the acquiring of land for many
months past, for & site npon which to erect the
aecessary buildings, so that arrangemonts may
be made tv go on with the sewerage aystem.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I hope you will see that
& proper water supply service is provided before
yout go on with the sewerage. Thete iy notso
much hurry about that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
that it is all right. A question has arisen as to
whether the land which we have been endeavour-
ing to acquire will not be required in connection
with the extension of the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane. Until that question is decided,
it would be injudicious for me to authorise
expenditure which in a little while may prove
of no avail. However, this matter is being kept
in view. I will take great pleasure in placing
before the Premier and other members of the
Cabinet the represantations which were made by
tho member for East Perth. I am quite satisfied
that they will receive the consideration they
deserve. There is no necessity for me to say
more heyond thanking the member for Sussex
{Mr. Pickeirng) for giving the House the benefit
of his professional experience in relation to the
work of my departmente.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Perhape he is looking
for a job.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not at all.
It is gratifying to find a member giving the
Committes the benefit of his professional ex-
perience gratuitously.

Hon. W, (. ANGCWIN (North-East Fremantle}
[5-47]: I hope the Minister for Works will
consider whether he should do anything in
connection with the extension of sewerage opera-
tions before providing an efficient water supply
for the people. It is not only a matter afiecting
Perth but Fremantle as well. In North-East
Fremantle when men come off shift they oannot
get sufficient water to wash themselves and they
have to go back to the sea in order to get & wash.
It is essential that the water supply should be
improved, and when the water supply has been
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improved, then we can go ahead with the ex.
tension of the sewerage system. I am not like
the membher for North Perth (Mr. Smith) whe
waited until last session to discover the necessity
for on improved water supply. T have been
speaking about this for years past,

Mr. Smith: Se have I. Look at * Hansard ™
for the past six years or so.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: When the present
position i improved, then the Committeo will
be willing to consider the oxtenrion of the sewerage
system.

Mr. Harrison : Is not the sewerage system a
grest consunier of water ¥

Hon. W. C. ANUWIN : The sewerage systern
naturally decreases the supply available for
washing and domestic purposes. The member
for North Perth referred to Government institu.
tions not being connected with the sewerage
scheme. Would it not be ridiculous for any
Government to spend hundreds of thousands of
pounds, which, in the course of a very little time
will have to he absolutely lost, seeing that the
offices will be done away with and replaced *

Mr. Smith: That was said years ago.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It is very casy to say
that these offices should be connected up, bat
if it is simply a matter of wasting money, it is
ridiculous to put up such an argument.

Mr. Smith: They have to pay for the pan
system now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course they do.
They will have to pay interest and sinking fund
on the large amonnt which would be involved
in connecting up with the sewerage. The work
of connecting up tho post office and the depart-
ments in those buildings was started before the
Labour Covernment went out of office.

The Minister for Works: That is completed
now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: To oarry out the
suggestion of the member for North Perth
would mean a sheer waste of hundreds of
thousands of pounda.

Mr. Smith: Surely there should bhe & time
limit.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:; We have to consider
the guestion of money. It has to be realised
that it the sewerage ayatem is extonded, Govern-
ment money will have to be supplied to private
individuals to conneet their premises up with
the system.

Mr. Smith: But the people pay that money
back and the Government get intercst.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But if the Govern-
ment havo only £100,000 available and private
people want it, the Government have not that
£100,000 to spend in other necessary direstiony.
T am plessed that the Minister is making some
provision for en improved water supply in
Frementle, but at the same timae it is rather hard
lines for the Fremantie water rates to be jumped
up from 6d. to 1s. 2d. in the pound for the pur-
pose of paying for the honvier capitalisetion
for tho city of Perth. That is wrong, Fre
mantle got just as good & water supply for fid.
in the pound, and yet when the (lovernment
conneoted up the two schemes we had to pay
1s. 2d. in the pound.

Mr. Harrison: Unification does not always
pay, then.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN : Not always, but even
that would not be so bad if it were not for the
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fact that we find that the city always gets first
attention and the outer suburbs come in after-
wards. The requirements of Perth bave to be
met bhefore Fremantle con he considered. Even
the report by the Melbourne expert, Mr. Ritchie,
deals wholly with the question of how water can
Le got to Mt Eliza. There ia no reference to
Claremont, Cottealos, and Fremantle, which
keep the city going.

The Minister for Works: You know we are
putting the mains down there.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know the Minister
is doing something, but there was no water to
ha got throtugh the mains.

The Minister for Works : You will get it yet.

Mr, Hudson : Yet they charge for excess ?

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN: There is air in the
pipes. Tt has bcen shown that although the
tap is turned on and water does not coms gut
on account of the air in the pipes, yet the meter
works.

Mr. Harrison: That is & profitable part of the
water supply scheme.

Hon. W. (&, ANGWIN: T do not know that
the Minister can be blamed so very much re
garding the water supply position. Wo realise
the necessity for money being expended in the
agriculbural areas, and we have always supported
that expenditure. In the ciroumstances the
Minister has probably not been able to secure
the necessary money to go on with the water
supply improvements. With the funds he has
had at his disposal the Minister has not done

so badly.

Mr. DUFFE (Claremont) [3-58]: People seem
to be under the impression that Cottesloo is
well off regarding its water supply. I do not
blame the Ministor for the shortage down thers,

The CHATRMAN: T thought the Minister
had replied and the general diseussion had
finished. )

Mr. O'Loghlen: The last was the third time
the Minister has replied. He replied to the
goneral disoussion last week.

The CHAIRMAN: T thought we were dis.
cussing items. The gemeral diseussion has
finished : the Minister closed it.

Mr. DUFF: You allowed the member for
North-Enst Fremantle to speak, and I thought
1 could sontinue as well.

The CHAIRMAN : I thought the member for
North-East Fremantle intended to refer to an
jtem, and for thet reasen J allowed him io go
on.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: If I committed a breach
of the Standing Orders I apalogise, but I knew
that the Minister had spoken last time, and as
other members had spoken since I desired to
take up some time.

The CHAIRMAN : The question is that the
vote stand as printed.

Ttem, Under Seerotary, £100:

Mr. PICKERTNG : 1 desice to draw sttention
to the small amount of selary set against the
ollice of under secretary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is on the Works
Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING : Surely it is unnecessary in
any oage to have both an under secretary and
an assistant under seoretary. Could not the
two positions be combined ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MININTER FOR WORKS: Prior to My
Munt being made assistant Public Service Com
migsioner he ocoupied the position of Under
Recretary for Works and Water Supply, and the
salary was divided between the two departments.
At present we have an acting Under Secretary,
and the amount provided in this vote must be
added to what is provided in the Works Esti-
toates. Tt is absurd to snggest that the Under
Secretary is receiving only £154 o year.

Item, Engineer Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage, Metropolitan arca, £636:

Mr. ROBINSON: For some vears we have
had a sewernge system having an outlet into
the river. [ do not think the present engineer
is tio blame for that.

The CHATRMAN : Ts the hon. momber dis
cussing the salary of this ofticer !

Mr. ROBINSON : No, the subject matter.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member may
diseuss only the amount. Tf T permitted him to
discuss the subject matter, we would never get
through the Estimates, -

Hon. P. Collier: We hekl up this vote the
other night in the hope that you would speak on
it.

Mr. ROBINSON : T thought I could mention
this matter and still comply with the rulea. I
feel somewhat agsrieved that other memberas
have been permitted to indulge in general dis-
cussion.

Vote put and passed.

Vote --Other hydraulio undertakings charge
ahle to revenue, £38,767—agreed to.

Vote- ~Perth City Markets, £1,081 ;

Hon, P. COLLIER : Is this item in any way
connected with the new ecity markets which have
been opened in Wellington-street ¥

The Minister for Mines:; They are run by the
city eouneil.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Which Minister is in
charge of this vote ?

The Minister for Mines: Al of us.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the DMinister
for Works can answer my question.

The Minister for Works: T should say it is
not connected with the open markets.

Mr. Smith: These Estimates were prepared
long before the iden of open markets was con.
caived.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the Minister
could ageommodate in the Perth City Marketa
the people who attend the open markets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
Perth Cisy Markets were first ecstablished they
were run by the city counoil.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You used to buy rahbits
there in the early morning.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The kerb-
stone markets are run by the city council T
cannot give any further information.

Hon. P. Collicr : Perhaps one of the four other
Ministers can.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Minister for Railways, Hon. J.
Soaddan, Minister.

Vote—Railways,
supply, £2,426,048:

tramways, and electricity
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hom. J.
Scaddan-—Albany) [6-5): It is ususl for the
Minister in gharge of an important department
to make & few remarks by way of introducing
his Estimates, but I would point ous that the
operations of our railways are by Aot of Parlia-
ment placed under the control of the Com.
missioner of Railways who submits n eompre-
hensive report to Parlinment. Tbe report has
been before members for some time and it should
therefore not be necessary for me to deal with
these Estimates. in the same detail as if the
report had not been presented. We must
recognise that the railways constitute an im.
portant part of our system of government.
When we ¢onsider that the estimated revenue this
year is six million pounds, and that we expeot
to receive more than 50 per cent. of that amount
from the operations of our railways, we get a
hetter apprecistion of what the reilways mean
to tha CGovernment. T am not stressing the
importance of the railways merely from the point
of view of pounds, shillings and pence, What
I wish to emphasise is their importance to the
varipus industries of the State. The total ex-
penditure, including interest and sinking fund
in respect of all State leans, is estimated to
exceed seven million pounds during this financial
year, and the amount required for interest and
working oxpenses on our railways alone ia ap.
proximately two and ahalf million pounds.
The eatimated revenue fur ;this vear is a
little over threc million pounds, which
shows that the railways are an important
earning as well as o large spending department.
T do not know whether I should open up a dis.
cussion on all matters affecting the railway
systom. Very reluctantly we have had to
inorease the freights and charges on commoditics
carrieil on the railways. We are outitled to
8ay that as this is a service rendered to a seetion
of the community- -a very hig section I admit- -
it is but right that those people who benelit
thereby should pay something approuching at
least the cost of the service.

My, Harrison : Your estimates last year were
more than realised.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T shall
come to that presently. We do not suggest
that the railways under existing conditions should
pay both working expenses and interest. This
vear we shall fall short by about £€200,000 and
when we add the amount from general revenue
for sinking fund account, the actual loss on the
railway syatem will approximate £300,000 or
£400,000 for the ycar. While this theoretieally
speaking is correct, in actual practice it is mot
quite correct. A fair percentnge of the ex-
penditure from revenue is increasing the capital
value of our railway system year by year. Al-
though the general recvenue has to provide a
cortain sum to meet sinking fund charges, the
actual expeaditure from revenue is adding to
the asset which is a permanent asset. The
Commissioner of Railways in his annual report
pointsa out that the total eapital expenditure
chargeable to the railways exceeds 1B miilion
pounds. Taking into account our mileage, this
omount is smaller than the capital expenditure in
other States in comparison with their mileage.
For thia expenditure we have over 3,500 miles
of main line not including sidings, but notwith.
standing this our system is a heavy burden on
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the community, and must remain so for a number
of years to come, betause this State is still in the
developmental stage. If the lands of this State
where railways are operaling were under control
as are the Canadian lands held under the lancd
grant system, the difference would bhave been
made up by revenue earned from the land. We
do not take oredit for earnings from the land
in this way. We have distriot railways at
Ravensthorpe and in the Pilbara distriot, which
railways are responsible for heavy expenditure.
each year over and above the revenuo asctually
carned. To impose froights and oharges to
meet working costs and interest on these lines
would result in closing them down. The dis-
tricts concerned could not pay such charges.
Therefore, portions of our railway system must
be accepted as o general charge on the com.
mnnity until further development takes place.
I think that in connection with (lovernment
owned railways, tho correct system would he
not to hand over reilways designed for develop-
mental purposes to the Working Railways for
some period except for the purpose of operating
them. They should not be included in the
rovenue and cxpenditure accounts of the Rail-
ways, They should he kept separate from the
main system which is sarving & definite and settlod
community and which should pay the cost of
operating. The devolopmental railways shoull
be kept in a general account 5o that the paople
might be informed to what extent our industries
were being so0 subsidised. So far we have not
adopted this course. We keep no details of
the operations on the various sections of our
railways and it is frequently said that our rail-
ways are not paying, bub it must be realised
that a portion of the system was never expected
to pay until development took place. There are
many places where railways are constructed on
the same principle that the Lerth City Counail
intend to construet their tramway, namely, in
order to open up the country and thus earn
the revenue required. Under our system of
finance, all our railways are lumped together
and we refer to the whole systom as paying or
failing to pay. If we exclude those portions
of our railway system which were intended to be
means of development rather than means of
earning revenue, we may fairly claim that our
roilway system is serving us well.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Your scheme would invelve
sectional returns.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS: Yes.
Sitting suspended from 6-15 io 7-30 p.m.

The MINISTER I"OR RAILWAYS: I said
at the ontset that detailed information re-
garding the working of the Railway Depart-
ment has been submitted to members in the
report of the Commissioner of Railways, who
i5 charged by Parliament with the control of
the railway system, Apart from financial
poliey, therefore, little remains for the Min
ister to say. Owing to the additional coat
cntailed on the Railway Department in the
matter of salaries and wages, the Govern-
ment have been reluctantly compelled to in-
crease foares, freights, and charges to those
to whom the gervices are being rendered.
The increase in wages under last year's
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awanl amounted to £1652,000, although the
award was made late in the year. In-
ereaged salaries ariging out of the same
awanl amounted to about £42,000. Thuy the
total increase was about £200,000. Taking
into congideration the additional staff ren-
deretl necessary by the incereased nileage,
aml taking into consideration alse the in-
crease in the cost of voal, about £50,001, and
the inereased cost of material, it will he seen
flat the inereases in freights and fares
were necessary.  Sinee then there has been
another arbitration award affeeting  the
minimumn rate of wages in the railway sys-
tem, and it is estimated that that award will
mean  an  inereased  expenditure of about
£280,000 per annum. That additional amount
will have to be found during this financial
year, plus an amount of approximately
£93,000 required to pay retrospertive wages
due under the award. 1 think hon. members
wili apprecinte the task with whieh, in the
eireumstances, we were faeed in trying to
make our railway system, while serving the
best interests of the various industries, ap-
proach somewhere to paying the cost of
operating,. We bave also cndeavoured dur-
ing the last 12 months to provide additional
facilitice. Recently 1 asked the Commis-
sioner of Railways to furnish me with in-
fuymation regarding fucilities whieh, during
the past financial year, lave been provided
at sidings and stations for the purpose of
enabling, particularly stock, and to a lesser
extent goods, to be more conveniently
handled than was previously the case, From
the point of view of handiing stock, anyhow,
the last financial year has been a record in
the matter of providing additional facilities,
In most cases the new faecilities are on a
more up-to-date plan than was previously
followed, which means a very large saving
to those who have to use our railways for
the conveyance of stock, The method of
catching sheep in a wire-netting press and
then carrying them one after another to a
truck is altogether obsolete, The railway
system must be made convenient not only
from the point of view of those actually
running it, but also from the point of view
of the users. I can, if desired, furnish de-
tails of tha stations and sidings where such
additional facilities have been provided, and
also of new sidings established, and also of
stations and sidings where the aceommoda-
tion has been amplificd. The amount of ex-
pense involved is very heavy. I have at.
tempted, with the eo-operation of the Com-
missioner, to lay it down as policy that if
we have funds available they shall be ex-
pended rather in supplying facilities where
none exist, than in replacing obsolete faeili-
tics. The traffic of ecourse increases at, for
instance, a siding where improved facilities
are provided, but then it falls off at more
distunt and less convenient sidings. How-
ever, the users of the railway system are
suved vongiderable amounts, partly thanks to
the reduction of the distance over which they
have to drive their stock, and partly thanks
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to the lesser time oceupied in loading stock.
The "one serious trouble we have at present
is the question of roitling stock, particularly
lovomotives. So far as we are able te judge
at the moment, the cost of locomotives in
future is going to be anything up to three
times higher than it was before the war. |
believe the last locomotive landed in West-
ern Australin, a purchase of the Midland
Railway Co., cost, by the time the company
had it working, something over £12,000;
wheveas a similar locomoetive could, prior to
the war, have been landed and put in work-
ing order for less than £5,000, If we are
going to inerease our railway mileage, we
must  provide additional rolling stock—not
only carriages and trucks but also locomo-
tives; and the cost is going to be very
heavy indeadl, However, the rolling stock
will have to he obtained. We cannot expect
the country to produce unless there are ways
and means of enabling what is produced, to
be efficiently hondled and brought to market.
Those are the main features which have
characterised the working of the rail\\'ay‘a_\'ﬂ-
tem during the past 12 months and are likely
to manifest themseives during the eurrent
year. The Cemmwissioner of Railways has
busicd himsgelf tremendously in personally
agcertaining what is happening throughout
the system. Colonel Pope has laid himself
out to make the railways operate not only
to tlie convenience of those running them,
but especially to the convenience of the users.
It that respeet he has effected enormous im-
provements during the past financial year,
having regard to the lmited funds at hiy
disposal for that purpose. If we can supply
the additional facilities he is anxious to ob
tain in the way of rolling atock, locomotives,
and sidings, [ think our railway system will
be satisfactory from every point of view, I
regret, however, that the necessary funds are
not at present available. Still, I believe that
the ngers of our railways to-day may, in
spite of the formidable diffieuities which
have confronted the Commissioner, be de-
scribed as receiving better facilities than
ever before.

Mr., WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [7.39]: T
had intended on this occasion to deal with
several matters to which I referred last ses.
sion; Lut, having been given an opportunity
of perusing the report of the Commissioner

‘of Railways, I shall confine myself, in the

matter of criticiam, to the c¢onclusions which
the Commissioner has formed regarding the
working of the 44-hour system. I wish
again to point out that locomotive and train
stafls are still working very long hours. Time
tables still run over 11 or 12 hours, Admit-
tedly it ia very bad from a railway point
of view to have to work men long hours, in-
volving possibilities of aceident and loss, as
well as inconvenienee. In my opinion it is
not imposgible to arrange o time table whirh
will allow the men to work the ordinary eight
hours per day, and T think serious consider-
atiom shonld be given to that particular aa-
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peet when the time table is again under rve-
view, Muarther, there are a large number of
traing working at night which conld easily
work in the day time, Some sections of the
railway system ave praetically  unocenpied
during the day, hut at night traine arve run-
ning in bhoth directions over them. That
policy could be reversed with advantage to
the department, and to the wmen, and to the
customers along the line,  Wherever possible,
trains should be eon in the day time rather
fhan at night time, On the Collie-Xarrogin
line—I think, though 1 am not sure—during
oue period the trains ran at night, and then
the running was done «during the dnay, but
the last time table reverts to night runming

for what reason | do not know. Last
night we heard that in connection with the
Commonwealth  departments  there wag ex-
travaganve, and that there was a poliey of
huilding up Federal departments, I must
give the present Commissioner of Railways
eredit tor having brought about some con-
siiderahie mepsure of reform, and tor havinyg
done fairly good work generally; bhut [ do not
think he is altogether on the right track in
Inilding uwp new branches as he hag heen
doing during the past three or four months.
Where # certain staff have done certain work
comparitively satisfactorily over perieds of
seven or eight years, another set of admin-
istrative beads ave heing appointed in con-
weetion with the working railways, The
Commissioner is nundonbtedly a good railway
wan, with his finger on the pulse of the
whole of the working; bt if he is going to
appoint a cousiderable number of additional
mwlministrative heads, invelving considerably
inereased expense, the value of his own ex.
perienee is lost,  There are too many sub-
heads being appointed, [ understand that
two estea distriet snperintendents are ahout
to L appointed-—one at Northam and one at
Terth. At Perth, before an ordinary train
can be pot running, the matter has to go
through the Distriet Superintendent, and
then the Superintendent of Transport, and
then anether head ealledl the Chief Traffic
Manager, and on top of him the Commis-
gioner  of  Railways—four administrative
heads in one hranch. The suwe thing ap-
plies elsewhere. At Northam a man called
“trafic inspector’’ has been  appointed to
look after the running of traflic. And now
it is proposed to appoint at Northam a dis-
irict superintendent Fhere has never been a
distriet superintendent at Northam sinee the
railway serviee waps cstablished. That dis-
triet superintendent will require to have his
chief elerk, and his typist, and his admin-
istrative offiecrs—costing £1,000 per annum
at the very least. Tn apite of that, the office
of ingpector is to be continued.

Mr. Smith: Perhaps the distriet superin-
tendent will be able to save £3,000 a year,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Too many people aro
heing placed in charge of departments, and
they are engaged in huilding up staffs in
order to make their own positions of greater
relative importance, T do not think it is
necessary to have all this administration, The
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thujority of the men in the Railway Depart-
ment know what to do, and, on the evidence
of the Commissioner’s own report, do it
fairly well,  The (‘ommissioner says he is
very pleased with his staff, and he praises
their work. In spite of that, however, new
administrative heads are heing  appointed
in various directions, 1 do not think the
railway men need all this looking after, In
private establishments we do net find the aid-
ministrative heads ronning all over the place.
Ro far as Northam was voncerneld the trafic
ingpevtor there was doing satisfactory work;
yot we findd there s to be a traffie superin-
tendent appointed and with him all the pava-
phierualia that is nsseeiated with the appoint-
ment,  There shonld he a tendeney to ent
down  administrative expenses.  Of courre
there must be a eertain number of men to do -
the work, hnt we can  go on multiplying
ollices needlessly,  If the Commissinner did
ot happen to be a good railway man him-
solf, he would naturally require to have a
lot of foretien and superintendents nround
him and all over the place, hut his poliey is
to get out amongst the railway workers and
siggest from his own experience what should
be donre.  Therefore he does not require all
the administrative heads that it is proposed
to appoiat. The railway wmileage has not
ineveased during the last eight or nine years,
at any rate, not fo a great extent. In 1916
the mileage was five millions, which was a
record.  Tast year it was 4,800,000 miles
el only u certanin number of administrative
leads were necessary.  As the mileage has
nat inerensed, hut has on the contrary de-
ereased, there shonld not be any need to pile
up administrative expenses.

The Minister for Railways: Ts it not pos-
sible from the very figures vou have quoted
that these administrative heads are now
necessary ! You know that the weakness in
owr railway aystem is in connection with
transportation,

Mr, WILTCOOK: T know that ecrtain dis-
tricts had more train aceommodation than
wils neecgsary, hut that could have been ve-
dueed without appointing more administra-
tive heads. The faet remaing that the trains
were running aml were net paying, and the
conveniences which were being supplied were
morve than the country could afford and eon-
sequently they were reduced. Tn spite of the
fact that during the period of the war
the train wnileage has decreased, and we
have not constructed any new railways to
speak of, yet we have a proposal that all
these new appointments arc to be made, and
we know that in their trail there will follow
new  staffs, These appointments will mean
that the administrative charges will be in.
erensed by at least £10,000 a year. Tt is not
necessary to have all these increased charges
piled up in councetion with the railway
system of the State. To the Locometive De-
partment we find that in Fremantle, Mid-
land and Perth there have always been three
lovo. foremen. Now it is suggested that the
loco. foreman in Perth should bhe in charge
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of the three depots, while the others will be
subsidiary, and will receive the same salary,
and in 8six or cight months time we will
find that the man who has been appointed
in Perth will consider it necessary to travel
over the system and that some one will
have to be placed in the office he was in, in
Perth, to do his work. 1 said st the eom-
meneement that [ intended to eonfine my re-
marks to the question of the 44 hours. The
C‘ommissioner states that sinee the intro-
duetion of the 44 hours, the produetion of the
railway depavtment has decrveased by about
81 per cent,, particularly in connection with
the railway  workshops, and the permanent
way, he states, is getting into a bad con
dition. 1 did uot have any special informa-
tion in vegard to this matter until I looked
up the Commissioner’s report.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Tt has been quoted all over
Australia,

Mr. WILLCOCK: [ noticed in the ¢*Daily
News’! the other day that what the Commis-
sioner had to say on the subject of the ro-
duction of the hours was quoted in New South
Wales. But the Counnissioner’s report is only
an opinion, and the Commissioner said that
it was not pessible to base any definite con-
¢lusion on less than a twelve months com-
parison. The remarks of the Commissioner,
however, were aceepted by New South Wales
as an expression of opinion that simee the in.
troduction of the 44-hours week there has
heen a decrease in the output. I have looked
carcefully through the report to see whether
that statement was jnstified, and I failed to
find that there is any warrant for it. The
Commisgioncr states that no additions were
made during the year, but that 107 loco-
motives received general overhanls while 23
had bheavy repairs. Then he compares what
was done in the previous year under the 43
hours weekly, and states that the numbers
were 82 and 12 respectively; so that about
2 per cent. more work has been done sinee
the introduetion of the 44 hours so far as the
general overhauls were converned and over
100 per cent, in regard to the heavy repairs.
Tt has alse to be remembered that what was
known as a kerogsene overhanl was given to
locomaotives dQuring the period of the war
owing to the inability to get material,

Mr. Johnston: And dozens of cngines
were hung up everywhere,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Becrause they could not
get material with whieh to effeet repairs. Now
that they have material enough we find that
23 per cent. more work is done in the shorter
hours of work in the general overhauls, and
over 100 per cent. more in conmection with
the heavy repairs. Looking through the Com-
missioner’s report we find that similar con-
ditions also apply iu the boiler shops. Fifty
per cent, more work was done there than in
the previous year. Tn connection with pas-
senger stoek, 73 vehicles were given a gen-
eral overhaut and 163 had heavy repairs as
against 55 and 144 in the previous year.
Therefore, LI cannot see ~herc decrensed pro-
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duction eomes in, Of course the Commissioner
qualifies his remarks by saying that he is
unot prepared to make n comparison with
previous yecars, but from the cvidence we
have before us we find that the percentage
of work done was greater in the year just
closed than in the year which preeeded it.

The Minister for Railways: They worked
a lot of overtime.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Commissoner points
out in his report that better results have
been obtained since the redueed hours have
come inte operation. There was not much
overtime worked unti]l the beginning of the
present  financial year, and he says that
overtime is now being worked at the locomo-
tive shops, and every effort is being made
to overtake the aecumulation of arrears. The
results, according to the Commissioner’s re-
port, do not justify the statement that the
reduction of hours by cight and a third per
cent. has been followed by a corresponding
reduction in output. If the Railway Depart-
ment during the last ten or fifteen yenrs
deliberately set themselves out to allow the
permanent way to get into a bad state, they
could not have gone about it in o better way
than they have done, that is by reducing the
man power systematically.  [f overtime is
worked it resuits in putting the men inte that
state of inefliciency in which they were when
working 48 hounrs.

The Minister for Railways: The point is
that we should have got the 44-hour results
and the overtime results if they had worked
on Saturday morning. But they were afraid
of losing the 44 hours, which was never in-
tended,

Mr. WILLCOCK: That may have been
the case. Tf a man works short hours he is
in a better state of cfficiency than if He
works long hours. We have to determine
where the limit is.

My, Thomson: The game argument can be
applied to reduee the hours from 44 to 40.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but we must find
the point at which a man is in a proper
state of efficiency for all the time during
which he works. We have not reached that
yet. Until we Qo reach it we cannot get the
best possible .results out of the men. The
same prineiple applics to children studying at
school. Tu that respect there is a general
tendency to cut out home work, as putting
too great o strain on the children.

The Minister for Works: You think that
men onght to stop work when they get tired.

Mr. WILLCOCK: They eannot work well
if they are tired. We sometimes continne to
debate here after we are tired, but we do not
then make mueh progress. To revert to the
permanent wax: if the department had
wanted to allow the permanent way to get
into a state of Qisrepair, they could not have
adopted move satisfactory means than they
have. Man power las been reduced, train
mileage has been inercased, and the tonnage
of the trains also has been increased. Dur-
ing the last ten years there have been eon-
siderable decreases in the load in various
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parts of the State, but there have been ten
timea a5 many inereases. The train miles run
in 1916 were 5,149,000, and in 1920 the ag-
pregate was 207,000 miles less. But as
agningt that lesser number of train miles,
163,000 additional tons were earried. Then
there has been a serious decrease in the staff,
sl the train services have been speeded up.
Heavy loads are detrimental to the perman-
ent way, just as in the case of a road. This
was strikingly illustrated in conucction with
the accident to the Royal train. A heavy
frain waa taken over a road not intended for
heavy trains.

The Minister for
heavier trains on it.

The Minister for Railways:
loads over that line were generally heavier
than was the Prince’s train,

Mr. WILTCOCK: Tt was reported in the
I’ress that the Prince'’s train was the heaviest
that lind been over it.

The Minister for
parsenger train, yes.

Mr, WILLCOCK:
hetween the wheels.

The Minister for Works: Yes, but that
was not the canse of the aceident.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Well, what was it? T
hope it was not Belshevism,

The Minister for Works:
aceident pure and simple.
for T was there.

Mr, WILLCOCK: VYes, you were well and
truly in it. [n 1904 there were 1,720 miles
apen to traffie, and "there were 202 gangers
with G679 men, or 071 persons to look after
the tracks, representing one man to every two
miles, I 1912 the mileage was 2,400, there
were 146 gangers aml 691 men, or a total of
]37: althongh the mileage had inerensed by
about 600, the total number of men had
decrensed by over 100, giving an average of
one man fer every three miles. In 1919 there
were 3,038 miles open to traffic, 320 gangers
and S14 men, or a totnl of 1,034 persons to
look after the tracks, being only one man for
every three and a half miles, On top of
that, there is the increased train mileage and
the inercased tonnage. Apply the same argu-
ment to the dining room here, nnd we could
put on another covurse, reduce the staff, and
expeet better serviec.

The Minister for Works: Those spur lines
do not require the same maintenance, and in
addition they have not the same traffie.

My, WILLCOCK: XNo, that is so, but
tloge lines have heen built for ten or twelve
yeare, The point is the incvease in the train
mileage and the deerease in the men. Jf the
permanent way has deteriorated in condition,
the fact that the working hours of the men
have been reduced from 48 to 44 is not rve-
sponsible for it. Tn the evidenee given in
the New South Wales vonrt the remarks of
the Commissioner of Railways were quoted.
Tt was pointed out that the Commissioner
had anid that sinee the introduetion of the
44 hours the railway track had deteriorated,
and that he saddled the respousibility on
to the reduction of hours. I zay that a dif-

Works: It had had

Works: The heaviest

And with longer spans

No, it was an
[ ought to know,

The ordinary’
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ferent set of circumstances altogother has
been responsible for that eondition of affairs.
The Uommissioner qualified his statemont by
saying that, after all, he could not give com-
parative results. It would have been consid-
erably better if the (ommissioner had said
nothing at all on the subjeet, because his re-
marks have had a very serious effect on the
vonditions of the working class all over Aus-
fralin. Wherever an inguiry has been lheld,
the Commissioner’s statement has been put
in as cvidenee and, of course, without the
Commissioner's qualifying temarks.  The
Commissioner on that oceasion made a
grossly partisan employer’s statement, which
he should not have made without being sup-
ported by the facts, :

Hon. P. Collier:
own refutation.

M, WILLCOCK: That is so, Hwery-
where we look throughout the department
there is wore work being done, The Com-
missioner says also that the -lathes have been
thoroughiy overhauled.  KEverywhere through-
ont the service he reports thiere is more work
heing done, while lie maintains that there
is decreased production owing to the num-
her of hours which have been worked. The
staff has not increased in ratio to the amount
of work which he details has been done.
Before his vext report is available I hope
the Commissioner will have some more Te-
hable data to gg upen and that he will
furnish it. He says that he has data and
that it is available for eriticism, but up to
the present time I have not heen able to
got it. No ome in connection with the rail-
way unions has been supplied with such datn
up to now, When a statement of this kind is
made publie the unions should have an oppor-
tunity to critieise it. That opportunity has
not been piven to us up to the present. We
ean gnly go on the figures supplied in the
report, which do not hear out the statements
of the Commissioner, Tf we were to accept
this statement without protest, we would (le-
serve all we got and that would not he
shorter hours, So far as the hours of labour
are concerned, the organisation of industry
about whieh we hear so much, the inventious,
the new machinery and all those things
which have made sueh rapid strides, and the
improvements of mechanism ‘in its applica-
tion te power, during the past 30 years or
g0, have all meant henefit to the people who
have owned the machinery that has heen so
greatly improved. The hours of the people
who ure operating this machinery, howaver,
limve not heen reduced during the whole of
that period. Before the Commissionér agiin
makes statements of this kind in his report
lic should go into the matler, and give the
people  who Thave some knowledge of the
nuestion an opportunity to atudy the data
from whieh he draws his conclusions, Tf
that is donc | feel sure it will he found
that the production resnlting from the 44
hours work will he equal if not superior to
that which wnas the case hefore the intro-
daction of the 44 hours systen,

The statement carries its
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Mr, PIESSE (Toodyay) {8.17): L wish
to express my satisfaction at the facilities
provided at railway stations by the Railway
Department dwring the past 12 months, par-
ticwlarly in regard to trucking yards. [t
is pleasing to notice that the railway depart-
ment have got away from the extravagant
system of constructing yards, and bhave in-
trodueed the more economical style of using
old sleepers which make very good trucking
yarde,  This has been a long felt want in
the past, and the reason why these yards
have not heen supplied has been because of
the high ecost of construction. By the aid
of old sleepers the yards are mwwore cheaply
constructed, and have many years of useful
serviee hefore them, [ feel sure they will
he of great benefit to the districts con-
cerned,  We are again in the midst of a
most anxious time through the fires caunsed
hy lovomotives that pass through the prass
country. These fireg are of daily and nightly
oveurrence, and it only needs the close ob-
servation of those who travel through the
listricts between Baker's Hill and Northam
for them to notice how often these fires
ocecur.  The amall farmers along the line
are pnt to preat expense by being forced
to employ special labour to watch their pro-
perties as the traing dash past. Many people
will agree with me that the trains daily set
fire to the country. On our last trip we saw
20 fires within three or fdur miles, and men
dashing for their lives to reseue their crops,
This must appeal to members and the Gov-
crnment a1 something which ghould be ob-
viated, .Just near Tipperary I saw a place
where o fire from an engine had destroyed a
growing erop of wheat, The wheat was not
ripe, but there was sufficient dry grass to
carry the fire.

Hon. P, Collier: Did you say Tipperary?
It must have been a Sinn Feiner.

My, PIESSE: Tt was pitiful to see good
wheat destroyed in this way. The depart-
ment from time to time have done their best
to encourage men to use the best of their
talents in devising o suitable spark arrester,
What would obviate the trouble would be to
burn wider guards along the line, Certainly
the department muost be prepared to go o
more expense in this vegard. The Commis-
sioner will tell us that it is the doty of the
tarmers to prepare his own guard. On many
oeeasions  the Railway Department have
failed to provide snfficient guards along the
railway hounndaries.

Mr. Johnston: Tt was pretty expensive
for the department in the case of Gamble’s
plave,

Mr, PIESSE: That ease oecurred at Mt
Marshall, and cost the State a considerable
suin of monev. There was apparently gross
earclessuess on the part of the railway men
who were making the guard. T sghould like
to impress upon the Minister the meed for
a better system in the matter of fire hrakes
that are made by the department. Within
the Jast four or five years many of these

. Uollie coal.
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guards have been ploughed hy countraet, but
unfortunately the work has been put in
hand too late in the scason. I pointed this
out last winter td one of the railway officials,
awt said that the track should have been
muade carlier. ‘There is no fear of a fresh
growth of grass. When the ploughs get to
work umder the presemt system the groumd
is toe hard and the puard is only an in-
different one when it is made. T feel sure
the Minister iz unconscions of the preat
necessity that cxists for an improvement in
this direction throughont the farming com-
munity, as well as in regard to the use of
We know it is almost impossible
to get other conl ut present, but 1 hope
every cffort will he made to minimise the
danger that cxists. One other matter [
would like to mention is as to the policy not
0 much of the departiuent as of the Gov-
crament of the day. [ refer to railway
freights. It is impossible for settlers or
selectors to <develop their agricultural landas
that are 300 or 400 milea inlund with any
hope of snecess under the present high rail-
way tariff, Something should be done to
help that particular scetion of the com-
munity. The cost of everything is so great,
inelunding machinery and neecssities that o -
requireit for the seecessful development of
farm lands, that if we cannot devise somv
zone system which will meet the cae the Gov-
ernment should give apecial consideration to
these who have endeavoured to make pro-
duetive those lands which would otherwise
be non-productive, Tf we cannot help them
hy means of railway freights, [ wounld sug-
gest that the land should be given to the
people provided they developed it, rather
than that we shonld impose sueh heavy rail-
way freights as is now being done, The
suine thing may be said to apply to all in-
dustries. There are men in the mining in-
dustry who no dowht are being heavily taxed
so far as the railage of necessary foods and
tools are concerned. T hope this point will
Iie mnoted by the Government, and that they
will give cvery consideration to thesc who
are trying to make productive that land
which is at present entirely non-produetive.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [8.25]: T was
very gratified te hear the Minister vxpress
his satisfaction at having given inereaged
facilities for the tranaport of livestock.
The figures show an increase of 25 per
cont. in the rovenwe for the carringe of
livestoek for the past 12 months, That is
pleasing te mnote, especially by those Who
agitated for increased facilities on existing
lines. TFf we ean only seeure still further
inereased facilities for getting to owr stu-
tions by means of an improvement in our
roads, sneh as has been advoeated here be-
fore, the Minister will be equally pleased
with the results that will follaw. Thers
has been in this ease an expenditure on the
part of the railways in order to give in-
ercased faellities for the traunsit of live-
stork.,  What has been asked for in this
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House in the past is not expenditure on
behalf of the railways, but that they should
give increased facilities for the making of
hetter roads. Up to the present the rail-
ways have had practieally no traflic in the
carrisage of road material for the road
heards, 1t they will co-operate with and
nusist road boards in their endeavour to
muke better roads, and earry the road
material at cost in the same way that they
cury material for the ballasting of their
own lines, the railways themselves will
henefit by the giving of these facilities, for
tley will lead to the making of better roads
fe. and from the railway ecentres, This wili
also tend to give the railways increased
trafliv.  For ycars past the Railway Com-
wissioners have placed every obstacle in
the way of the carringe of voand material.
I am sure the Minister for Works will bear
me out in that, [ am not speaking of the
jresent Commissioner but of past (‘fommis-
sinners.

Hou. W, €. Angwin: Why should they
pnt ubstacles in the way!

Mr. MONEY: Why should there be a
milway?  The answer to that question is
the answer to the other question in regard
to ronds. At first this road material eould
not be earried, 1 am pleased and gratified
1o know that the Minister for Railways
now admits that the railways are prepared
to do this.

Hon. W. & Angwin: They always carry
read materinl when they are employed to
do s0,

Mr. MONEY: Not at cost.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: They are earrying
most things at under cost.

Mr. MONEY: This would bhe a public
benefit. The rmilways would not lose any-
thing at «ll hecause at preseat there is no
snch traflie, [f it is carried at cost
hundreds of miles of roads will benefit ex-
tengivelv, 'The road boards will be able to
repair aml construet three miles of road
to every onc mile they ean do to-day. That
will he of immense benefit to the people of
the State, especially in the country dis-
tricta, and will mean no loss to the rail-
ways., The road boards and the people are
prepaveil to pay the cost of transit exactly
on the same basis as the railways pay the
vest of ballasting their own lines. We
often forget what the railways are really
there fur. Our ronds ure main roads and
if the two could only pull together in the
interests of the State, much good would
result. I hope that the Minister will
appreciate the importanee of the gquestion
b have brought forward, und 1 hope that,
in his reply, he will be able to assure the
Committee that hoth he and the Commis-
sioner are propared to carry out the pro-
pusal,

Me. MALEY (Greeoough) [8.32]: There
have heen two increases in fares and
freights on our railway system since we
Inst considered the Estimates. There was

a storm of criticism at the time the in-
vrease was made in Decomber of last year,
1 wish to complain regarding the figures
whieh were asked for as a justification for
the increagse. The (ommigsioner made cer-
tain eomparisons regarding what he sug-
gested were similar conditions in the East-
ern States and here. Uinfortunately for us
we found that the comparison was made on
the capaeity of the respective stock truclks.
The comparison wus drawn between the
stock trucks carried on the broader gauge
lines in the Fast and with those on our
smaller narrow gauge railways hete. I
contend that the comparison was not a fair
one.  The increases proposed recently are
sueh that they have become an absolute
hurden on the producer, The increases have
reached the absolute limit and the effect
is noticed in the returns from the sales at
the stock yards at Midland Jupetion, 1t
is a matter for complaint alse that the
users of the railway aystem were penalised
when au award was given against the Com-
missioner in the Arbitration Court. Tnevit-
ably the inereased cost has to he passed
on, for T (o not know where else the money
can be seeurel. Lt is interesting to note,
however, that when {he tramway em-
ployees sceured an inerease in wages, the
Government took the opposite point of
view. They immediately introduced penny
sectiona on the tramways, although the
trams were already overcrowded om the
threepenny basis. Where i3 the consistency
there? What sort of a policy is that?

The Minister for Railways: If you have
heen amongst us down here, and are not
able to seo it for yourself, it is no good
attempting to tell you,

Mr. MALEY: It reduced the revenue.

The Minister for Railways: I have not
heard that., You may he right, ot course.
You may know.

Mr. MALEY: It
reagon——

The Minister for Railways:
sland to reason at all

Mr., MALEY: The aysteww was over-
erowded on the 34l basis and the Minister
says that by the introduction of penny see-
tions he has got more revenve,

The Minister for Railways: Don’t you
krow that there were certain hours when
every tram is crowded? We are making the
tramg crowded all the time by taking money
which we formerly lost.

Mr. Willcock: They iucrensed the work-
vre’ faves trom 3d, to 4d.

Mr. MALEY: §t is having the same effect
as in the country, Those on the outside
areas have to pay inore.

The Minister for Railways:
trausfers.

Mr. MALEY: The farther the people are
from ‘the eentre of the rity, the more they
have to pay.

The Minister for Railways: It is the same
as hefore; yon cannot help that.

only stands  fo

it does not

We abolished
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Mr. MALEY: 1t can be overcome; the
dilliculty is not insurmountable,

The Minister tor Railways: The same old
story; there is no business I could not make
pay if 1 had the management of it. ‘That
is what you say.

Mr. MALEY: It is rather astonishing to
licar that the penny scetion business has in-
creased  the earnings instead of deerensing
thewr.  If that principle can be applied to
the tramways, why should it not be applied
te the railways!?

The Minister for Railways: How do you
man, reduetion! There has been an increase
of fares on the tramways. We do not earry
passengers over the same distance for the
sume amount as previously.

Mr. Jobnston; [IPPeople pay 1d. now for
what they paid 3d. for.

The Mintster for Railways: They pay Id.
now, where they walked formerly.

Mr. MALEY: | congratulate the depart-
ment regarding the extra facilities they have
leen  providing  for stock throughout tme
eountry amd [ would like to emphasise the
point of view expressed by the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) regarding the risks
from sparks from engines throughout the
apriendtural helt. TLast week one farmer lost
400 acres of crop which would have gone
ahont 20 hushels to the acre. Tnfortunately
that farmer’s insurance policy would not
have come into operation wntil Four days
alter the crop had been burnt out. I am
aware that the Commissioner has urged farm.
ers unnually to plough their fire-breaks, but
that is not sufficient because the necessary
precantions by the Commissioner of plough-
ing his own fire-breaks, are taken too late.
While we naturally feel that it is hard that
these increased fares and freights should be
impoged. 1 suppose the money has to be
Tfound somewhere.

Mr. Brown: You pass it on,

Mr. MALEY: [ don’'t think we have the
rower te pass it on.

llon. P, Collier: You pass it on in the
shape of 9s, a bushel.

My, Thomson: We have not got it yet.

Mr. MALEY: That is stil a sort ol
Jrronise, :

The Minister for Railways: The complaint
hefore was that it was not 9s. a bughel. Now
the complaint is that yor haven't actually
got it.

Mr. MALEY: We have not got the oppor-
tunity of passing on the increase as guickly
as the memhber for Subiaco can do so.

Hon. P. Collier: The increasc goes on
nest day in hig business,

Mr. MALBY:; Tf it is a question of being
it profiteer, | think these in the trade of the
member for SBubinco nre more profiteers than
the primary produecrs.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (lon.
W, J. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.40]:
Speaking ns member for Murray-Wellington
1 know that the question which was raised by
the member for Bunbury (Mr, Money) has
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oceopicd the attention of the road boards for
a long time. lor seven years I unsuccess-
iully endeavoured to carry out what the pre-
sent Commissioner of Ruilways, I am glad to
see, hus got fairly in hand at the present
time. The Commissioner will now allow any
romd hoard to load up gravel in the truvks
ad actual cest to him. He will allow it to be
stacked in the station yards and permit it to
be earried away when the road boards «an do
86. There will be no charge for storage. 1
knosy that somme have heen charged storage,
but that is to he wiped gut. It is only right
fo state that the Commissioner realises that
mood roads are ns essential to carrying oun
the railways as the railways themselves, and
when the two system ave carried to the best
advantage, it is adding materially te the wael-
fure of the State. In order to get good roads
he has allowed the boards to draw upon the
ballast and gravel supplies that he can spare
tram the quarries, and the Commissioner is
prepared to allow the road boards to have it
at cost price. The Murray road board have
found this arrangement to work wvery well
auel they are satisfied with it.

T Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [8.48]: T eu-
dorge the remarks of the members foir
Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) and .Greenough (M .
Maley) with reference te the spark nn's;-
ance, This occurs year after year avl
farmers are always being buint out, W
were teld last year fhat a ceriain spark
arvester had been introduced and had been
tried on differeut types of cngines, but the
nuisance still continnes, The burning seca-
son has again arrived and we are hearing of
fires atl round the country. A farmer has
to be on the spot to see the spark actually
set fire to his erop before he ean got any
redress, There shonld be an amendment of
the Railway Act to throw more responsi-
bility on the Commissioner, when the fault
lies with hig engine. The report of the Com-
missioner shows that the. policy of using
native coal has been continued during the
past year, and he stresses the point that
the econsumption -of local ecoal has, dur-
ing that period, reached the highest point,
while the use of New South Wales coal
reached the lowest point during the year,
Tt was in 1916 that I first voiced in this
Chamber the necessity for something being
done to utilise Collie coal to the best ad-
vantage. [, in eommon with the member
for Collie (Mr. Wilson), do net want to sec
the consumption of Collie coal reduced. 1T
should prefer to sec it inerecase, but I want
to sec it used with safety. I have often
pointed out that some attention counld well
be given to what is being deue in America
in respect of pulverised fuel., There i3 in
this report by the Commissioncr of Rail-
ways o short paragraph which shows that
the department is at lnst awakening to the
importance of this question. The Commis-
sioner states—
The question of the use of pulverisel
conl in locomotives has been engaging the
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interest of the department for some time

past, it being claimed that the efficiency

of coal, and partienlarly of coal having
the eharacterigtics of that mined at

Collie, is very greatly enhanced by use in

pulverised form, which would at the same

time probably do away with the aparking

nuisance.
If that wcould be brought.about, what a
splendid thing it would be for the country,
for the Cotnmissioner, and for the Depart-
ment! The (ommissioner would then be
suved the experience he ha«d recently when a
man on the Mt. Marshail line sueceeded in
securing  compensation,  There are in
America some hundred railways using pul-
verised fuel. Particularly successful has it
been where the coal was considered to be
of an wunswitable natnre.  The Brazilian
authorities did not wait for the North
Amerieans to come to them with the ays-
tem; instead they went to North Americn
and followed the experiments being carried
out, after which they got a plant into opera-
tion in Brazil. Tn 1917 [ communieated
with cngineers expert in  fuel. Tt was
pointed out to me that in the first place this
system of using pulverised fuel brought
about economy. This is what they sub-
mitted to me—

Shortly put, the advantages of pow-
dered coal are as follows:—1, An economy
over hand firing of about 33 per eent. of
fucl. 2, Utilisation of low grade coals up
to 30 per cent, ash, subject only to the
requirements that they contain an average
of about 25 per cent. of volatile hydro-
carbons. 3, It is smokeless, sparkless, and
no ashes. Mueh redueed flue-dust and
slag wsvally in liquid form. 4, Highest
attainable temperatures if desired. 3,
Complete eontrol over temperatures and
rate of combustion. 6, Tnstant foreing
and instant shut down, ete. We might
aldd that one of the Eastern States has in-
spected and purchased a loco. test equip-
inent, and as the cost would be compara-
tively trivial we feel sure you will agree
that our Government, with so much at
stake, should not hesitate one moment to
arrange for o test with an invention al-
most especially cvolved to solve ‘four
problem. '’

The Minister for Railways: You got that
information from a man with a machine to
sell. We got it long ago.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: On four different ocea-
sions have I given this information.

The Minister for Railways: Who is it
from#¥

Mr. GRIFFITHS: From Mr. Soanes. He
is simply stating facts, for it is in opera-
tion in the Eastern States,

The Minister for Railways: Yes, in New
South Wales.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When [ wag over there
T learnt that such a plant was in opera-
tion.

1743

Tho Minister for Railways: Merely as a
test. Why not wait for the result of the
test?

Mp. GRIFFITHS: Listen to this.  This
is what a man wrote in the *‘Bulletin'—-

Four years ago L drew attention in the

“‘Bulletin’’ to the increased wuse in

America, of pulverised coal as a fuel, and

suggested the proeess should be tried on

Victorian brown coal. Quite recenfly n

firm using large quantities of Neweast!e

coitl in its factories imported frem US.A,
an expert in the manufacture of pul-
veriged coal. This fuel engincer deseribes
the local brown coal as being ideal for
pulverising, and he threatens to save his
importers £3,000 o year on their fuel hill.

The low residuc of ash in our hest brown

coal makes it casy to pulverige. ‘The coal

is first crushed, and then passed through

a ball mill. The grinding chamber is sur-

rounded by a screen of mesh, through

whiclh it is drawn by fans; 95 per cent.
must pass throngh a  sieve of 190 mesh.

Tt is highly explosive and must be treated

ag tenderly as oil, and kept in iron tanks.

The remarkable feature of the product is

its high boiler efficiency. Tt muost bhe

thoroughly dried, go as not to contain

more than one per cent. moisture.
It is very pleasing to wme, after four years
on this topie, to sce that the department are
at last taking active steps t odetermine
whether this method of fuelling ean be
adopted in this State. Another thing T have
been persistent about in the House— —~

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ts there anything under
Heaven you have not been persistent abovt?

Mr. GRIFFITUHS: [ see that something
in rvegard to it is being done at last. The
late Engineer for Existing Lines pointed
out to me that certnin experiments were go-
ing on in the Midland yards. T presune the
thing has since progressed to some further
stage; but T should like an assurance from
the Minister that all possible preparations
are being made for the conversion of the
rolling stock for bulk handling' purposes.
Mr. Sutton and his colleagues on the Bulk
Haudling Commijssion reported that a areat
deal of our rolling stock could be uwsed with
but very little alteration. T sineerely hope
no obstacles will be thrown in the way of
adapting that rolling stoek to the bulk hand-
ling system. One other little matter: During
war time we had to put up with many incon-

veniences, At York our goods clerienl staffs
was transferred to the passenger traffie
building. 1 am hoping that something will

be done to relicve the congested eondition of
that building, through which the whole of the
business of that important railway station is
conducted. T wish to thank the Minister for
the facilities he has provided, laruely without
demur, in respouse to my plea. 1Te is always
ready to agree when a reasonable ease is put
up to him, Aembers do not always see to it
that their requests are reasonable. On one
oceasion T went to a certain Minister with a
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perfectly ridienlous claim. I bad to o it,
because it was requested of me by my clee-

tors. A week later 1 went to the same Min-
ister  with something really sensible and
feasible. He at onee granted the request,

remarking, ‘'You have put up » very dif-
ferent tale this week from that whieh T had
from you last week.'' [ explained the eir-
cumstances and told him that my later request
was o reasonable one, whercas the ecarlier
one had been utterly unreasonable.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And then, of course, you
wrote to the people who had sent you the
tirst time, and declared that you had done
your very hest for them.

| Me, Munsic took the Chair

Me. DAVIES (Guildford) [9.0]: T think
members gencrally will endorse the action
of the Commigsioner in laving issned in-
struetiona to the staff that every attention
shenld be given to urgent medical cases in re-
mote and sparysely populated portions of the
State. The Commissioner in his  report
states—

In these cases the saving of the pa-
tient’s life is betore all other considera-
tions, and the stafl must bear in mind the
principle that it is almost eriminal to lose
a life when any effort which the Aepart-
ment could make would save it

I would like to direet attention to the work
dence hy the wmbulance men in the railway
service and the slight reeognition given them
by the Commissioner of Railways. | mn ae-
quainted with their work, and the Commis-
sioner admits in his report that these men
pive a lot of their spare time to the ad-
vaneement of this work, [ kuow that the
men devote many nights besides Saturdays
and sometimes  even Sundays, year in and
year out, to qualify themselves to  render
first aid to the injured, particularly to thos:
people injored on the railways. T would like
to ask what ix the Commissioner doing in
return for the serviees being rendered by
those men?

Mr, Willeock: You know le is doing noth-
ing,  SBuggest that he should do something.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 hope members will as-
sist me to urge that the Commissiouer should
do gomething For these men,

Mr. Willeack: Suoggest what he should do.

Mr. DAVIES: | have not heen in the
servive for some years, but I know that the
regiests of the men in the lovomotive de-
partment  who were doing this work were
very small, and long before now the Com-
migsioner shauld have granted them,  One
was that they should be issued with a free
pass oceasionally over the railway.  This is
a very small request.

Mre. Willeock:  They get that now.

Mr. DAVIES:  Some littde allowance
should he made in return for the work they
do.

Hon. W, ¢ Angwin: Ts not almoat every
1ailway man a 8t. Jolin ambulanee man?
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Mr. DAVIES: No.

My, Willeock: Not one half of them.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: A very large number
are,

Mr. DAVIES: To get a 8t. Johan ambul-
anee vertifiente juvolves cousiderable work,
Many nights and Sundays have to be devoted
to attending lectures by medical men aml
sitting  for cxaminations before a medieal
mai.  Some of the rnilway men hold four,
five, and even six vertificates, and they are
very highly gualified to deal with aceidents.
1f the Commissioner regards it as almost
criminal to losge a life through inattention
on the part of railway servants, what can
he said of the Commissioner if he does not
viieourage these mon in their work? Tf it
ig eriminal on the part of the men it is cer-
tainty criminal on the part of the Commis-
sioner.

Mr, Willeock: Suggest two days’
holiday every year for thege men,
would b sensible,

The Minister for Railways:
NOW.

Mr., Willeork: Only those men entering
for competitions,

The Minister for Railways: They get con-
sideration with regard to prometion.

Mr, Willeock: Promotion goes by seniority.

The Minister for Railways: They get the
Lest jobs, and all sorts of consideration.

My, O Loglien: When you sat over here,
you spoke differently.

Mr. DAVIES: Phe Commissioner in his
report refers to the faet that the matter of
a4 superannuation scheme has been Lefore the
service for the last 20 years, Te-day T gap-
pose it is no nearer to a solution than on the
day when it was first mooted, Yet it has
been tulked about for 20 years. Dealing
wilh the adwministration of the department,
the Commissioner refers to the retirement of
the Clicf Mechanical Engineer. Mo remarks
that My, MHume had filled the position of
Deputy Commissioner from the 1st Tanuary
to the 30th June, and of Acting (Commis-
sinner from the 1st July to the date of the
pregent  Commissioner’s  appointment,  and
that, having rveached the retiring age, Mr,
Hume had retired from the serviee on a pen-
sion,  Thring the last few days T have re-
ceived n request from au ex-railway servant
at Midland Junetion. He is 70 years of age
aud had been for 29 years in the serviee when
he was retired on accomnt of ol age. He
has a wife aml two children to snpport, and
has nothing bofore him other than the old
age pension of 158, a week,

Mr. Willkoek: T koow of some wmen 73
vears of age who were summoned for not
putting in income tax returns.

Mr., DAVIES: [ wrote to the Commis-
siouer asking if he would endeavour to do
something for this man, 7T desired that if
possible we  should - find himw o job at =a
lower rate of pay. 1 apprecinte the position
of the (‘ommissiouer. T realisg that most of
these jobs ave reserved for men who are in-
Jured in the serviee, and that it is sometimes

extra
That

T

ey get it
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diffivult to find positions for sach men. How-
ever, we must sooner or later provide a sup-
cranuation scheme  for railway employees,
anel the sooner it is provided the better, As
o matter of fact, we want a superafiuation
seheme tor the whole of the cmployees ol
the Rtate. 1 urge the Minister to bring un.
der the netive of the (‘ommissioner the need
for getting something tangible done to bring
sueh a scheme iuto operation,

The Minister for Hailways: 1 hiave in front
of e now o very strong  recommendation
from the Cummissioner,

Hon. W, €. Augwin: The other scheme for
all the officers will be preferable,

The Minister for Railways: They ean in-
troduee a superannuation scheme at any tiue,

My, DAVIEN: Dealing with the matter
of superanunation in his report the Commis-
sigher  says-

My own view is that any such fuml
should e self-supporting, ie., by contribu-
tiong from the wombers, and that the Gov-
crnment should not be asked to accept any
financiul vespousibility in eonnection thera-
with.

When we realise that, as set out in the re-
port, the men in the service contributed dur-
ing the war £40,000 to the depeadants of
men who lost their lives at the Tromt, anl
that the Govermment generously remdered as-
sistanee 1o the extent of £11,650, surely it
woulidl be possible for the Comminsioner amd
the men in the serviee to draw up o scheme
and avoid the distressing instances of men
with 200 or 30 vears’ service to their eredit
heiny retired amd having nothing but the in-
valid or old-age pension of 153. a week in
front of them.

Mr. OLoghlen: The same thing prevails
throughout private employment, only it is
worse there.

Mr, DAYIES: On these lstimates we can-
not deal with the whole of the workers of the
State, but Parliament shounld certainly move
itself a little with regard to this matter,
It is diflicult for one who may he justified
in regarding himself as a pew member in
the House to talke action, but T promise to
co-operate heartily with any member whn
will take the matter up. The Commissioner
refers to the faet that the superannuation
proposals are before the (lovernment Aetu-
My, He saya—

The propesals agreed to by the confer-
euce of delegates of 1he various railway
and tromway unisns have been snbmitted
to the Govermment Actwary for investiga-
fion and report, after which the ¢uestion
will Ine further gone into,

e, Willeoek: Tt was hefore the Govern-

ment Actnary two months ago.
Mr., DAVIES: The (‘ommissioner adds—
As a result of this latest development [

am hopeful that a satisfaetory ucheme will

eventually be evolved.
Then he goes on to say that he econsiders
that any such fund should be self-supporting.
In conclusion, T woull like to refor to the
Commissioner’s remarks vegarding the loy-

1749

alty of the service. A week or twe ago the
cmployers of Australin met in conference in
Perth and Mr, Fairbairn, the president, ex-
pressed the opinion that the atwosphere of
the Court of Arbitration was not conducive
to the promotion of good relationship Lo
tween the employer and employee, The Com-
missioner of Railways, in his report, ex-
|egses the opinion  that  the Arbitration
Court ig n very good thing, and that on most,
it not all occasions, disputes should be sent
to the court for settlement. [ take it that
he, as {‘ommissioner, prefers that disputes
between himself and the employees shauld be
settled by the court instead of by the parties
themselves,

Mr, Willcoek: OF course, because he takes
no responsibility then.

Mr. DAVIES: [-appreciate the position of
the (ommissioner.  In nationalised indus-
trics therc is »n difference between the Com-
missioner aml his men as compared with the
manager of o private concern and his em-
ployees,  The Commissioner is faced with
greater difficulties than would be the case
of an officer holding a similar position in a
priviate company. The Commissoner, on the

subjoet of  Arbitration Ceurt awards, re-
marks—
The court, dealing with cevery class of

lahour, must he well qualified to assess the
values of all the respeetive classes of
fabour in all the industries of the State,
awarding to cach clasa in each induatry
{ts proportionate wemuneration.  Settle:
ments of digputes or rvenewals of agree-
ments by round-table couferences are re-
rommended by many; but where, ag in the
‘cage of this department, the State is the
cmployer and the payer, it seems to me
better for everyone that advantage sheuld
he taken of this tribunal established by
the community for this espeeial purpose,
and expert in all questions of conditions
and paynients for labour services through-
out the communnity . . . . To this
fact may justly be attributed the aveid-
ance of strikes whieh have so ruinously
affected mauy other industries,
T wigh to pay a tribute to the railway men
throughout the State for the manner in which
they hnve stuck to the Government and have
remained loval and eontinued work in often
very trying eircumstances,  Everyone will
agree that they ot their reward when the
court laid dawn the basic wage of 133, 4d.
a day.
Hon. W, (. Angwin: Could not the officers
oo to the court on the same way?
M. DAVIES: They have the right to go
to the rourt.
The Minister for Railways: They went to
the court.
My, O'Loghlen: They are getting a wages
hoard,
The Minister for Railways: \ clagsifien-
tion board, which i3 a very different thing.
Mr. DAVIER: They will forteit their
right to go to the court once the new hoarl
comes into “operation.
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Houn, W. C. Angwin: Why should they if
the court i1 so beneficial?

Mr. DAVIES: I shall have something to
say on that aspect when the Railways Classifi-
cation Board Bill comes before the House.
The railway ofticers’ board will be an innova-
tion, but I believe it will mark the introdue-
tion of the wages board system in this State,
fTowever, I am not permitted to discus§~that
matter at this stage.

Mz, Johnston: We should like to hear your
views,

Mr. DAVIES: The hon.
have them at present. It may be news to
someg members that an inmovation in  the
shape of merit inercases Jhave been intro-
duced in the railway service. 1 have not
heard of the adoption of this .prineiple clse-
where, .

Mr. Thomsoen: A very good system 1 shounld
think.

Mr. DAVIES: [ helieve there is mueh
heart-burning in the service on account of
the introduction of this system. The posi-
tion of the railway officers, and especially
that of the Commissioner, is most difficult,
[ hope they will be able to evolve some
seheme whereby they may obviate the dissen-
ston which is bound te arise through grant-
ing to one man an inerease which the major-
ity of the men may econsider improper. In
the railway service, where there arc approxi-
mately 7,000 employees, it is quite possible
for the foreman or some other official to
recommend n man for an increase and thus
favouritism may ereep in. While T am in
favonr of inercasing men’s wages as far as
possible, the officers of the service will have
to be very careful or sooner or later favour-
itism will c¢reep in.  After 13 years in the
gervice [ know that the serviee is not free
from favouritism,

Mr. Willcoek:
fors.

Mr,

member cannot

It is not free from smood-

DAVIES: | could give conercte in-

stunces of where this has been shown, It .

is very satisfactory to note that during the
past 12 months only 17 appeals have heen
Todged bhefore the Appeal Board, notwith-
standing that the scrviee cmploys something
like 7,000 men. T think that 10 of these
appeals were dismissed, and only seven up-
held, This shows that there eanmnot be very
much in the charges of favouritism. T con-
gratulate the Minister and the Commissioner
upon the satisfactory services which have
heen rendered to the State during the past
12 mouths, and upon the lharmoniouns rein-
tions which have existed hetween them and
their offcers.

Mr. PICKERTNG  (Swssex) [9.07]:
wish to deal briefly with the question of
road material and its earriage by the Rail-
way Department,
hoards in my electorate whieh are suffering
from searcity of material required for road
making. Instead of the wmagerial being
carried at *'M’’ rates, the price at which

There are eertnin road |
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the material can he delivered at the siding
or spot most suitable for its use makes the
material of no value to the road beard. I
agree with the member for Bunbury that
the (@mmissioner should establish a closer
allinnee between the ratlway system and
road boards, beeause it would be to the
advantage of the department that we
should have better roads, and it would lead
to more business, Tt should be the abject
of the departincut to encourage by every
peasible means an inerease in business. The
better the facilities that are given to the
producers of this State for the transport
of their products over the railway system
the greater prospect will they have of
successfully developing their holdings.

Me. Smith: Might not those roads he-
come competitors of the railways?

Mr, PICKERING: Tt would be a good
thing to have lhetter roads in any ease. [
notiee that the vefreshment car on the
Honth-West line has bheen removed for the
last six or nine months.

Hon. P. Collier: It should
heen put on.

Mr. 8mith: Tt was never used,

Mr, PICKERING: Tt was used in the
early stages during the summer scason. It
would perhaps have been wise if the car
had not been removed until the winter. To
take it off just at the beginning of the
summer seems to me to he an unwise poliey.
on account of the greater number of people
who travel at that time of the year, I
patronised it consistently myself, The
fanlt lay with the menus that were put on
in the dining ear. Tf there had been a
more simple meal provided at a reasorable
charge greater use would have been made
of it. To charge 3s. 6d, for a dinner is too
much, Tf passengers had been provided
with ¢old joints and salad, and perhaps one
sweet. for a charge of about 2., that would
have been sufficient for them and should
have paid handsomely.  Truit also could
he provided on the railways as an advert-
iscment for our industry.

Hon, W, . Angwin: I o net think you
have wuch to eomplain of in the charges for
meals.

Mr. PICKERTNG: | am not complaining
ahout the eharge for the meals as supplied,
but T say that the meal is in cxcess of ro-
quirementa,

My, Malev: They arc a dead loss and
should e cut out altogether.

Mr. PICKERING: During the summer
months, when people are travelling most,
it ia u great eonvenience for them to get
a meal on the train.

The Minister for Railways: You complain
ahout that, but vou are agreenble to other
things Deing run at a loss,

Alr, PTUKERING: A cheaper meal wounld
he more popular and would pay the rail-
ways better,

e, Johuston: You have to pay 4s. for a
meal in Victeria.

never have
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Mr. PICKERING: 1 am glad to have
evidence of the sincerity of the depart-
ment in the matter of the provision of
petrol driven cars. By the aid of these
cars there shounld be a better prospect of a
more ndequate serviece heing provided in
some parts of the State. On the railway
in my electorate a restricted time table is
ron for the greater part of the year.

Mr, Smith: To what line do you refer?

Mr. PICKERING: To the Boyanup-
Bussclton line. Now that the sommer
seuson is here we should have a better time
table on this line. I hope something will
come of these petrol driven ears. 1 sce
that tenders are being called by the Agent
{ieneral in connection with the supply of
three of these c¢ars. I shall be glad indeed
to hear that one of them has been placed
on the EBEoyanup-Busselton section. We
want at least six trains 2 week on this Jine
during the summer. | wish to refer to the
amount of water which had to be carted
to Wyaleatchem last year for the railway
system, I have had considerable experi-
enee of Wynlentehem doring the last two
years. [ have noticed that the dam there
has for the most part been empty. This
wag due to the entting out of some of the
main drains which conveyed the rain water
to it. This was the veason why the rail
ways were obliged to eart water there last
vear, [Inless the eatchment. there is ex-
tended by opening up these closed drains,
this trouble will oceur again.

Hon. 1*. Collier: Why were they elogsed?

Mr. PTCKERING: They were closed in
order to divert the water, becanse it wus
siated that the catehment brought the
water from the town, That was not the
cage, lKven if it had been so, seeing that
the water was used mainly for railway
services, the faet would not have been a
detriment to it. 1 wish also to draw atten-
tion to the condition of many of the station
buildings along the ratlways. Some of the
larger stations are in o dreadful state of
disrepair and are badly in need of paint-
ing. The Midland Junetion station is one
of the most disgraceful in the State. I do
not think there has been any paint on the
building for the last dceade.

llon. 1. Collier: You appear to have a
roving commission covering every constitu-
envy.

HHon., W. (. Angwin: It is the dirtiest
stafion | have ever seen,

Mr. PICKERING: That is se.

Mr. Johmston: They might have painted
it up when the Prince came,

Mr. PICKERING: I should like to add
my thanks to the Commissioner for the

additioun]l conveniences that have been
provided in the way of trucking yards.
The Minister for Railways: Have they heen
paiinted properly.
Mr. PICKERING: No, but they have
been well built of disearded sleepers. The
vards are very good. One or two more are
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required in my electorate, and I hope & few
sleepers will be left over with which to build
them,

The Minister for Works: One can see ex-
cellent platforms wade out of these old
glecpers.

AMr. PICKERING: T should like the Min-
igtor in his reply to stnte what the policy of
the Railway Depoartment is in regard to sid-
ings, Early in the session I asked him why
these sidings were not being praovided, and
if it was due to o shortage of rails. He re-
plied that such was not the case. I want at
least five new sidings in the Sussex clector-
ate.

My, Johnston: Before next March,

Mr. PTICKERING: T should like a definite
jnomise from the Minister that he will look
inte the matter.

The Minister for Ratlways: After the clee-
tions.

Hon. P. (COLLIER (Bunlder) [9.25]: T
have lstened with much interest to the dis-
cussion on thesc Estimates. Ewver since the

- session opened 1 have heen expecting some-

thing in the nature of a violent attaek from
the eross’ henehea.
My, Thomson: You are quite disappointed.

Hon, P. COLLIER: With the exception
of the leader of the Producers’ party, who
has just entered the Chamber and may yet
lanneh an attack, ncarly every member who
has spoken from that side of thc House has
spoken in words of apprecintion. This ia
gomething [ did not expect. Having regard
to what has transpired in the way of in-
ereased freight rates and railway fares, aad
the important alterations which have taken
Mace in the railway system during the year,
[ had thought that my friends of the Pri-
mary Producers’ party would have had some-
thing to say to all this.

My, Harrison: We have Lhad to pay.

AMyr. Johnston: There has been an increase
of £600,000 a year in freights.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is the first time [
have ever known that party te pay without
growling.

Hon., W, . Angwin:
that is the trouble,

Ton. P. COLLIER: My experience has
hicen that they generally enjoy immunity
from payment, and also enjoy the freedom
of growling.

WMy, Thouson:
only a atatement,

Houn. P. COLLTER: T do not wonder that
when the annual eonference of the Primary
Producers’ Association comes round there ia
a storm of criticism from the delegates as to
the manncr in which their representatives in
this House attend to their wants and require-
ments.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
ger storm next Mareh,

Hon. P. COLLTER: 'Fhe stormn which has
heen hrewing for the past two years, and
will increase in violence and velocity as the
wecks go hy, will burst over their heads next

They do not pay;

That is not a faet; it is

There will be 2 big-
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March.  When the railway rates and fares
were increased a week after the elosing hours
of the session there was a general condemna-

tion of the Government throughout the
comntvy  districts, partiealarly  from  the
branches of that assoceiation represented
by hon. members on  the cross  benches.

That general condemnation was maintained
practically throughont the recess—right up
to the meeting of Parlinment.  When first
the storm  hurst, there had been only one
dose of inereased freights and fares. That
dose browght forth all the opposition | re-
ferredd to. Apparently, however, our friends
on the cross henches beeame used to the
medicine; they took the second dose without
netest. Or, | might say, they have become
immune to the discase, Still, that is the con-
eern of memhers of the Country party. They
may be prepared to aceept from the present
Minister for Railways a wedicine which they
strennously refused to lake from his prede.
eessor and others.  The state of affairs may
he deseribed as a happy one.  However, [

wish to raise some objection to the increased-

fares ax they affeet the metropolitan dis-
triets. :

Mr, Maley: Where there are more votes.

tHon, W. €% Augwin: And less representa-
tion,

Iton. I’. COLLIER: There are not nearly
as mwany members representing the metropoli-
tan area as there ought to be, having regard
to the population. Apart from the question
of votes, however, the matter goes further
i it affeets the people of the metropolitan
area, [ have mot at hand jnst now details of
the inereases which have been wade, hut 1
kirow the increases are very considerable even
for such distances as those from Kast Perth
and Mount Lawley to Perth, They amount
to as much as 60 or 70 per cent. True, the
costs of operating the rilways of Western
Australia are very heavy as compared with
ccrresponding cosfs in the Eastern States.
When the New South Wales railways, for in-
stance, were ohtainiug their coal for 6s. or
¥s. per ton, the Western Australian Railway
Department were paying up to 22s. per ton.
Having regard to the quantity of coal useidl
by our Railway Department, the difference
would amount to a hupge s in the course
of a year, liowever, when the inereased
ritilway eharges were Jmposed Iast year, we
were tolid that the extra amount to be realised
would not he more than sufficient to rover
the inereased expenditure occeasioned hy the
mbitration award. T wasg net in the Cham-
ber when the Minister for Railways intro-
dueed this vote, and T do not know whether
he has given any information rezarding the
totat amount to be derived hy reason of the
inrcreased railway charges. 1 know that the
inrrease in revenue for the last half of the
finaneial year amounted to £148,000 On
that basis the amount of the inerease for 12
months would be roughly £300,000, T
remember rightly, the Minister when making
increnses laat year stated that the amount
te he derived from them would he approxi-

[ASSEMBLY.)

tately £250,000, ] do not know whether the
figures given by the Railway Department are
correct or not, but I do know that there has
always been a disposition on the part of the
railway authorities to take advantage of any
increase in wages in order to raise freights
aml fares—to raise freights and fares so
that the inecrease wonld not only meet the
asiditional expenditnre in the shape of higher
wigres, hut would leave, a fairly considerable
surplus €or the vevenue of the department.
The public will accept increased vcharges
without demur when they are told that those
increased charges will enly just cover the
incrense in wages, But the publie wonld not
aceept increased charges if the ratio of in-
crease was such as to bring in a eonsiderable
amount ahove the increase i wages. Tak-
ing the fgures of the departmental report,
amd basing my caleulation on  the  total
nmumber of cmployees throughout the service,
from top to bottom, including wages staff
amd salaried staff, | allow the increase of
25, 4l per day grantad by the Arhitration
Court in respeet of the minimum wage, and
[ apply that increase to the 6,000 odd mom-
hers of the railway service.

Mr, Harrison: The total is some 7,000,

Hou. I’ COLLIER: Yes; abhout 7,600
Allowing 2s. 4. per day in respect of cach
ol those 7,600 employecs, T find that the total
amount of the increase for the year will be
roughly £280,000.

Mr. NHarrison: Have you calenlated the
inerease in respect of Collic eoal?

Hon. P, ('OLLTER: Xo, beeause | do not-
think that at that time there had been nny
sueh increase,

The Minister for Mines: There was £30,000
inerease ou coal last year.

Hon. 7. COLLIER: Yes, there was an
inerense in the price of Collie eonl last year,
and there hits been anothoer incerease recently.
I think the firat inerease was 3s. per ton,
and the sceond 4s. per ton.  TTndonbtedly
those increases would represent a very con-
giderable sum.  There appears to be no way
out of it execept as mentioned by the mewber
for Greenough (Mr. Maley). The increasedl
cost of operating the railway aystem must
mean inercased charges to the users of the
riilways. Hut ! de not know how far we
ean go in that direction. [f wages and other
eosts keep on  inerensing, amd if railway
charges continue to rise accordingly, we sghall
reach the point, if we bave not renched it
alrendy, of seriously hampering produetion in
this country. As regards our primary pro-
dueers, amdl more particularly those situated
at some considerable distance from port of
shipment, wailway charges ean be raised to
soeh a point that they will, if not kill in-
dustry, at all events hamper it to such an
extent that the eventunl effect of increases in
railway charges will he the direet contrary
of that anticipated. Tt is a faet that people
engaged in various ocenpations and eallings
do not have oceasion to use the railways at
all.  On the other hand, the people engaged
in ovcupations and eallings whieh neeessitate
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the use of the railways, have levied upon
them this toll in the form of increased rail-
way charges. It is urged that the increases
in roilway charges can be and ave passed on.
That, no doubt, may be s¢ with regard to
some of our industries. Tt may be the case
in the agricuttural industry and in the timber
industey, nt it is certainly not the case in
the mining industry.

Mr, Harrison: Jt is impossible to pass on
the increnses in the case of the agrieultural
industry.

Hon, 1. COLLIER: Just now, when there
is in this State an authority empowered to
tix the prices which the farmer can obtain
for his various produets, it may he possible
for him te pass on the increases; , but when
he has to sell in the open market, it will not
be possible for him to do so.

Mr, Thomson: Tt is not possible for him
to do so to-day.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The various Govern-
wents of the Commonwealth are to-day in o
position to fix the price of wheat, and in
fixing it they can take into consideration
the inercased railway charges imposed vpon
the wheat grower. In other dircetions, no
doubt, the farmer is prevented from pass-
ing on the increases. But the mming in-
dustry cammot pass on any portion of the
in¢reases.

AMr. Harvison: There has been a material
iucrease in the value of gold, through the
ciforts of the Gold Producers’ Assoeiation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know there has
Ieen an inercase in the price of gold, but
the producers of gold have no control what-
ever over its price.  That price fluctuates,
Tt is fairly high now, but there is no guar-
antee that it will be high next mofith.

Mr. Harrison: Similarly, there is no pguar-
antee as regarda the price of wheat.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, becanse the
price of wheat has been fixed at 9s, per
hushel for 12 months,

Mr. Harrison: Not in this State,

Hen. P. COLLIER: But it has been so
fixed in other States. Tf it is fixed simi-
larly here, the farmers of Western Aus-
tralin will know what they are going to ob-
tain for the whele of their produet during
the coming season.

Mr, Harrison: For local consumption.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, hut does the hon.
member expeet that the farmer will get less
for the wheat he cxporta?

Mr. Harrison: Quite possibly.

Houn, P. COLLIER: T am glad to have the
adission from the hon. member. Now we
know why the price of 9s. per bushel ig being
fixed. T shall not pursue the subjeet at pre-
sent, but the information T have reecived
will e very useful nest week, when we are
diseussing another mattes  The pusition is
Just as [ antieipated.

The CHATRMAN: We are
with the price of wheat,

‘Hon. . COLLTER: That is so, and I shall
jauss from the subject. However, [ have it
on the authority of the leader of the Coun-

not dealing
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try party that the price of 93 has been fixed
for wheat because it is believed that 93. will
prove to be above the world’s parity.

Mr. Johmston: Give us the world’s parity
m shillinga.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. P. COLLIER: If as the hon. mem-
ber interjecting would have us hclieve, the
farmer can obtain a still higher priee for
his exportable surplog—m

Mr. Thomson: The price to-day is 17s. Gd.
per bushel,

Mr. Underwood: Why do not the farmers
gell their wheat at 17s. Gd. per bushel?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The wmember for
Katanning (Mr. Thomsgon) knows more than
anybody else in this House knows.

Mr. Thomson: The information is in teo-
day’s newspaper.

Mr., Harrison: We c¢ould have
price for the past cight months.

Mr. Maley: One can get 10s. 6d. or 11s.
per bushel to-day for export wheat.

Hon., P, COLLIER: Withont the hacking

had that

of the Government of this State, that
is to say without the backing of
the people of this State, the farmer

could not get 2s. per bushel for his wheat.
The world’s parity wounld not be worth 2s,
to the favmer if it were not for the fact that
Lichind him were the organised power of gov-
ernment and the eredit of the State. [ sug-
gest to the Minister that with the high prices
ruling for wheat—w¢é¢ hear that 178. is the
world’s parity—he might give seriovs atten-
tion to this matter., If there is a 12 million
bughel crop, local requirements will arrount
to about two millions #nd on the balanen of
10 millions, the farmers will he able to
secure the world’s parity of 17s.

Mr. Thomson: It would be a good thing
for Western Australia if we got that.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: 1f the farmers are
going to get 1is. on 10 million bushels of
wheat, it opens up to the Minister for Rail-
ways a very fine source of revenuc through
increased freights,

The Minister for Railways: | will give it

consideration.
IHon. P, COLLIER: ! should think you
ought to. There will soon be no necessity

to issue any deficit bonds and the Govern-
ment might inceasc the rates on super, The
member for Sussex referred to the dining
cars on the Great Southern Railway. [
thonght the introduction of those cars was
a mistake, and T ohserve that the Commis-
sioner has found that sueh is the case on
the results achieved, Perhaps it was in the
cagerness of his unew appointment that he
introduced those ears. 1t is unnecessary to
have dining cars on a small run of 100 miles,
with exeellent refreshment rooms midway.,
The experiment was hound to fail and I am
pleased to see that the Commissioner does
not intend to vontinue making a loss oo
those cars, While dealing with dining ears, it
is as well that T should draw the Minister’s
attention to ome or two aspects of the Kal-
goorlic express dining ¢ar. The Minister re-
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presents the Mt. Barker district which is sup-
posed to grow some of the best apples in the
world. When travelling on the Kalgoorlie ex-
press ¢ few weeks ago, I noticed some fruit
on a table in the dining car. We have to re-
member  that people who desire to proeced
overlimd by the Gireat Western Railway, have
to - journey to Kalgoorlie by the State rail-
way, and tourists from oversea often get their
first  introduction to owr produets in
the  Qining  ear. In order that the
Minister might know what sort of fruit
was presented to travellers on the express, T
took an apple, which ! can assure him was
a fuir average sample of the fruit that was
o the table,  Heve it is

Mr, Johnston: What is it; a cherry?

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is supposed to
be an apple. Tt was not selected for the
oveasion, but was a fair average sample of
what was there. What sort of an Tmpression
woulit sueh a sample give to visitors? This
State produces the finest apples in the world,
which is borne out by the faet that just
prior to the war our fruit, particularly our
apples, secured the highest priees in  the
markets of Europe. This is a poor sample
of what we tan produece.

The Minister for Works:
is not a small plum?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Another aspeet of
importanee, which T dedire to deal with is
the 44-honr week, as its effects have been
apparent in the local workshops since the
beginning of the year. With the member for
Geraldton, T regret very much that the Com-
missioner of Railways should have referred to
this matter in his report. Doubtless the Com-
wissioner considered it his duty to refer to

Are you sure it

it secing that it i3 an experiment of very .

great importance, not only to the Railway
Department, but te the State generally. The
Commniisgioner was very injudicious, however,
in the language he employed. Tt would not
matter if this conecrned the railways of Weat-
ern Australin or the Government of Western
Australia alone. For many years past, the
question of the 44-hour week hus been the
suhject of much discussion. If is, in faet,
a highly controversial subject. It has been
debated in various Parliamcnts in Australia
and has been made the subjeet of investi-
gation hy various tribunals, Beeause of that
very faet, there should have been no pro-
nouncement regarding it from the Railway
Commissioner, unless he was in a position to
present definite and conclusive figures regard-
ing its operations.
Mr. Thomson: Tlonestly, do not you think
that it will result in deercased output?
Hon, P, COLLITR: Most cmphatically T
do not. Certainly the information so far
available as the result of cxperience in the
railways of Western Australia, does not jus-
tify any conclusive opinion in that direction.
The Commissioner says in his report—
The output of work from an establigsh-
ment of this kind gives a diffieult meas-
ure of comparison.
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That is true. T do not think it will be pos.
sible except as the .result of experience over
a very lengthy period indeed, to arrive at
any definite conelusion. The Commissioner
continues—
Repairs of locomotives and vehicles differ
in detail. On the whole, howgver, it must
e assumed that the law of averages ap-
plies.  In the production of castings, for
instance, and similar work, a mecasure of
weight ¢an be applied which muost be re-
garded as fairly naceurate.  Output has
been gaoged on a man-hour basis, So far as
the comparison has gone, the genmeral in-
dication is that, taking the work of the
shopy, as a whole the reduction of hours
by 81/3 per cent. has been followed by a
corresponding reduction of output. It
must, however, be added that it would not
be wise or fair to base any definite con-
ctugion on less than 12 months’ compari-
son.
Mr. Willeock: Then he proceeds to do it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commisstoner
avs it woull not be wise or fair to come to
a4 conclusion on any period less than 12
months, and admits that in any case it is
difficult; yct he practically asserts that there
has been o corresponding reduction in the
output. It is not right to put forward any
opinion on the matter at all. This particular
pertion of the report was telegrapled to the
Eastern States as soon as it was published
here.  We saw where it was being used in
cvidence before a tribunat in Sydney. T have
no doubt that the report or cxtracts from it
were presented to  the tribunal  probably
without the qualifications emhbodied in the
language of the Commissioncr. If the Com-

missioner thought it was neither wise
nor fair to cxpress an opinion on
less than a 12 months' ecomparison
he had no vright whatever to say

that the indications were that there was a
reduction in output corresponding with the
reduction in hours. The Commissioner con-
tradicts himself in his own report. Had
he expressed an opinion in more general terms
to the effect that so far as he was able to
judge regarding six months’ operations, the
indieations were thai there would be a re-
duetion, it woull not have been so bad, buf
he goes far beyond that even to the extent
of atating the reduction. How ecan the
lommisgioner be so definite when he him-
self says that it would be neither wise nor
fair to make a comparison on anything less
than 12 meonths' operations? The Commis-
stoner should be more carefnl in a matter of
this kind. Tf it were only a comparatively
mimportant matter in conoection with the
working of the railways it would be dif-
ferent, but on sueh a guestion ns the redue-
tion of hours, a question so big that it is
engaging attention all over Australia, no
statement of the kind should have been
made uatil a thorough trial had been given
to the experiment, until he had definite re-
liable figures and data, which would show
the definite resnlts. As a matter of fact
the Commissioner contradicts himsgelf, The
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very language he employed shows that he
had no right to say there had been a ve-
duction in output corresponding to the re-
duetion in hours. T should not he doing my
duty if I allowed that portion of the Com-
misggioner’s report to go without ehallenge.
The opinion expressed by the Commissioner
was not warranted. That is seen by his own
statement. The facts should have been given
in the report, There have been inereased re-
pairs, inereased results all over the system,
yet he claims that therc has been a redue-
tion of output. I doubt whether 12 months
would have been n sufficient time for com-
parison, having regard to the ifficnlties in
getting out a comparison in shops where
surh a wide variety of work is carried out.

| Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [10.3]: I eon-
gratulate the Commissioner on the many im-
provements he has effected, more particu-
Jarly in the travelling in metropolitan and
sulurban  distriets.

Hon. P. Collier: You have not to pay any
railway fares,

Mr. DUFF: T am referring, not to wmyself,
but to others, The removal of the ‘‘ladies
only’’ from the trains hns been a  grent
bhoon, It has allowed the ladies and gentle-
men to mix, as they should. After all, why
should we have “‘ladies onlys’’ on those
very short journeys, with the train stopping
cvery few minutes?

Tfon. P. Collier: Why, indeed?

Mr. DUFF: The Comunissioner has done
hig level best to make travelling on suburb-
an and eountry trains comfortable, Anyone
who has travelled from the goldfields must
admit that the alteration in the arrange-
ments in the dining car are very acceptable,
The drinking that went on in that dining
enr, more particularly as returned soldiers
were getting back to their own districts, was
altogether too great. They were allowed to
get @ bit full, and others had to suffer for
it. T do not say that it was vestricted to
the returned soldiers, for it extonded to their
friends as well. However, I think the Com-
missioner was very well adviseld to effect
the improvement, I Dbelieve it was the
leader of the Opposition and the member
for Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert} who sug.
gosted that the alteration should be made.

Hon, P. Collier: Not 1.

Mr. DUFF: At all cvents, those travelling

on the train appreciate the reform. T wish
to refer to Cottesloe. Members may think
I am clectioneering, but 1 am not. Down

there we are feeling very keenly the in-
vrease in the fares, and are looking forward
to the Christmas scason, when we shall again
lhave cxeursion fares. Tt ia to be hoped the
Commissioner will provide more exeursion
trains than in the past. The railway returns
show that we have had 30,000 and even

34,000 people travelling to Cottesloe in onc
week, Surely those fgures warrant o
reduction in the fares, if only in order
to maintain that traffic. Much inconvenience
is felt on the journey between the railway
station and the beach. The department
should consider the advisability of construet-
ing a tramway, to start at Osborne and come
out on Cottesloe Beach, Tt would pay well,
for the traffic is increasing, and the summer
returns show that such a sehowme is distinetly
worth considering.

HHon, W. C. Angwin:
ority matter.

Me. DUEFF: The loeal authority will never
have the means to earry it out.

Hon. W, Angwit;: They can borrow
the money, as the Government would have to
do.

Mr. DUFF: Regarding refreshments to
be secured along the line: when a stranger
arrives here froin the Eastern States his eyes
are opened to the accommodation provided.
At Merredin, a most impertant junction, we
have nothing but a dog hox for a refresh-
ment room, while the accommodation for the
staffl i3 really n disgrace. The only good
thing there is the juterlocking gear. At Mer-
redin the passengers have to wait three and
four hours, and the acecommodation is not fit
for animals. The Ainister might have a look
at Merredin and see if he cannot improve the
accommodation for those who have to wait on
the platform.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: [ hope you are not
going to contest that seat.

Mr., DUFEF: No, T am
where T am.

Mr. Brown: We all are.

My, DUTF: Another thing required is
inereaged ticket office accommodation at Cot-
tesloe. On the beach side of the line the
population is inereasing very rapidly. Pas.
sengers coming from that side to go to Perth
have to cross the long bridge, descend the
steps on the castern side, visit the ticket
office, and re-cross the bridge to eateh their
train, Tf omly for six months of the year,
during the hot weather, some amendment of
this arrangement might be made. It would
be sufficient if ten minutes before train time
an officer of the departwent crossed to the
apposite platform and there issued tickets.
On the question of superannuvation, there
was  receutly  brought under my notiep
the case of u station master with 22 years of
serviee. This officer died, and his widow is
now in a very bad way. The son wus smasheil
up in the war. He came to sce me to-day. T
have mot vet got the full particulars, but I
know that the father was 22 years in the
serviee and that wliile others have received
pensions he was refused. I think the Min-
ister might well go into so deserving a ease
and see if something cannot be done for
the widow. [ again emphagise the necessity
for increased excursion trains to Cottesloe
Beach

It is a loeal auth-

quite satisfied
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Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.11}: [ should like a little in-
formation. 1In the first place, we are en-
titled to know what the State gcts per pas-
senger over the Trans-Australian railway.

The Premier: Too little.

Mr. Willeock: Only 12s. 6d.

Hon. W, (', ANGWIN: This State can-
not afford to earry for such o sum passen-
gers from Kalgoorlic to Fremantle or viee
versa, sinee the State has to pay by taxation
some £3 or £4 for every passenger o carried.
The position regnires immediate attention. I
renlise that we should do all we ean to en-
courage passcngers; but this State gets no
advantage whatever, hecause visitors by rail-
way from the Eastern States are carried
across Western Augtralin by night, and so
have no opportunity for seeing anything of
the agricultural arcas, whereas in South Aus-
tralia they travel by daylight. At ali events,
the House is entitled to know what propor-
tion of the fare comes to the railway revenue
of Western Australia. The Trans-Auastralian
railway has been of some benefit to the other
Htates, but it has not been of any important
benefit to Western Australin.  We are not
justified in wasting the funds of this Staie
in the provigion of accommodation for pas-
sengers over the Trans-Australian railway,
I am told that this State receives only about
12s. 6d. per passcnger.

The Minister for Railways:
of the question and I will find out for you.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: TIf that is true,
something is wrong sbmewhere.

The Minister for Railways: T do not think
it is true.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIXN: Tf that is all the
Htate pets from the passenger traffie over the
Trans-Australian railway, that railway is by
way of becoming a hurden to Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Railways:
think the figure is right.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: T am not re-
ferring to the sleeper. I am referring to
the proportion reccived by this State of the
through fares to the Eastern States. This
requires attention by the Government, and
T trust that the Minister will go into the
matter and see that we get a substantial re-
turn for the through passengers whom we
carry over our railways. T noticed a parva-
araph in the Press relating to reduced vates
for junior workers, and T should like to
kuow from the Minister whether it is eor-
reet, There have been several paragraphs
M the Press whieh the Minister has told us
woere not correetly reported, and T would like
to know whether the statement relating te
the redured rates for junior workers travel-
ling to their employment is eorrect.

The Minigter for Railways: Yon saw it in
the Jmaper.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN; Yes; is it correet?

The Minister for Railways: Absolutely cor-
rect.

Tlen, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A statement was
made to the Press previously, and I was tuld
that it was unot corrcet. T am satisfied with

But T do not

CGive notice -
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the Minister's assurance that this statement
is correct. [ would direct the attention off
the Minister to the need tor additional offi-
cerg at the Fremauntle station when the season
tickets arc being issued. Owing to the in
ereased chirges, many people are puvchasing
monthly instead of quarterly or yearly tick-
ctg, and at the heginning of last month there
was a long queue at the station and some of
the people who should have heen at work
hy 8 o’clock only managed to reach there hy
10 o’cloek. They were unable to get their
tickets in time. [t is necessary to make ade-
quate provision for the issue of season tiek-
ets.  People should be able to get them on
the night hefore, or additional facilities
should he provided on the first day of the
nonth to ensure that people do not miss their
traing, [t was almost a seandal.

The Minister for Railways: It will he
worse next month,

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: Numbers of peo-
ple missed their trains, and loat half a day 'z
work simply becanse they could not get their
tickets, T ain pleased that the accommoda-
tion on the trains running hetween Freman-
tle and Perth has been improved a little, We
no longer have to hang ourselves to ihe
straps ns we used to do, and people can now
travel to and fro with a greater degree of
comfort than previously. T repeat that I
hope people will get away from the erron-
cons idea that residents in the metropolitan
area are not paying their fair share of the
increased rates. Everything they ecat anl
every article they purchase bears its propor-
tion of the increased railway charges.

Mr. Thomson: Not quite so great as in the
country,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, equally as
great,  When the hon, member takes his
wheat to the siding, the price is fixed for the
wheat at the siding. When the wheat reaches
Perth the wheat board adds the cost of car-
riage plus additional profits, The board thus
sees that consumers in the metropolitan area
pay their full share of the railway rates
charged. Tt i ridieulous to say that peopl2
who live in the metropolitan area do not pay
their fair share of the additional charges,

Mr. Thomsen: But the man in the metro-
pelitan area pays on ten miles as against the
man in the country who paya on 200 miles.

The Minister for Railways: But the man
in the country pays once in the year as
against the man in the metropolitan area on
300 days in the year,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Minister may
find it advisable to revise some of the rait-
way charges for the suburbs around Perth;
otherwise e will have to provide additional
tramears.  People will not pay double the
fare to travel by train.

The Minister for Railways: Trams are the
proper method for handling suburban traffie.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, but we have
sufficient trains to ecarry the present popu-
lation, and cars now cost nearly deuble what
they vost a few vears ago. While we have
suflicient carriages to earry the passenger
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traltie, there should not Le any necessity to
huild additional tramears. There is another
matter affecting the railways to which the
(iovernment should give attention. The
same problem arose in England when motor
vars first ¢ame into gencral use, Unless the
rates are raised on heavy motors, which carry
i farge quantity of goods, the railways will
Tuse a lot of goods traffic between the varions
ventres adjacent to the metropolitan area.
There will be considerable eowmpetition by
read, and while peeple are taxed to wmaintain
our railways and reads, one or two vompanies
ruaning motors should not ke permitted to
take traffic from the railways and eause the
Rfate to suffer.  The Minister for Works
sheuld inerease the license fees for heavy
motors, and thus cnable the railways to ve-
fain thia traffic. Regarding the tramways,
the Minister has pointed out that the intro-
auction of penny seetions has resulted in in-
creased revenwe. | am not in a position to
sty whother this is so. The returns do not
skow the number of passengers earried and
the average fare per mile. Though penny
fares have been introdneed, they have reaily
vesulted in additional charges being placerd
on those people who live in the outlying suls-
urhy, and these are the people who provide
the trie paying traffie for the trams,

The Minister for Railways: We are fol-
Towing your Fremantle example.

lon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Ng, yon are not,

The Minister for Railways: Our fares arc
cheaper than those at Fremantle for the dia-
tanee travelled,

Hon, W, C.
they are,

The Minister for Railways: T am sure they
are,

Hou. W. (. ANGWIN: The Minister has
redueerd the fared for people living close to
the eity, and has inereasell them far pepple
living further ont.

The Minister for Railways: T am apeaking
of distant parts,

Hon, W, ., ANGWIN: At Fremantle we
ean fravel from one end of the systew to the
other for 3d.

The Minister for Railways: Do you call it
a system! Tt is not mueh more than equiv-
alent to & block in Perth.

Hon, W, (', ANGWIN: Tf we had as large
a population to deal  with ag has  toe
Minister we wonld show better returns.  As
a result of the introduction of penny fares
the Perth trams have run 7,000 additional
miles, This kas meant the employment of
ik or 60 additional hands, and the heavier
vharpes have been placed on those people
living furthest from Perth. T do not think
it was in the best intereats of the serviee,
vonsidering the shortage of cears, to intro-
duee the penny fares in the city. The time
i3 not far distant when the Alinister  will
find it necessary to inercase the fares even
within the ¢ty Loundaries,

The Minister for Rallways: [ agree with
that.

ANGWTN: T do not think
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Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Tt is all very well
to cater for thosc persons who live within
a quarter or half a mile of the Perth Town
Hall, hut these people cannot be relied upen
to regularly patronise the trams. 1t depends
on the whim; the {distance is short and they
can walk into the city if they feel inclinedl.
But the people who live further out can be
relied upon as regular uvsers of the cars. To
get regular customers for our trams it iw
necesgary to encuurage people to live far out
from the centre of the eity rather than
within half a mile of the Town Mall. Tn
viecw of the present shortage of ears, |
doubt whether the alteration has been of
benefit to the serviee or to the people.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN  (lorrest) [1L38]:
Members have followed the diseussinn of tho
Railway Estimates fairly well, and conse-
quently T do not wish to wunduly detain
them. Tt was somewhat of a surprise to me
to find that such an avalanche of culogy
should have been showered on the Minister
for his administration.

The Miunister for Railways: T do not too
often get honquets.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The euiogies were
for the Commissioner, not for the Minister.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister gets n
share of the limelight, He is the directing
genius; in many matters he has to give hix
approval and sanction and in others his
advice is songht. A few years agoe when the
Minister occupied even a higher position
than he holds to-day-—though he may not
have then been the power in the Cabinet
that he is to-day, Dbecause we understand
that he is preity pronounced in his opinious
—when he was Premier a few years ago—

The Minister for Railways; Be ecarveful,
you wilt wake the Premier.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: The Premier is fast
asleep; that is why [ am mentioning it.

"The Premier: No, he is not.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Various changes were
made in  the running of the railways.
BEconemy necessitated the cutting bdut of
suburban  trains and n slight incease of
fares, and T can well recolleet the howl of
derision which went up from the metropoli-
tan distriets,  Indignation mectings were
held by the dozen in order to protest against
the change of policy on the part of the
Taabour Government. Now we find that not
only have tram fares been increased, but
that train fares and freights have been in-
creased on two oecasions. The representa-
tives of the farmera have heen up in arms.
Tn the carridors and down the strect they
have voiced their protests, but to-night they
are as mild as sucking doves.

Mr. Thomson: You know why the fares
were raised, )

Mr. O TOCGHLEN: Tt only shows thai we
can have a little hypoerisy at times, We
can eriticise to some extent when there is a
tinge of polities in the whole business. 1
have beewt in conversation with farmers’ re-
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presentatives, and they have told me that
the increnged farcs were throttling develop-
ment in the rural arcas. [ know that is so.
The ' freights in the country districts are
hringing about stagnation in many loeali-
ties. People who are trying to develop the
regions of the State remote from Perth are
reluctantly obliged to give up the battle
and are ftocking to the eity. Bvory ecity in
Australia is becoming flooded with teo
many people, and there arc not enough in
the ecountry., The Minister himself will be
found expressing those opinions in a few
months’ time, T agree that the man who is
producing in the country is deserving of
more eoncessions in the direction of reduced
farea than are other people. The oppor-
tunities for social enjoyment and of living
a rational, civilised life, such as cvery hu-
man heing has a right to, do not exist in
the country in the way that they exist in the
more favoured areas, To-night there has
beeni mo  critieisam  from members of tho
cross-benches, unless it is to come later from
the leader of that party, or the member for
Katanning, The others have told the coun-
try that cverything in the garden is lovely.
They are prepaved to aceept incrensed
freights and fares, a double-barrelled pro-
position, and they will go back and tell
their coostituents that everything is all
right. In view of the reccption these Esti-
mateg have received to-night, the Minister
need bave no hesitation in obtaining addi-
tional revenue from this source. He has had
nothing but approval from those who are
supposed to be most coneerncd. That is not
what I got up to talk about,

Mr. Harrison: You have given us a good
advartisement,

Alr. O’LOGHLEN: 1 got up principally to
talk about dining carg and railway refresh-
ment rooms. I am not geing to voice any
protest against the taking off of the dining
ear from the South-West line. When the
Commissioner told me that he intended put-
ting on & dining car there, I told him over
the telephone that he was making a mistake
and that it could not pay. As o result of
the competition of this dining car, thc les-
sced of the railway refreshment rooms have
been hard hit. In oue instance, however, a
concession wns made, nearly equivalent to
the takings by the dining ear, in the matter
of the rent charged for the refreshiment room.

The Minister for Works: A concession was
made all through,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Not at all.

The Minister for Works: It was made at
Pinjarra, Boyanup, and Brunswick.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: The Minister is mis-
informed, 1 give him credit for justice being
done at Pinjarra. A small reduction is made
at Brunawick, but as far as T know nonc at
all at Boyanup. The refreshment reom at
Chidiow 's Well is subject to severe competi-
tion from the dining cars. The Comunissioner
hag ubolished the dining car on the south-
west line, and I suppose there will be an ad-
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justment of the rents of the refreshment
rooms.

The Minister for Works: They are up now.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I do not objeect to
that.  There is a dining car on the Great
Houthern and another on the Goldiields line.
It happens that the best system is not al-
ways followed, 1In some of the trains, prior
to the meal hour, refreshments arc brought
round, which prevent the people to a certain
extent from toking the regular meul, and
the department is thus deprived of revenne
which would otherwise be obtained. I have
sat on the Chidlow's Well station and seen as
many as 120 te 200 passengers on it, The
volume of trade that is done there in a few
minutes is by no means commensurate with
the rent that the lessee has to pay.

The Minister for Works: Woe used to sell
from 200 to 250 cups of ten an the station
with each train,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: There were no dining
ears in those days., It is a fair thing for the
Minister to consider the question of reducing
the rents. T know the member for the dis-
trict has made representations to him, and
that representations have also been made to
the Premier, who has some knowledge of that
locality. Although the diming cars ou these
twe trunk lines are being retained, they have
heen abolished on the South-West line. 1 am
not quarrelling about that, but, where the
vars cowe into aetnal eompetition with the
railway refreshment rooms, it is not fair to
the lessee if he does not obtain a reduction
in the rent somewhere in proportion to the
revenue that is being derived from the husi-
urss done on the dining ears. I put it to the
Minister as a reasonable proposition that re.
licf should he given in this direction, where-
ever 1 good case can be made out, If he will
arrange to meet me I will show him figures
dealing with the operations prior to the in-
stallation of the dining car system, and those
that have followed sinec their introduction.
As things wow are the passengers are re-
Inetant to leave the train, and do aay husi-
ness in the refreshment rooms,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Were these places
let before the dining cars were hrought into
operntion?

Ar, O'LOGHLEN: The dining car on the
coldfields line was installed and the lessees
knew they would have competition to faee on
that aceount, hut there was no car on the
Great Southern line. Tn another instance I
had a talk with the Commissioner, and as a
result there was a rednction made in the rent
of £7 a weck. 1n the eage of Chidlows Well
T hope it is not through any personal vindie-
tiveness on the part of the Commissioner
that nothing has been done,

The Minister for Works:
that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Commissioner
clpims that the husiness has not suffered ser-
iousty, and that there has been no definite
offeet as the result of this eompetition.

The Minister for Railways: Did he ask
for particuiars showing whether there had
been any detrimental effect?

It would not be
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Mr, O'LOGRLEN: Will the Minister as-
surc me that he will look through the
fipures?

The Minister for Railways: The figures
the lessee would supply mizht be of no value,
If he has proper books and will produce
them we will make inguiries.

Mr O'LOGHLEXN: If you will undertake
to sec me in the matter, [ will he satisfied.

The Minister for Railways: It is a matter
for the (‘ommissioner.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: What if we do not
get satistaction from the Commissiener?

The Minister for Railways: Tlave you
nminde ont a case to him?

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Yes.

The Miunister for Railways: Did you pro-
Auee the statements he required?

Mr, G'TOGHLEN: Yos,

The Minister for Railways:
strauge.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes. Tn one casc the
Conuuissioner makes a reduction, and in the
other ease he fails to do so. [f a lessee takes
a proposition from the Railway Department
he has a right to a fair erack of the whip.
Une can see in this case from personal ob-
sprvation the difference that this competition
has made to the lessee, and he is thus en-
titled to o review of the position and to some
relief. I aceept the assurance of the Minis-
ter that he will diseuss the matter with me
and go through the figures., I will therefore
wake no further observations on the matter,
and will assist him in the passage of his Es.
timates.

It is very

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.387]: There
have been several ecomplaints from passen-
gers on the two loop lines coming inte Mer-
redin, both from the nerth and the south.
Their difficulties have been increased since
the running of what is termed the limited.
T think that is the fast train from Kal-
poorlic to Perth, which carries passcngers.
The present time table means that on three
nights in the week the passengers have to
wait at Merredin on the platforn for a eon-
siderable time. If they were allowed to
take the limited they would only have to
wait about an hour, or an hour and a-half.
They woukl get to Perth very much earlier.
But T am informed that they are not al-
lowed to get on that train even though there
are empty compartments. The one train
arrives here between 6 and 7 a.m., and the
other at about 10 minutes to 12, To be
lovated on a country station from, say, 11
p.m. until 5 the next merning, without being
able to secure hotel accommodation—the
hotels being generally filled—is disagreeable
in the extreme. I hope the Minister and
the Commissioner will give consideration to
my ropresentations. There is another point
I wish to raise. During the last 18 months
or two yearas there has been a large exten-
sign as regards truecking yards for both
sntall and big stoek. Those extensions have
proved of great serviee to the farmers, and
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I have no doubt the railway traffic has also
bencfited. But the recent increases in rail-
way rates tend to bring small stoek, such na
sheep and pigs, more into line with cattle
and horges; and thus there ia being imposed
on our-eountry areas an excessive cost of
transport ag regards store stock, an in-
crease which would interfere materially with
farmers in the wheat arens who are about
to go in for mixed lines. [ trust the Minis-
ter will consider with the Commissioner
whether something cannot be done to revise
the railway charges on store stoek. T be-
lieve that a reduetion in this respect, though
immediately involving a direct loss would
eventually bring more revenue to the Rail-
way Department by inercased traffic in fat
stock. Morcover, grass which is now wasted
would DLe caten by the additional stock
raised, The increases in railway charges
have, aceording to the returns Dbefore us,
brought in during four months a total of
£148,400, of which about £120,000 has re-
sulted from goods traflic, It is the goods
trafic that mainly prodvces the inereased
revenue; and therefore we should endeavour
to inerease the goods traffie, which is more
profitable than the coaching or passenger
trafic. As mentioned by the leader of-the
Opposition, the ine¢rcased freights and fares

. bear more heavily as one geta further from

the ports., Still, the surcharges are very
much more favourable to the farmers than
increases on a percentage basis would be,
though when we in the ecountry use the
railways for a long journey the increases
bear upon us more heavily than they do
upon the city people,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.46):
The Railway Department is a subject on
which one could speak at great length, but
I will touch upon only one or two matters.
The first is a subject which affects the con-
stituency of the Minigter for Railways, but
more particutarly my own. I should like to
sec introduced a system of week-end exeur-
stons, particularly in the summer time, when
numbers of eountry rvesidents scrape up a
few pounds and send their wives and child-
ren to the seaside. If would be & very good
thing indeed if the Railway Department
would offer facilities to allow the husband
an opportunity to go down and see his wife
and youngsters at the seaside. I do not
suggest that special faecilitics should be
provided: the traing Tun in any case. Week-
end exeursions might be arranged to run
down on Saturday and return on Monday, so
that the husband would lese only half a day.

The Minister for Railways: It would be
necessary to provide speeial trains. At that
period of the year we cannot allow more
accommodation.

Mr, THOMSON: I have frequently tra-
velled on those trains during that period,
and there has becn room for additional pas-
sengers on them,

The Minister for Railways:
days and Sundays®

On Satur-
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Mr. Thomson: Yes,

The Minister for Railways: We double-
Lank every Saturday and Sunday.

Mr. THOMSON: T offer a suggestion as
to what is required by the country people,
and I see no reason why the department
should not adopt that suggestion.

The Minister for Railways: T have given
vou the reason—that we should have to put
on speeial trains.

Mr. THOMSON: My experience tells e
that the department eould find room for
those desirous of spending week-ends at the
seaside, and do it without pntting on any
special trains, .

The Minister for Railways: [t is casy to
say that; but it eanmot be done.

Mr. THOMSON: | believe it can be done.
The department are not sympathetic towards
the proposal,

The Minister for Railways: Rubbish!
Mr. TITOMSON: 1t is not rubbish, [

hove put up that proposal year after year to
the Railway Department, and they say that
what they are really afraid of is that they
may lose a little revenne by it

The  Minister for Railways: Who said
that? :

Me, TIHOMSBOX: 1 am giving the effect
of the words used by the Chief Traffic Man-
ager. The department are afraild of someone

travelling from the vountry districts to the -

seaside at exewrsion rates, and then handing
the return ticket to somecone eolse, who wouldl
thus fravel at a cheaper rate.  This is one
of the objeetions of the Railway Department
to issuing cheap excursion tickets. They
would prove a convenienee to a great many
people who might feel disposed to visit Al-
bany, Busselton, or Bunbury at the week-
end,

fion, W, (% Apgwin: What about those
living at the port who want to go to the

country?

Mr. THOMSON :  There are eoxenrsion
fares.

The Minister for Railways: Where are

you going to get the rolling stock to run the
traing you suggest?

Mr. THOMSON: I am surprised at the
opposition coming from the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: T want some-

thing practical. T will be sywmpathetic
enough then.
Mr. THOMSON: T think it is practical

and it should receive eonsideration, Tt woull
not mean a speeial train. {iod bless my
soul

The Minister for Railways: [le won't,

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister says that
it will require special accommodation. T
he were to see the conditions on the six
o'clock train which leaves for the South, he
would see that people stand all round the
corridors at the start and before the train
goex far along the line, the passengers thin
ont.

The Minister for Works: Where will the
extra passengers you speak about stand if
the corridors are full?
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Mr, THOMSBON: | said that the passen-
gers thinned out as the train went along.
The Minister recognises that there is a de-
mand for a speeial servive because he has
provided that on Baturday afternoons there
shall he two traing. If the Commissioner
were to give instructions to earry out the
suggestion | maide, 1 think he would find
that there would bhe ample room for passen-
pers travelling from Katawning and Wagin
downwards on the train which leaves here at
four o'rlock. The member for IForrest iu
dealing  with the inerease in freights said
fhat he was surpriseil that members on the
rtoss benehes had culogised the Government
regarding the inerease in rajlway fares. We
have not culogised the Govermment for rais-
ing the fares and freights, but we recognise
that on aceonnt of the inerease in wapes
there had to he juerveases in fares and
MNreights,  Should there be the neeossity for
further inereases | suggest to the Govern-
ment that in arriving at o deeision on that
matter  consideration should he given tuo
conutry imdastries.  In one vase | know that
iomill is being moved down to the metro-
palitan area.

[fgn. W. ("
to Fremantle in
hoard,

The Minister for Railways: Bevause the
Australian Whent Board want to get the
last fraction of a penny from the mill,

Mr. THOMSON: Tt should he the polivy
of the tiovernment to afford cvery assistanee
to these conntey Dmlustries and wol foree
them to come down to Fremuntle and other
parts of  the mctropolitan  area. I con-
gratolate the Commisgioner on hig action in
cutting up the railways into disteiets aml
piving district superiutendents a little more
power than they possessed in the past. | o
uet know how fur their anthority goes now,
but under existing condittons it anyone re-
quires a sheep truek at Katanning the ap-
plieation has to go throngh a number of
oftivers, uttimately being wirell to Terth he-
fare the applieation ean he granted.

The Minster for Works: There are only
a limited number of eattle trucks, and that
in the reason presumably,

Mr. THOMSON: The Goverament are to
be congratulated upon their decision in ap-

Angwin:  The mill is coming
order te get to the =ea-

peinting  a  commissioner possessing  local
knowledge and  experience, Our railways
should he the tramning ground for our

futnre commissioners, nnd it should be pos-
sible for a porter to become Clommissioner,
T wonld like to see the Commigsioner en-
covrage an element of competition hetween
the distriet superintendents.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: How c¢an the distriet
anperintendents compete with one another
when they depend upon the amount of traffie
in their distriet? The distriet superinten-
dents eannot make the traffic for their dis-
tricts.

Ar, THOMSON: Even the Traffic Man-
ager in such a simple matter as arranging for
a apecial train, has to refer the applieation
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to the Commigsioner. The  Minister for
Works may shake his head, T speak from
practical experience, [ know what I am talk-
ing about. | went to the Railway Depart-
ment to arrange for a speeial train on ‘* Kat-
anning Day,’’ and after discussing the whole
details  with the Traflic Manager, he had
to submit it to the Commisioner,

The Minister for Works: They never had
to «lo that in my time,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Perhaps he was try-
ing to cut down the price,

My, THOMSON: The Commissioner could
vncourage the element of competition be-
tween district supervintendents by asking one
superintendent to explain why he was not
able to run his clistrict as economically us
the running resnlts of another superinten-
dent's distriet showed was possible.  There
are many difficulties in connection with this,
Lut my object is to decentralise as far as
possible,  Unfortunately at prescut every-
thing must come to Perth, but under the
svatem T have suggested there would be a
distinet improvement, I agree that those
ambulance men whe have rendered good ser-
viee should be recompensed to the extent
of at least 6d. or 7d. per day. 1 know of
one man who is called oot at all hours of the
night beeause of his ability as an ambulanec
man. | trust there will be no necessity to
increase the railway freights. The system
adopted is fair and eqoitable, and I hope
10 Government will rp-introduce the percent-
age basis. I am in favour of a flat rate.

My, LUTEY (Brownhill-lvanhee) [i1.1}:
Regarding the provision of shelter sheds on
the Brownhill line, the Minister some time
ago, in reply to a question, said that railway
was now Jooked upon as a tramway, and
that therefore shelter sheds were not neees-
sary. Bnt the Minister knows that the tram-
ways company have provided shelter sheds
at differcnt points along their tracks. I
was asking, not for any elaborate buildings,
It merely for shelter sheds. The provision
of sueh a convenience would render the line
more popular. I hope the Minister will use
his Dbest endeavours with the Commissioner
tn scenre that small coneession, unot only in
the interests of the people using the line, but
in the interests of the State generally, for
it wonld probably resnlt in inereased rev-
enue,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hou.
J. Seaddan—Albany—in reply) [11.2]: 1
propose to reply very briefly to just a few
of the comments made.

Ton. W. C. Angwin: Tf you sit down we
will pot your Estimates through.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
Well, T should be serry to de anything to
prevent you. The remarks of most hon.
members have been very interesting.  Of
some it might be said they were intended
tor leeal consumption. Obviously, it was
meant that the balanee should go into cold
store unfil Mareh next.  With the latter

1757

class [ am not going to interest myself, be-
cause 1 expeet the market in March will
afford a better opportunity. To the mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mvr, Willeoek) I say that
while he miay hold certain views in regard
to the introduction of the 44 hour week, and
while he and [ may agree to the desirability
of working men just so long as they can
be kept fit, the fact remains that n machine
will not do in 44 hours the same work as
it previously d¢id in 48 hours. The machine
cannot ¢ontinue without its attendant, and
obvionsly a machine fully attended for 48
honrs will do more work than if attended
for only 44 hours. The workshop which the
Commissioner had in mind when making his
statement iz largely operated by machines.
I question whether the Commissioner’s state-
ment will not be borne out by aetval praec-
tice during the period over whieh it ia pro-
posed te continue the review.

Mr. Willeock: With the introduction of
all this machinery, surely the hours worked
by the men can stand a reduction.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is a great deal to be said in favour
of the argument that if wealth-produeing
machines are introduced, human beings
shonld get the advantage—at all events in
the gross. DBut that shonld not prevent the
Commissioner from expressing his opinion
on what is happening. However, by intro-
ducing the 44-hour week, what we did was,
not to reduce the number of hours worked
per day; we eut out the Saturday morning,
and worked only fire days in the week, with
the result that cach day put the same strain
an a man as before.

Mr. Willecock: But e had a good weck-
end in which to recuperate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That was all right while they worked the
same number of hours on the five days. But
they refused to come in on the Saturday
morning and take it as overtime, They in-
gisted upon working by way of overtime
extra hours on the other five days. This has
heen detrimental to all concerned.

Mr. Willeock: Of course it has.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Well,
1T ask the hon. member whether he cannot
induce them to accept the pogition.

Mr. Willeock: I will see whether I can-
not get you some more men.

The MINISTER TIFOR RATLWAYS:
Even that would be an advantage. The de-
partment never put up the position that Sat-
urday morning would interfere with the 44-
hour week; we merely desired that the men
should not be too long on the job on any
one day. TBut they persisted in working
the five-day weck, because they fancied they
saw in the Saturday motning proposal a de-
liherate attempt to rob them of their 44-
lhour week, That, of course, was never in-
tended. Those men Qdid something whieh, in
my opinion, the rest of the movement ahouldl
have taken strong exception to, If the
Lours, although limited to 44, were spread
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over six days in the week the men would
keep fit; but they have deliberately gone
back on that and said, ‘*We want overtime
und we will get it by working extra hours
on five days in the week,”’ and refusing to
work on the Saturday morning., I have reason
" to believe that the men in the shops were
satigfied that the Commissioner hal no ul-
terior metive in asking them to work on
Saturday merning, but that somebody—1
helicve, the seerctary of the organisation—
went along and told them that the Commis-
sioner was actnated hy the desire to rob
them of the 44-hour week,

Ton. P, Collier: But the 44-hour week was
cmbodied in  the agreement.  How, then,
vonlil they be suspicious?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T do
net know, but Dennis went up there and
talked the men into it, said that if they
worked on the Saturday morning it would
be the end of the 44-hours weck, Actnally
it was he who was hringing about the end of
the 4thour week., They are working more
hours now on five days in the week than pre-
viously, because they aré working overtime,
whieh I am convinced is a wrong thing to do.

Mr. Willcock: And is very expenmsive in
addition.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Bx-
aetly, Tt would have been far more satis-
factory all round if they had agreed to work
Saturday morning as overtime. Most of the
other points submitted are matters of ad-
ministration which, by Act of Parlimment,
lies with the Commissioner. [If, after 12
monuths of office, the Commissioner submitted
a report to Parlinment and no members eould
he found to eriticise any of his actions, T
should think it was time we got rid of the
Commissioner and put  in somebody clse.
A man who does nothing eannot he found
fault with simply because he has to  his
eredit ne actions on which criticism may be
hased. Colonel Tope has given close atten-
tion to his duties; in Tact he is geldom off
duty, He has a good knowledge of the teeh-
nical operations of the railways, in fact as
wide a knowledge as ean he expected in any
onc man, It is impossible to get a man who
combines the knowledge of a railway cengin-
eer, o civil engineer and a traffic manager.
The Commissioner i3 a4 man with a good all
round knowledge of the working of the rail-
ways anid possesses sound common sense, He
knowa the men and is knewn by the men and
can easily be approached. [n my opinion he
is doing very well, Though we may differ
from his opinions, he at any rate has the
courage of his convietions. T have differed
from him many times, but on matters of po-
liecy T have always insisted that my point
of view should prevail. When a question of
policy was not invelved T have said to
(olonel Pope, ‘“This ia a technical opera-
tion, you are charged with the responsibility
for that; [ shall not intervene.'? Even when
asked for an opinion I have refused to give
it. T think that our railways are being oper-
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nted fairly successfully and any credit is due
to the Commissioner and to myself as Min-
ister. Of course we look to the Connnissioner
for adviee as to thebasis for increaswil
freights or charges to make our system i
paying concern and not a heavy burden on
the commuuity, The Commissioner is ex-
pected to be able to recommend an equitable
bagia which will not do harm te our indus-
tries or to any one sertion of the community.
The aetunl responsibility for increasing the
vates must rest with the Govermment, becanse
this was a matter of policy, I recommended
to Cubinet that rates he increased and Cab-
firet, having adopted my recommendation,
must take the responsibility for it. T have
lappencd to be Minister for Railways on two
different oceasions when it heeame necessary
to raise freights, anid | 1lo not propose to tnke
the actual responsibility for this step. T
faeed the pesition as T found it. The heavier
costs (due to arbitration awards gmd dearer
coal and material plaeed upon me responsi-
bility and 1 went to Cabinet and snid, **We
must make ecertain adjustments in freights
and farves.’'  Members should wake it clear
fo the publie that a big concern like the rail-
ways, responsible ns T have previeusly pointed
out for, roughly, onc-half of the State's re-
venne and eSpenditure, should not he  re-
garded ns a safe department to eriticise.
Parliaoment has to neeept its share of the re-
spansibility.  Members should make it plain
to the vommunity that we arc rendering thisx
service and  that thesd who are henefiting
from it must pay the cost,

Mr. Pickering: You did not conme to Par-
liament and ask Parlament to jnerease the
freights.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: When
freights and charges are inereased and Par-
liament permits the Govermment, who made
the increase, to remain in office, Parliament
then tukes the responsibility for their aetion,

Mr. Thomson: That is not a fair atate-
ment.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS: 1t is
n fair statement, A memher has no right to
remnin gilent if he contends that such aetion
on the part of the Goverminent is detrimental
to the interests of the country, and he has
ne right to go to his constituents afterwards
and tell them that he had no part in it. Of
course members have a say in it. Parliament
must take the responsibility, and it is de-
sirable that Parliament should do so in order
that the community way rise to a sense of
their regponsibilities, The member for North-
Fiast Fremantle complains of the charges
levied en the commuonity by increasing the
passenger fares. The leader of the Opposi-
tion complaing of the inervase of fares in the
metropolitan area. The country members
complain of the freights on live stoek; in
short cverybody complaina and naturally en-
ouph, too. But the community must recognise
that they have to find the increased wages
demanded and fairly demanded in most cases.
It has been shown Dby the Commissioner's
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figurcs that the increases recently made and
those lovied in Deeembar of last year, have
been equitably distributed, and each section
of the community has been asked to ecarry
about an cquivalent share of the burden, It
would be impossible to have aunything fairer
than that. We have not deliberately
sought an opportonity to impose a bur-
den on the people, though, judging by the
amouvnt of abuse which one receives, it might
almost be concluded that somc people hold
that view. One is abused for having imposed
o small inerease in this direction, though at
the same time people arc paying merchants
and manufacturers greatly inereased charges
for their commodities withont "any question
whatever. I made some inquiries with regard
to fertilisers and [ found that, while we had
incveased our rates by about 3s. a ton, the
merchants had incrcased their price by £2
3. a ton. We are not making n hoge pro-
fit on our railways and we are not placing
an unfair levy on one eoncern to huild up an-
other, To inerease freights and fares was
an inpleasant task, but some one had to face
it, and f the Minister was not prepared to
tackle it, he would be undeserving of con-
sideration from the gencral ¢ommunity. I
have taken a note regarding the sample of
apples obtained from the dining c¢ar. 1 am
satisfied that those apples did not eome from
Mt Rarker.

Mz, Pickering:
my district either.

Mr. Munsie: J never saw worse fruit on
auy table.

Hon., I’. Collier: The attendant said that
a case had been ordered from Kalgoorlie and
that was the quality sent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWANYS: The
swne thing applies to the  trans-Australian
line,

Hon, I*, Collier: 1t would be hetter not to
put such froit on the table.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: TIf
the quality is so poor it wonld be hetter not
to have the fruit on the tables. Visiters who
have heard of the exeellent qualily of West-
ern Australian grown apples would have good
reason to he disgusted at having such a
gample put before them.

Mr. Munsic: At the same table were two
Queenslandera making their first visit to
Western Australia, and they direeted atten-
tion to this fruoit,

The MINISTER ,FOR RAILWAYS:
The local people are euntitled to get some
of the hest guality fruit, but they do not
always get it. T have taken n note of several
ather matters, including that of the super-
annuation fund which is under consideration,
and rolling stoek for bulk handling. The
Railway Iepartment had a representative on
the Commission which made the inquiry and
it is recogniscd that the department must be
prepared in this way.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T hope they will nat
take the edvice given in the newspaper to-
night.

They did not come from
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The MINISTER I'OR RAILWAYS:
Regarding the use of pulverised coal for
locomotive purposes, for years past we have
heen obtaining all the information available.
A month or six weeks ago I notified the
Commissioner that if he would provide a
locomotive with the nceessary fittings, the
Mines Tepartment, being interested in the
uge of our native coal, wonld join with him
in making a test.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: Do you not think it
would be advisable, in view of the recent
amalgamation of Collie coal companies, to
get a coal mine of your ownt

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS:
T do, hut T shall not say anything more.
1f the hon. member thinks that this would
be desirable, he should net mention if. pub-
liely and he knows the reason why. [ wish
10 assure the member for North-FEast Fre-
mantle that the new rates as applying to ap-
prentices apply to junior workers under the
age of 21, subjeet to their producing a
signed statement from their employer show-
ing the rate of wage they reccive and a
declaration as to their age. If the wage is
less than 12 Gd. per weck, they will bhe
given a rate at one-third, which they have
never previously reeeived; if the wage ex-
eceedls 258 n week, the rate will be one-half;
aud if the wage exceeds 385 a weok the rate
will be two-thirds, That is a fair concession
to grant to junior workers. With regard
to the question of cheap week-cud exeursions,
raised Dby the member for Katanning, T
agree that if practicable this ought to he
institnted, The time of the year when the
hon. member dusires these weck-end exeur-
sions to opernte from Katanning is the very
time when we have a tremeudous rush of
traffic that is difienlt te handle. If we
could anticipate only onc or two such exenr-
sious it might be possible te At them in and
comply with his request. The time when
maost people would he travelling feom DPerth
would be the time when others would want
to join the train at Katanning, and the re-
suit would be that there would Le complaints
from Doth ends.  Requests would also be
made for a similar provision in other parts
of the State.

Mr. Thomson: Could you not put on a
speeial earriage at Katanning?

The MINISTER T1TOR RAILWAYS:
Theu ane would be wanted at Collie, at Nor-
tham, and other centres. Where arc we go-
ing to get all thesc special carriages? Our
system cneounters difficulties every day in the-
summer fime for the want of sufficient car-
riages to carry onr traflic,

Mr, Thomgon: There is one lying at Kat-
anning  from Saturday morning until the
follawing Friday.

The MINTSTER TOR RAILWAYS:
Ff that is so inguirics will have to he made.
T euan assnee the houn. member that if it is
there now it will he gone by next week.
When he says that the department is not in
sympathy, and that there is no desire to en-
courage traffie, he must remember that there
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are many difficulties in the management of
the system that he does not upnderstand.

Mr. Thomson: The department is fright-
ened of ticket sealping.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
Oh, ne!

iTon. P. Collier: Have yon been to the
Commissioner about it?

Mr, Thomson: I have.

The MINISTER 9 FOR RAILWAYS:
If this question can be arranged without ser-
ious inconvenience it is possible that it will
be done, Members must realise that we have
to comply with similar requests elsewherd,
and that we have diffienlties to contend with
in other dircctions. T appreciate the refer-
ences, made by hon. members to the work of
the department. I will confer with the mem-
ber for Forrest with regard to tho lense of
refreshmeht rooms, and will go inte the ques-
tion of shelter sheds on the Brownhill loop
line, raised Ly the member for the distriet.
T agree that we ought to afford some protee-
tion to passengers from the heat of the day
during the five or six months of the summer,
Tt is little short of murder to ask people to
stand in the sun waiting for their trains.

Mr. Money: And there is the question of
the carriage of rond material

The MINISTER FOR. RAILWAYS:
1 will diseuss that matter with the Com-
missionor. There are difficulties, such as the
fitting in of time tables, which are not un-
derstood by the ordinary layman, and ean
only be properly handled by the experts
themselves.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—State batteries, £62,576:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Can the Minis-
ter for Mines say what progress has
becn made with the crection of "a State
battery at 8St. Ives? The Government
have dectided to erect one there. A
statement appeared in the goldfields Press
a few weeks ago to the effeet that the hat-
tery was not to be eompleted for some time
hecause of the difficulty of obtaining labour,
There must be some misunderstanding on
this point. I am sure the wecessary labour
eould be obtained on the goldfields. A stage
has been reached in that field when the min-
ing investors require to get back some of the
money they have put into it. It is a matter
of the utmost importance to many of them
that the battery should be erccted at an early
‘date.  Practieally no capital is ecoming in
now from outside and everyone wants to see
some returns for his investment. I hope the
Minister will e that the battery is made
available as early as possible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: . Although
there is a difficulty with regard to labour, the
main diffieulty is to get the nceessary plant.
We have to colleet it from different parts of
the State. We cannot take any one plant
and erect it straight away at St. Ives. I as.
sure the leader of the Opposition that we are
pushing on with the question of obtaining a
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suitable planl and having it erceted as early
a8 possible. The Chief Ingpector of State
Batteries has reecived  definite instructions
that he must waste no time in having the
battery erected. His staff is working on it
as fast as possible.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--State dairy farm, ts,..0; tourist
resorts, Cave Houses, ete, £11,%63; Yanda-
nooka cstate, £9,000—agreed to.

Vote—Government property sales fund re-
ceipts, £1,096,544 193, 1d.

ltem, Roads and bridges throughout the
State, £25,000:

Hon. W, (. ANGWIX: These are loan
moneys that we are dealing with, and there
i3 no direet return so far as this item is con-
ecerned. Tn the Estimates there is also an-
other £30,000 provided, which makes up 2
total of £55,000, in the distribution of
which we have no say. In all probability,
when the Loan Egtimates come down, we
shall have another vote of the same kind
placed before us, There is a sum of £141,462
of loan moneys and trust moueys which can
be put into the ordinary revenue of the State
to carry out works which used to be pro-
vided out of ordinary revenue. Altogether
there iz a sum of £11,545 previded more than
last year. The municipalities, however, get
nothing at all in the way of advances, and
yet we are providing this sum of £55,000 to
go to road boards only. Is this amount of
£30,000 for speceial roads, or is it to be handed
over to the road boards, or is it to be ex-
pended on making feeder ronds to the rail-
ways?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
£30,000 is to be spont in providing bridges
which are very badly needed in varions parts
of the State to enable producers to travel in
winter as well as in semmer. The funds of
the State have not proved adequate to meet
all the demands very properly made on them
in this connection. Probably there will be a
pgrant for the construction of special roads,
with which the ordinary funda cannot cope.
If we put people on the land, we must fur-
nish them with facilities for getting to the
railways. To cnable o man to do two trips
in & day with his team inatead of only one,
i3 to inerease the national wealth.

Ttem, School of Mines, Kalgoorlie, addi-
tional ¢lass room and experimental plant and
equipment, £5,500:

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am not objecting
to this item, but for what purpose is the cx-
perimental plant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
tention is to ereet something more than a toy
plant to illustrate to students the various
methods of dealing with different ores. There
is a good deal of machinery to be put up, and
a suitable building has to be specially de-
signed.

Item, Claremont Hospital for Tnsane, medi-
cal officer’s quarters, £1,500:
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Hon, P. COLLIER: I3 it proposed to
make additions to the existing quarters, or
to erect new quartera? 1If the latter, for
whom are they to be provided?

The MINISTER POR WORKS: T regret
not being rle to furnish full information
regarding 1is item, but T assure the hon.
mem! .at the money will not be spent
until I“have been thoroughly satisfied as to
the necessity for the building and as to the
design being a proper one,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T particularly wish
to know whether any new buwilding at all is
necessary; and that is a matter which rests,
in this instance, not with the Minister for
Works but with the Colonial Seeretary. T
view the item with suspicion. Therc has been
sufficient accommiodation for the medieal
officers at Claremont for years past. Is
it intended to ercct elaborate additions to ex-
isting buildings, or are quarters to he pro-
vided for some medical officer who has not
» residence now?

Mr. Teesdale: Tn the latter case, how has
he managed up to now? Tt scems to me that
this item is intended to provide accommo-
dation for the two additional medical officers
who have been eut ont.

1ion. P. COLLIER: ‘Those in charge at
Claremont have a way of getting what they
want.

The Colonial Secretary: There are no med-
ical ofticer’s quarters to be built at Clare-
mont, so far as I know.

Hon. P, COLLTER: Then how did this
item stray on to the Estimates? T move—

That the item be struck out.

The Colonial Secretary: New buildings
vome nnder another vote.

Ilen. W, C. Angwin: There is no money
for the recreation hall at Wooroloo.

The MINISTER FOR WORKR: I am
agreeable to the item being stenck out if only
to emphasise the point that T have nothing
on my notes regarding the matter.

Question put and passed; the item struck
out.

Ttem, Land Titles, extra accommodation,
£13,000:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX;
penditure for? Is there to'be an ecarly re-
arrangement of offices? This is a lot of
money, and members should realise that it
is loan money that we are spending on works.
This is not being provided for out of rev-
enue.

Mr. Maley: Tt is neccssary, surely,

The Attnrney General: The work is abso-
Jntely necessary. . ’

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: T understand it is
the intentien of the Government to make ex-
teusive alterations in the Government offices,
but whether it is to be at the Crown Law
Department or the Lands Department we do
not know. T trost that this does not .mean
2 new huildine, because we have tooc many
of the faovernment departments scattered
about now.

What is this ex-
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The Minister for Works: It will be two or
three years before we can get the General
Post Office from the Federal authorities.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should have
an explanation about this item at any rate

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
can be no doubt as to the neeessity for this
extra accommodation. The Attorney General
could probably tel' members that he is
worried to death ou aecount of the limited
accommodation provided for the Land Titles
branch, There is no proper place provided
for keeping the titles, which are exceed-
ingly important to the State and to the com-
munity. The aecommodation which ja now
provided has growm altogether too amall,
There is an ever-increasing demand for extra
accommodation. Tt has not been decided
yet exactly whit is to be dome. I believe
it is the intention to make ecertain arrange-
ments by which the ground oceupied by the
Savings Bank will be made available for
the Land Titles office.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Will they be housed
in the same building.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We want
to get them in together if possible. When
the Commonwealth vacate the poat office,
there should be sufficient aeccommodation for
the whole of the State departments provided
certain re-arrangements are made. I am
averse to spending any large amounts in pro-
viding separate offices. Some people have
stated that if the Treasury building site were
sold, it would enable the Government to
erect a big block of administrative build-
ings in some other part of the eity. That
will be discussed in due course, but at the
present time we wmnst provide neecommoda-
tion for the Land Titles office, The amount
of £13,000 has been pravided in order that
we may come and go to that extent.

My, Munsie: The sooner you get to work
the hetter.

Mr. TEESDALE: Ts the work in connec-
tion with the Land Titles office so imnortant
that we must spend £13,000 on it? The next
item in the Estimates provides for £800 for
the re-arrangement of Government offices, in-
cluding extensive alterations and additions.

Hon. P. Collier: There was over £7,000

“spent last year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
smaller amount is to finish off certnin joba
which we had on hand during the year. We
ar¢g not eoing to spend a lot of money in
new public offices, for we will have plenty
of .room when we take over the post office
buildings. ]

Mr. MUNSIE: X am not quite clear as to
where the Government intend to put the Land
Titles office, but it is absolutely essential
that the present conditions should be altered.

Mr, Money: You are quite right.

Mr. MUNSIE: T had oceasion to go to
the Land Titles office last week, and T put
in three hours there one day. Most of the
time T had an escort with me taking me
from office to office. In the end I came away
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without sceing the right man, Eventually
I had to go to the Premier himself before
I could get the information I wanted,

Mr. Underwood: Was that due to the
structure of the building or the lack of
intelligence on the part of the officials?

Mr. MUNSIE: It was duc to the lack of
aecommodation for the officers. I am not
complaining regarding the efficiency of the
officers, for even if we had the most com-
petent  officers in the world it would be
impossible for them to carry out their duties
successfully under existing circumstances.
It is an absolute scandal.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am sorry
that the hon. member regards this ay a
scandal. Certainly the position is serious,
and this work is essential, The operationa
of the Land Titles Office are increasing
cnormously, I mentioned this matter on the
Estimates last year. The position now is
that the building is no longer safe. If a
fire occurred I do not know what the reault
would be. I do not know how the officers
carry out their work now, and they cannot
econtinne in the present building very much
longer.

Ttem, Police stations and quarters, £10,000:

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is a large sum
of moncy for police accommodation in ome
year. Last year £2,679 was provided under
this heading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only
£097 was spent last year., The £10,000 asked
for iz towards the cost of the following
works: Nedlands, purchaze of site, £300;
Nedlands police station, £1,900; TBroome,
quarters, £2,000; Collie, extensions, £1,545;
Beria, station and quarters, £650; Fremantle,
quarters and conversion, £736; Espcrance,
quarters and station, £1,870; Albany, new
quarters, £2,050; Denmark, station and quar-
ters, £2,300; Westonia, station and quarters,
removal from Coolgardie, £350; Celebration,
station and quarters, £1,870; .Junetion, sta-
tion water supply, £450, and Tableland, re-
placing buildings destroyed by fire, £2,000.
These are works which have been asked for

by the Poliee Department and, seeing that-

the stations are so widely scattered throunoh-
out the State. I do not think the amount can
be ecom-lained of.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Bevenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions ' as pasced in Committee of
Supply pgranting supplies amounting to
£4,708,950 were formally reported.

STATE TEADING CONCERNS,
In Committee.
Mr. Stwbbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works (Hon. W. J. George) in charge of the
vote,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Division—S8tate Brickworks, £16,380:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Considering there
is over a million of money involved in these
votes, midnight is scarcely the proper time at
which to discuss them. We shonld know what
is to be dome in regard to the brickworks.
Building contraetors arc everywhere crying
ont for material, Great diffienlty is ex-
perienced in obtaining brieks. In conse-
quence of this the State has lost n large
number of tradesmen, including bricklayers.

Mr, Thomson: I thought we had plenty
of bricks.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Y understand there
is great difficulty in getting bricks, The
State works have been of great importanece
and have exercised considerable check over
the price of bricks. If the plant were
worked continuously, we could turn cut briecks
at a much lower price than we are doing to-
day.

I{Ir. Pickering: Good bricks, too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: .The best bricks
in the State. A good man is in charge, the
best of clays is available, and the works are
most cconomical in their operation. Every-
thing is run by gravitation, and econse-
quently we ought to be making bricks at a
much lower price than they are made at
other brickyards. Instead of that, I am
told we have entered the ring and agreed to
a fixed price of £3 5s, per thousand at the
kiln, which is a very hig price.

Mr. Mullany: It ought to show a gool
profit.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but the State
will suffer for these high prices. Tt is the
d-ty of the State at such a time to provide
bricks at the lowest possible price eompat-
ible with a profit.

Mr. Willeoek: You do mot suggest that
they are profiteering?

Mon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am doubtful sbout
that, they are members of the combine.
When I took charge of the Works DNepart-
ment T found that the sawmills were in the
cambine. Does the Minister intend to ex-
tend the plant at the State Brickworks in
order to keep uwp a good surply of the best
quality brick at a cheaper rate? I am
pleased that the brickworks are now likely
to show a profit, though this depends on onr
alility to supply material at o reasonable
priec and enable peorle to build. Tt is im-
pessible for people to build if the cost of
material is exorbitant. I hope that the
Minister will be satisfied with a price which
will show just a small marein of profit over
the cost. Tt is not the duty of the State to
malke big profits. We should supnly bricks

at the lowest possible rate.

Mr. MUNSTIE: T want the Minister to
snswer n few questions with rerard to the
Stote Brickworks, I do not know whether
the mogition has altered within the last twe
or three vecks, but some little time aco the
Frickworks while aeccepting orders, could not
snarantee that the bricks would be supplied
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within three months. Orders were hooked

well in advance.

The Minister for Works: TYes.

12 ¢’clock midnight.
[Hon, G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIE: L am plensed to have that
admission from the Minister, because I want
to know why he appointed an agent who is
puid  conunission for selling State brieks,
particularly seconds. 1 do not know the
pentlentan, but he advertises in the ©¢West
Australian’’ every day as agent for State
bricks,

The Minister for Works: Ilis name is
Barrett.
Mr., MUNSIE: Ue is also a limo mer-

chant.  For ordinary cottages, seconds are
used to a consitderable extent, A contractor
who was building some cottages applied to
the manager of the State DBrickworks for
some geconds and wags referred to the agent.
The agent admitted that he had sevonds for
sale, but the contvactor aonld not get a
single brick wuless he purchased his lime re-
quirements from the agent. The contractor,
however, had already secured sufficient quan-
tities of liwe.

Mr. Teesdale: s that o fact!

Mr, MUNSLE: [ have it i black aml
white,
Mr. Teesdule: 'Then the «uicker he ia

emptied out, the better.

Mr. MUNKIE: The Governmeut have also
appointed an agent for State fimber, and
yet they cannot supply one half of the de-
mands. Why the necessity for an agent for
State bricks!? The Government are paying
this' agent commisgion For selling State
hricks which cannot be supplied at less than
three months’ notice,

Mr, Teesdale: Surely we have plenty of
officars to do this work.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, but there is no neces-
sity te have un agent for State hricks.
I7 the State Brickworks werg competing
apainst other works for enstom, it might he
neeessary to have an agent, but the Minister
admits that it i3 necessary to wait for threc
wmonths before the brick works can supply
an order. The position now is that if a
conteactor does not buy his lime from the
agent, he cannot get hricks.

The Minister for Works:
been acting for five years.

Mr, MUNSIE: There is also an agent for
State timber.

The Minister for Works: Who is that?

Mr. MUNSIE: We will come to that later.
T hope the Minister will tell vs why this
agent was appointed and what commission is
praicl him,

Mr. Teesdale: And what bis lune has to
do with our bricks.

My, LUTEY: When dealing with the
State brickworks some congiderable time
ago, the Minister for Works informed us

[63]
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that it was impossible to get machinery to
torn out the number of bricks required.

The Miunister for Works: No.

Mr. LUTEKEY: I have o clear recollection
of it,

The Minister for
kilng, not machinery.

Mr. LUTEY: We were told that the
worky required machinery, but T have sinee
discovered that the instalment of a Hoffman
kiln would enable the works to turn out the
additional bricks required. That expltauation
wus not made at the time, It was sanid that
there was a shortage of machinery, and that
it was impossible to get the particular ma-
chinery in Australia at the time,

The Minister for Works: [ do uot think
I said that, because I knew all ahout it.

Mr, LUTEY: I am certain that this was
the reply given by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: T was asked
about the kilns and the answers can be found
in ““Hansard.?’*

Mr. LUTEY: If the Minister turns up
“‘Hansard’’ he will find that I was speaking
of machinery. Perhaps the Minister ecan
inform e why it has heen impossible to
build a Hoflmun kiln during the last two
yuirg in order to meet the heavy demand for
bricks.  MThere has heen a shortage for years
vast, and [ hope that the kiln will be crected
s0 that this crying need for hricks will be
met,

Mr. HOLMAN: [ move—
Thal progress be reported.

Works: We required

Motion put and o divigion taken with the

following  reaultt:i—-
Ayes .. e .. i
Nocs - .. . .. 20
Mujority against .. 13
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsle
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willeock
Mr. Holman Mr. O’'Loghlan
Mr. Lutey {Tallcr.)
NORKS.
Mr. Augelo Mr. Mitcbell
Mr. Rroun Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collier Mr. Plckering
Mr, Draper Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Duff Mr. Stubbs
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Underwood
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Johnston (Telier.)
Mr. Maley

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. Munsie: Before this vote is passed I
should like some information fram the Min-
ister in charge of it.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
memher for North-East Fremantle spoke of
the diffienlty of pefting brieks. There is
muochinery at the State brickworks which
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could manufacture many more bricks than it
iloes, but we have not the kiln accommodation
there to hurn them, To erect a new kiln
and inerease the output would run into
£6,000 or £7,000. If we were to erect an-
other Hoffman kiln to turn out a larger
quantity of bricks we should need some addi-
tions to the plant that we have at present.
When the price of bricks began to move, I kept
our prices down and did not niove them for a
long time, although T was pressed to do so by
the other brickmakers. T oxpressed the
opinion that we shounld keep our price down
us low as possible to meet the requirements
of the public nnd encourage the revival
of huilding. Until we were ealled upon
to pay incrcased wapges and lad to meet other
inereased expenses I determined to keep the
price down to something like normal. At
present the price for first c¢lass brieks ex kiln
is tds, ov 65s. per thousand. That is a low
price for the quality we are turning out. 1
du mnot believe there are any other brick-
works in Australia turning out bricks equal
to ours at the price. We are said to have
entered into a ring. T object te the wse of
that word ‘‘ring,”’ just as T objected to the
offensive use by the member for Perth of the
word “framp.’? Tt is indeed a most objection-
able term, When a member uses a word of
that deseription he should be careful to as-
certain that it does not mean more than he
intended.  We do not helong to a ring, and
we ean always alter ovr prices whenever we
like.  We kave no one to ask hefore we
ifo so. Other people have been getting what-
ever price for their bricks they liked to ask,
hnt 6563, is our price. .  That 18 & fair price
and gives us a fair return for what we are
doing.

Mr, Munsie: Mr. Law is selling at a price
not ahove 67a.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He has
the advantage of from 28 to 2s. 6d. in
freight, beeause he is so much nearer to
Parth, It is not & gquestion of a ring as T
understand the term, We are not handed
with others to make unholy profits. In view
of the cost of wages and material, the price
we ask for our bricks is not unfair. We are
making a perfectly legitimate effort now to
write off the accumulated deficit of the lean
vears. In order to keep the brick works
going, apart from the question of wages, ae-
sommodation ia necessary for the men work-
ing there; and we have erected a number of
cottnges, and are about to erect more, and
have erected bachelors” huts, and will shortly
put up & hoardinghouse. In the absence of
proper accommodation we were unable fo
keep our men. T believe they are now well
satisfied. T may say that the same policy
has been adopted as regards the State
quarry, Tt is a  right and  just policy.
With  reference to our not  gunarantee-
ing delivery of Dbritks onlered, the faet is
that orders were simply pouring in, and we
coulil acceept them only on the understanding
that each crder would be delivered in its pro-
per turn and at the price ruling at the time
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of delivery. Among the orders on hand
I found about half a dozen which in my
opinion were not bena fide orders for build-
ings bnt orders intended to corner the mar-
ket. I deelined those ovders. Not one
brick Tias been supplied to those orders.
I refused to allow the State Briek-
works to be used as & means towards
profitcering. 'With regard to the agent, Mr.
Bradley, he leld the agency hefore T hecame
Minister. [ Delieve his commission iz 2%
per cent, on uny orders he sccures.

TTon, W. C. Augwin: I do not remember
the name Bradley.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, we-have an agent, and he takes quan-
titics of our second-¢lass and third-class
bricks and stacks them and finds o market
for them. The arrangement operates very
favourably, because therc are buyers whom
we will not vredit and the agent takes the
respousihility in those cases.

My, Muonsie: Do you fix the price at
which he shall sell those seconds and thirds?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: T do not
know that we do that, and T do not know
that at present we could very well do it. For
the last 12 menths we have had an avernge
production of 135,000 bricks per week. That
yuantity, or double that quantity, had we
heen ahle to supply it, could have had no
appreciable effeet upon the sale or price of
Dirtcks in the metropolitan area. [ and iy
officers were watehing very carefully the man-
ner in which private brickmakers were try-
g to re-open their closed-down works in
order to take advantapge of the boom, Had we
started to build the Hoffman kiln, our out-
put would have been materially decreased
during its erection, as the work would have
required o considerable proportion of our
weekly output.  Before we could have got
that kiln built and cured—the latter opera-
tion takes some time--the boom might have
burst, | e¢xercised buosiness caution in that
respect.  Last year we made seven million
Irricks, and sold a little over seven wmil-
lions, At present we are not stacking, but
sending the bricks out as fast as we make
them, A certain newspaper proprietor raug
me up the other day to let me know of the
scandalous quality of the bricks supplied to
him by the State, e asked me to eall and
see them, He was paying £5 5s. per thous-
and for hest facing bricks, he said, When
[ suw the hricks, T revogunised that they

were not  Taving  bricks at  all, aml  that
many of them were in  faet clinkers.
I pot that newspaper proprietor right,

The profit the works made last year en-
abled us to pay the Treasury about £3,400
on account of the debit against us, Tf this
venr continues as it has started, even with-
out u further vise in prices, T hope that whe-
ever 18 in charge of the State Brickworks
next vear will be able to report to this Com-
wittee that the indebtedness has been cleared
off,
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Mr, TEESDATEF: The Minister's cxplan-
ntion was very satisfactory, except as
regards the agent, 1 take strong ex-
ception to a State apgent using his posi-
tion as sueh to bhwdgeon the pnblic into
buying  sowe  of  fis  partiealnr  ware,
Rather than bave such an agent, we shoull
do withont one altogether. A certain state-
ment is made in this Chamber, and is pub-
lished, and the public immediately believe it.

Mr. Munsic: What need is there for an
agent ot all when the supply eannot meet
the demand?

Mr. TEESDALE: True. If the State
briekworks are so much behind with their

orders, there is no oceasion to pay any man
214 per cent, comminsion to sell a product
the demand for which eannot, for the time,
be met, T hope the Minister will investigate
this matter for it seems to he pretty strong
that a man should demand the purchase of
hia lime, if he is to sell State bricks,

My, Willeoek:  That complaint has been
made hefore,

Mr, TERSDALE:
heard of it

My, Mungie: T bhrought the same thing up
lnst year on the Estimates,

My, TEESDALE: Well, J hope it will e
¢leared up hy the Minister on this occasion.

Hon, W. O, ANGWIN: When business is
slack, it is necessary to have an agent, even
if he is selling State bricks. Tn connection
with the bnilding trade, the system is that
in some suburbs the varicws briekworks ap-
point agents who are earriers, and these men
go around to various works and pick np
orders. Thoy benefit by petting the ecart-
ing. “Unless the State works are placed in
the same position as the ordinary firms, they
will he left every time. That was what hap-

Tt is the firat T have

pened when the brick works were started
first.
Mr, Teesdale: T do not object to the

agents, but I object to the agent's attitude
regarding his lime,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It may not he
necessary ta have an agent at the present
time,

Mr. Thomson: The price of lime is fixed
so that there iz not much hardship in any
case,

Mr, Monsie: Suppose the contraetor had
plenty of lime, should he not have the right
to buy seconds if he wanted them?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: If such a man
were prevented from getting seconds, I think
he should have complained to the depart-
ment,

Mr. Munsie: The agent always sells
seconds.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If this matter

had come before the Minister I think he
would have ordered the kiln to supply the
bricks. We had to appoint a timber agent
in conmection with the sawmills for some
time beeause the other firms had agents
going round the State. TUnless the Govern-
ment department goes on the market in the
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same conditions ag the private drms, it will
not get the business.

Mr, O’Loghlen: There i3 no need for 2
timber agent to-day.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: 1 am pleaged to
hear the Minister sny that these brickworks
ire proving successtul, partienlarly when it is
realised that they have been condemned for
%0 long. In some quarters the whole respon-
sibility for the financial position has been
put upon the State trading concerns, It is
hardly possible for a trading coneern to start
paying in the first few months of its opera-
tions, but in this instance the brickworks
have always paid interest from the start,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 8o far
as the agent is concerued, the man was doing
his hest to get orders and when we had two
and a half million bricks stacked in the yard,
this man wag selling them for vy where we
could not sell them ourselves,

Mr, Lutey: Tf you had two and a half
miltlion bricks on hand, why did you not con-
struet a new kiln? )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Having
that number of bricks on hand, with no de-

~mand for bricks at all, would anyone expeet

a Minister to put the State to the expenae
of constructing a kiln? :

Mr. Lutey: There has been "o demand
sinee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member may be able to look into the futurs,
but 1 cannet. Tlowever, I will look into this
matter and will try to get further informa-
tion regarding it. We started a timber yard
at Carhsle.

The CHAIRMAN:; We are dealing with
State hrickworks, not timber yards,

The MINISTER FTOR WORKS: That is
what T am dealing with. We have got the
timher yard at ‘Carlisle and we send bricks
there ag well. Since then we have found the
demand for bricks has increased consider-
ably. Tf a person required 100 bricks or so
to finish some job, the agent nt the timber
yard would not be expected to say, ‘¢I will
not scll you the bricks unless you take our
timber.’” I would expect him to say, how-
ever, ('Tf you want timber at any time, re-
member that we have assigted you in supply-
ing the bricks, and remember to give us an
order next time.”’ In the particelar instance
quoted, if the agent refused to sell brickas
unless an order was placed with him for lime,
T would not tolerate such a position if it
were brought under my notice,

Mr. LUTEY: The Minigter in his reply
last year said that he could not supply the
bricks because he had not got the machinery.
The Minister, according to the ‘‘Hansard’’
report, asked where the money was to come
from. Yet there was a demand for bricks at
that particular time.

The Minister for Worka: Not for any
quantity.
Mr. LUTEY: There was a demand. Men

were walking the streets and contractors
eonld not get bricks. We were told that a
Hoffman kiln was necessary before more
bricks could he turned out, but that the



1766

machinery was not obtainable. Now the
Minister says he would not have gone on with
the work leeause there was no demand for
aricks. 1 the hricks were there, why iid the
Minister not go on with the construction of
that kiln? [t is patent to mc that the Miu-
ister's attitude is the same now as it was
in the pust when he was eriticising the
Labour Gavernment in econnection with State
trading concerns. They have been throttled
all along the line, The State brickworks are
being throttled, as they have been for years
past,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
nember is not right in saying that. There
has been no throttling going on at all. At the
time when we hal two and a-half million
bricks on hamd there was no building boom
on, nor was there nuy rise in the demand for
hricks such as he refers to. I told the hon.
memnber that althongh we had the Dbricks on
hand to construet the kiln, I would have to
huy other machinery to complete it. The
hon, member gets heated over the question,
but I think he will find on reflection that
there is no occasion for it.

ltem, Intercst on fixed and working eapi-
tal, £1,600:

Mr. MUNSIE: Ia view of the inereased
sinking fund, how it is that the interest is
inerensing?  Surely it should be deereasing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The rate
ni interest is fixed by the Treasurv. It varies
with the ratc they have te pay. T have no
control over the interest. Asg to the sinking
fund, that is n statutory provision. At any
rate, it is not money lost, but wmoney put
nside.

{tem, Sinking IFund, £100:

Mr, MUNSIE: Tt seems peeuliar that not
only the intercst, but the sinking fund also
should be inereasing. 1 &o not think the
Treagury fix the sinking fund.

The Premier: They do.

My, MUNSIE: Under the Act they have
no right to do so.

The Premicr: Yes, it is a statutory require-
ment.

Mr. MUNSIE: No. That is where, I eon-
tend, the State Trading Comcerns Act ia un-
fnir to the Statc trading cencerns, They
are not given the same chance as n private
econcern, Last year the sinking fund was
£71.  This year it will be £100,

The Premier: No, it may be £100,

Mre, MUNSIE: Why should there he an
inercase in the sinking fund of a concern
whieh i cxpeeted to show a profit of £2,0007

My, Maley: Sinking fund has no eonnee-
tion with profit.

Mr. MUNSTIE: Burely when the sinking
fund is dedueted cach year it should grow
less and less.

The Minister for Works: No, it is in-
vested as an aecumulated fund.

Mr. MUNSIE: T want to know why it
is £25 more when it should actvally be less.
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The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Last year
we cerected four new cottages, and we are
now construeting 10 additional huts for the
aceommodation of single men. 1t is only
business preeantion to provide on the Lsti-
mates for the sinking fund which will be
required. 1t is merely money placed aside.

Vote pot and passed.

The CHATRMAN: Before I call the next
vote, it i3 only right that I should draw
attention to the Trading Concerns Aect, passed
in 1917, Section 16 reads as followa—

Annual Bstimates of the revenue and
expenditure of every trading concern shall
he prepared under sueh heads and in suech
manner as the Colonial Treasurer shall
direet and submitted to Parliament separ- -
ately from the (onsolidated Revenue Tund
Istimates,

Section 18 reads—

The profit or loss for each trading con-
cern for cach financial year when ascer-
tained shall be treated in sueh manner as
the Colonial Treasover shall direct, but
any profit available in eash and not re-
quired for the purposes of the concern
shall be paid to the eredit of the Con-
solidated Revenune Fund.

T take it these Estimates are wrongfully
under diseussion, that they should be sub-
mitted to the Tlonsc separately and laid on
the Table by the Minister controlling them,
and that he should then move that the Esti-
mates be adopted, wherenpon a general dis-
ensgion in Commiftee of the whole of the
Fistimates would follow, and that would close
it withont any discussion of the items, anidl
it the motion were carried the Estimates
wonld thereby be adopted. T say we are
taking wp time which the Aect wuever in-
tended.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You mean that the
Committee haa no right to question any item
on the Estimates?

The CHAIRMAN: Only by general dis-
cussion. T think that is the intention of
the Act.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: The Act does not

say 80.

The CTTATRMAN: Praetieally,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It only says thal
the Fatimates shall be anbmitted separately,
which was done.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tn view of the question
which has been aprung on the Committee——

The Premier: Will you allow me to say
a word?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, after 1 have moved
my motion.

The CHALIRMAN: Will the hon. member
resume hig seat, sa that T may state the
question,

Mr. HOLMAN: Very well

The CHATRMAN: The question is that
the vote ‘‘State TFervica, £7,049,’7 stand as
printed.
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The PREMIER: I hope, Sir, you will
allow the Estimates to be discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, I shall allow them
to be discussed. I am only making a sug-
gestion.

Mr. HOLMAN: Do T understand you to
say that we may discuss the items?

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Division put and passed.
Division—State Hotels, £41,405:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I wish to get some in-
formation from the Minister regarding the
ling of conduct adopted by the general man-
ager. Will he explain why a diserepaney ex-
ists betwcen the salaries paid to the differcut
managers? The manager most recently ap-
Jointed is getting the highest salary of the
seven managers of our State hotels.

The Colonial Secretary: Who is het

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Mr. Baater, of Brnee
Roek. I understand that he is the brother of
the Honorary Minister.

The Colonial Secretary:
ting?

My, O’LOGHLEN:

Hon. W, C., Angwin:
it is scandalous.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He receives £5 10s,
and 10s, a week while at Bruce Rock. The
manager of the Gwalia hotel receives £56 per
weak and £1 additionsl, which brings him
elso to £6 a week. The other managers re-
ceive lower salaries. The previous manager
at Bruce Rock was not paid a salary equal
to that of the present manager. Apart from
this, I protest against the seale of salaries
paid to the managers of State hotels. When
State hotels wers first mooted the public
throughout the State, with the exception of
those in the Gascoyne electorate, endorsed the
proposal, and we had an idea that the adop-
tion of this principle would lead to a reform
in the liquor trade and would be a source of
revenuc to the State, then sorely in need of
funds. The opinion has been expressed here
that owing to the administration of the de-
partment, the State hotels are coming into
disrepute, and that the public owmnership of
the liquor trade as an ideal is losing ground
becanse State hotels ‘are not rendering the
service expected of them. While the depart-
ment have exercised care and have secured a
gtaff of good managers, these men do not
reccive ndequate recompense for their ser-
vices. The State hote! in my electorate has
been a gold mine to the State, and will con-
tinue to be for the next couple of decades at
any rate. If it ware put on the market to-
morrow, 1 venture to say it would bring
£10,000 and the building is only a shell. The
returns from the Dwellingup State hotel are
really staggering. However, the State does
not look for bip profits. If this hotel were
run privately, the profita could easily be
doubled. I was there on a Sunday when 150
bottles of whisky could have been sold; it
was the occasion of a foothall match. None
wpa sold, but if the hotel had been in pri-
vate hands, the licenses could have made a
welter of it. If a private person held that

What is he get-

Six pounds a week.
For a hotel like that

aver

license, he ¢ould make a fortune in Jess than
a couple of years. The policy, however, is
not to build up big profits but to give good
service, and if we expect good service, we
must pay oOur managers a8 decent remuners-
tion. The managers are endeavouring to do
their best, but the general manager has his
whip over them all the time by demanding
unduly high perceptages.

The Colonial Secretary: Not neceasarily.
The increase of profits over last year ia
small. You do not want these hotels to show
& loss, do you?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. Thera is a vast
difference between these hotels. One may be
doing entirely a bar trade, and it is not very
difficult to get the percentage. In the case
of an hotel in another locality 75 per cent.
of the liquor sold might be taken away in
bulk, and it is impossible foy the manager to
show equally good results. I consider that
the general manager does not show that
diserimination between the different hotels
which be should de,

The Colemial Secretary: He does.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I shall prove that he
does not. He is demanding too high a percent-
age from some of the hotels. The member for
East Perth, who waa runoing a club, knows
that oune can show better percentages when
the drink is consumed in the bar than when
it is taken away in bulk,

Mr., Chesson: That ia patent to everyonme.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: In order to get the
percentage n manager has to be pretty alert.
My objection is that we are not paying these
managers gufficient for the responsibility im-
posed upon them,

Mr, Willecock: What does the manager at
Dwellingup get?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Four pounds ten shil
lipfga a week is paid to the manager and Ins
wife.

My, Willeoek: Disgraeefull

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The yardman and his
wife at the same hote! receive £4 a week,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But he is not the
brother of a Minister.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister’s brother
is getting £6 a week,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And he is the last of
the managera to be appointed.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: The Minister will
probably tell me that, in addition to tha
galaries, the managers got keep for them-
gelves, their wives and children,

Mr. Teesdale: Which doubles the salary.

1 o’clock a.m.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Will the member for
Roebourne say that because the manager of
the hotel has a wife and five children, some
of them babies, he is adequately paid at
£4 10s. per week, whereas the yardman and
his wife, who have no responaibilities, receive
10e. per week less? The Minister will reply
that we are keeping the manager’s wife and
children,

Mr. Maley: Does the wife work toof

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes.
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Mr, Hardwick: Is she on the salaried list?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: No, but it is one of
the conditions of employment that she las
to work.

llon, . Collier: Very often she works
harder than the busband.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister will say
that he is feeding five children as well as the
father and mother,

The Colonial Sceretary:
salaries vary.

Mr, O'LOGIILEN: But do they vary? A
single man gets the eame rate as the rate I
am quoting. The man in charge of the
oldest State hotel we have, at Gwalia, gets
the same rate.  Years ago the Dwellingup
hotel was run by a man who was given £8
a week, and at Gwalin the salary was £10
a week, and is now only £6 a week., These
managers amd their wives are not getting a
fair deal.

Hr, Hardwick: If they get £6 a week and
keep they are getting more than the hon.
member, .

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: And have more re-
sponsibility in a sense, and are doing more
work. Some of these managers handle over
£100 a week, The business could be made
doubly profitable if that was the funetion of
State hotels, which it iz not. I think I was
largely responsible for the Dwellingup being
made a State hotel, although it was built
as a private hotel. The point I wish to make
is that the general manager is too exacting
in the percentages he demands of his man-
agers. It is almost impossible to obtain
them.

The Colonial Sccretary:
dumands them,

Mr. O'LOGIHLEN: Mr. Campbell demands
more than a fair thing. He sends down n
consignment of liquor to a State hotel. Un-
fortunately on one oceasion he sent down te
Dwellingup & consignment of inferior mar-
garine at a cost of 1s. 6d. a pound. It was
like eandle grease and no one could eaf it.
It was also a had advertisement for the hotel.

The Colonial Seeretary: Lt may not have
heen intended for the table.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I hope it will not
occur again, because it is a bad advertise-
ment to put such things bhefore customers,
Very frequently breakages ocenr in the con-
signments that ave sent down. The manager
receives no credit for that, for the hreakages
are bocked up against him. This makes it
very difficult for him to get the percentages
that he is required to show,

The Colonial Secrctary: If he cannot get
the percentage required that is the end of it

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: TIf the manager is
told week after week that his percentage is
not what it ought to be he loses heart. The
trade is of such a nature that it is not pro-
perly understood either by the general mana-
ger of State hotela or by the Minister.

The Colonial Secretary: I admit T do not
know much about it,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In some places the
requisite percentages c¢an be obtained, and

That is why the

T do not think he
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in other places it is impossible to get them.
The Minister should at all thmes consult with
the general manager. He should have a
goueral review of the position regarding the
high percentages demanded, and should not
unneeessarily harags these managers to get
inipossible percentages. If the (overnment
desire to be recognised as fair employers they
shonld increase the salaries of these officers.
The salary of the manager at Bruce Rock is
£li a week, the same as at Gwalia.

The Colonia] Neeretary: The salary is
actually £5 a week,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Il¢ is a brother of
the Honorary Minater, Mr. Baxter.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He gets £6 at the end
of the weel; that is his salary. Tt is not too
nneh;  indeed it is not emough. Other man-
agera are mnot getting within £1  or
30s. a weck of that, Tt is  not
right to ask a man who is handling
up to £400 a week over the bar and
carries great responsibilities to work for
£4 108, a weck. If this policy is eontinned
it will bring the State hotels into disrepute.
Ftate hotels were started with the landable
idea of bringing about reform in the liquor
traffic, and at the same time supplementing
to some cxtent the revenuc of the State, We
ure now falling short of our original ideals.
I coulil go on debating this matter for an
hour.

The Minister for Works: That is not de-
bating it; it is making a2 statement,

Mr, O'LOGIILEN: T only wish the Min.
ister for Works was in charge ot this vote.

Mr. Teesdale: He is not objecting te your
reinarks,

My, O'TOGITLY.N:
nent of faet.

The Minister for Worka: T do not say that
is not so,

The CHHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The (olonial Seeretary
may not be able to give me the information 1
scek. He may not be able off hand to give
me an assurance that the salarics of the men
holding those responsible positions will be in-
ereased.  But, at all events, T hope he will
consult with the General Manager of the
State Hotels and get the percentage yues-
tion rectified. Tf the pereentages are not
adjugted, T shall ventilate the guestion in am-
other quarter.

The Colonial
thrents.

Mr. OLOGITLEN: T am not using
threats. 1E the Minister says he cannot give
me an assurance to-night, T shall not hold
up the Estimates on that acecunt; but then
my opportunity here will be pgone for am-
other 12 months, and so I shall be compeited
to proceed by way of deputation or other-
wige,  Cartainly the Shylock nethodd now
heing practised must cease, T reiterate that
the policy of paying £4 10s. per week te a
manager and his wife in charge of a State
hotel ought not to continue,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I move—

That progress be reported.

T am making a state-

Seeretary: Do not use
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Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. e .0
Noes .. . .. 18
Majority against o 9
AYES,

Mr. Angwin My, Lutey

Mr. Chesson Mr, Muusle

Mr, Colller Mr. Willcock

Mr. Holman Mr. O'Loghlen

Mre. Lambert (Teller.)

Nogs.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Money

Mr. Broun Mr. Mullany

Mr. Draper Mr. Plekering

Mr. Duft Mr. Scaddmn

Mr. George Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Qrifitbs Mr. Thomson

Mr. Harrigon Mr. Underwood

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Maley (Teller.)

Mr. Mltchelt

Motion thus negatived.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The statemcnts
made to-night, or this morning, by the mem-
her for ¥orrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) should be
inquiredl into. It i3 strange indeed that
the last man to be appointed manager of a
State hotel, and that man a brother of a
member of the Miuistry, should be drawing
the highest salary paid for such a position.
Because, some years ago, a man named Scad-
dan waa engaged on the Fremantle sewerage
works, the ro0of of this Chamber fairly
vibrated with eries of *‘Spoils to the vie-
tora!?’ Have we not a case of ‘“Spoils to
tho vietora’’ in this ingtance of the man who
ia brother to a Minister?

Mr. Hardwick: Are you sticking to the
facts?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Shut up!

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The same ery was
raised when & distant relative of a member
of this Chamber was labouring with pick
and shovel on a Government job. No man has
had more to say on the subject of ‘‘Spoils
to the vietors’’ than has the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hardwick), Then there was
the case of that hotel proprietor on a saw-
mill atation, Mr. O’Connor. The adjourn-
ment of the House waa almost moved over
his appointment to a Government position,
and he was not related to any Minister and
was not given any extra salary. Why should
this brother of a Minister be shoved into a
apecial job, and possibly inte a special
hotel? The State hotel at Bruce Rock
ecannot rank with State hotel at Gwalia
or the Caves House. We find that men
who have given good service to the State
for years in this department and who have
been in charge of several State hotels
throughout Western Australia, are paased
over and the brother of a Minister is put over
their heads. No Government with any sense
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of responsibility would attempt to take any
such action. I do not take the stand that
beeause a man is the brother of a Minister,
he should not he given a position.

The Colonial Beerctary: Do you infer that

“the Minister had anything to do with this

appointment?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Why is lhe put
in this position with a salary higher than
those of other managers?

The Colomial Secretary: Tt is entirely a
matter for the manager of the department.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We are not deal-
ing with the manager of the department. We
are dealing with the Minister.

Mr. Maley: Who made the appointment?

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: It would have to
go through Ezxeeutive Council. The signi-
ficant part is that we find this man has heen
placed in the highest salaried position in the
department, so far as the hotels themselves
are concerned.

The Attorney Geveral: Does he come un-
der tha Public Serviece Commissioner?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, the appoint-
ment would he recommended by the manager
of the department and he would be appointed
by the Govermment.

Mr. Maley: We heard a lot of this last
year.

Hon. P. Collier:
deal more.

Mr, Pickering:
particulars?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
‘¢Hansard’’ for this session. You will find
all about it there. A question was asked
and members will find there is a list of the
managers, the periods they were engaged
with the department, and the salaries paid.
Mombers will find that Mr. Baxter was the
latest man to be enployed by the department
as a hotel manager and yet he is given more
than those who have been in charge of hotels
under the control of the department for much
longer periods. I want some explanation
regarding this appeintment. I want to know
what expericnce Mr. Baxter has had as an
hotel manager and why he bas been placed
over the heads of others who have been longer
in the service. This is no pick and shovel
job at 8s. a day, regarding which we heard
s0 much complaint when the Labour Gov.
ernment were in office.

Mr., Teesdale: We treat our men better.

Hon. P. Collier: My word you do.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: You have taught
us a lesson that we will remember when we
get over to the Treasury benches in due
courge. If it was considered necessary for
the Labour Government to give explanations
regarding 8s. a day men, how mueh more
necessary ig it that we should get an expla-
nation regarding this matter? If we cannot
get it, the Wstimates should be postponed.

Mr. TEESDALE: T support the member
for Forrest in a good deal of what he has
said regarding the management of the State
hotels, The discrepancy in salaries appeals

You will hear a great
Where will we find  thesc

Look up No. 9
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tn me more than anything else. There is
another point regarding which members

should have some information, and that is
percentages. 1 have had some experi-
ence in this business and to keep pester-
ing a man who is handling big sums of

money, to explain matters regarding his per-

centages, ia extremely irritating. Such tae-
tics are ca'eulated to affect a man’s hon-
esty. I think it is very important that a
reasonable and fair average percentage
should be fixed by the department and that
can be done if the manager is given credit
for breakages. It i3 not fair that dedue-
tions should be made for breakages over
which he has no control. If this is not done,
it is an encouragement for him to ‘‘aquare
the breakages.’’ Nothing should be done
which might be calculated to make the man-
ager devinte from the straight honest course,
and continual pestering regarding percent-
ages might bhring about that undesirable re-
sult. Regarding the salaries question, we
should have some explanation as to why this
man is recciving the highest salary,

Mr. O'Loghlen: No single man gets £§
in the State hotels.

The Premier: He has the misfortone to
be s Minister’s Lrother,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why is he pgetting
this preferencef

The Premier: There is no favouritism.

Hon, P. Collier: This sort of thing was u
erime in our days.

The Minister for Works: 1 did not appoint
him; I know nothing about it

Mr. TEESDALE: If he is a new man comt-
pared with otbers in the service, and is get-
ting more salary than men who have been
there for years, even though it be only 1lus,
a week, such a position is ealeulated to cause
trouble, 1 trust that the Minister will see
to it without delay, will call upon the man-
ager to go into it and have it fixed up, and
thus prevent this annuval objection,

[Mr. Stubba resumed the Chair.]

Mr. LAMBERT: It seems to mo that we
ave not getting o fair return for the money
invested in State hotels. On the present
showing, the principle of State hotels could
searcely be recommended. Before very long
the electors will be asked to say whether or
not they are in favour of State control of the
liquor traffic. None of our State hotels has
shown an effective control of the liquor
traffic. There is 1o more important depart-
ment than that whieh we are asked to discuss
at half-past one o’cloek in the morning. I am
not so much concerned about the wages paid,
but I am concerned about State eontrol of
the liquor traffie. I am not convinced that
we are justified in continuing to run State
hotels, expecting not only a return on the
money invested, but also some remedy of o
very great evil, namely the excessive use of
alechel. The Premier may laugh.

The Premier: Yes, without apology I
hope.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT: Up to date we have had
ne results from the State control of the
liquor tratfic. If the State hotels were per-
forming their proper fumetions, it could be
reasonably claimed for them that they were
minimising the comsumption of liquor.

Mr, Teesdale: So they do on Sundays.

Mr. Willecock: It does not matter to the
manager whether they make £10 or £1,000.

Mr. LAMBERT: But the general man-
ager demands a certain percentage. I have
a recollection that on the Kalgoorlie express
dining cars the men had to make a profit or
te sacked. They were competing against one
another, not to curtail the sale of liquoer,
but to make profits. To such an extent was
it abuged, that it became repugnant to mine-
tenths of the travellers on the railways., I.
am glpd to think the comsumption of liquor
on those dining cars is now cut out altogether.
My idea of the eatablishment of State hotels
was that they would be more in the nature of
clubs, where the man who went in for a drink
conld afterwards enter a hilliard room or a
reading room and spend an agreeable hour.
Do we find the slightest improvement in any
one of the State hotels?

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, good wholesome drink
for a start.

Mr. Hardwick: When will we flnish?

Mr. Mullany: The Priges Regulation Com-
mission have laid down that beer is a2 food.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the drink sold in other
hotels is not wholesome——

a Mr, Duff: They are better comtrolled to-
ay.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am glad to hear that.
If they are not properly controlled it is the
fault of another dapartment. The Govern-
ment should inqguire into the whole of the
workings of the State hotelss. We have
£80,000 or £90,000 invested in them; yet the
amount reeceived by the Government is dis-
gracefully amall as compared with the amount
received by private investors from hote!
property.

Mr. Hardwick: The hon. member would
not have stonewalled like this 2 menth ago.

Mr. Teesdale: No, the novelty soon wears
off,

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member is a
peeuliar novelty who will never wear off. As
there now appears to he a general desire to
go hame I shall not occupy further time.

Progress reported.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS,

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.

BTLL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.
Message from the Council received and read
notifying that it had agreed not to press
its requested amendment.

House adjourned ot 1.47 am. (Friday).



